SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 19, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Johnson

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Public Works Supervisor Mikrot, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Tony Volk, Ted Plunkett, Chelsea Kitley, Dave Barnick, Brent Pykkonen

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the correction that Special Item CLOSED SESSION—Union Contract Negotiations be changed to an open session.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Union Contract 

Mr. Brent Pykkonen, Union representative, appeared before the Council in response to the Council’s request for explanation of a misunderstanding in the recent negotiations.  Mr. Pykkonen’s position is that the 2007-2008 contract has been approved by the City officials and he is requesting that the Council stand that decision and honor the terms of the contract.

Edmond pointed out that the wage increase had been part of the negotiations, but not the starting salary for the two positions in question. He did agree though that the City had no choice but to honor the contract.

Griffith pointed out that there was no “memorandum of understanding” regarding issues that were addressed verbally, an oversight on the part of the City as well as the Union.

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to honor the 2007-2008 Union contract.  Motion carried 4-0.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Ted Plunkett and Tony Volk appeared before the Council to reiterate their request that the City reimburse a sewer line repair bill for work done on the Kevin Plunkett property at 522 Park Ave.  The Council had previously considered this request and denied it based on the understanding that the sewer backup was caused by a problem in the service line and not the main.  Mr. Plunkett maintains that the main was partially blocked, reducing the flow and causing backup in the service line.  Dave Barnick, PeopleService, noted that on December 5th Steve Hayes, also of PeopleService, jetted the line and ran into “very little material.”  Barnick also reported that he had personally inspected the manholes on either side of the property and that they were both running on January 9th and 10th.  He also noted that when the Fire Department was called out to flush the main on March 8th a solid chunk came through which was approximately 3-4 inches in diameter although the main is an 8 inch pipe.  He could not say definitively whether the dislodged solid was in the main or the service line, but that there was no evidence that it wasn’t in the service line.  Edmond pointed out that the repair bill from Roberts Excavating does not detail what repairs were made. 

No change was made by the Council from the previous denial of this request for reimbursement.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve meeting minutes from March 5th.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Authorize advertising and hiring of temporary Golf Course workers.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $42,268.23.  Motion carried 4-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council members with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report for February 2008.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 2008-01—Snow Placement

The Council had previously considered adoption of Ordinance 2008-01, an ordinance regarding the placement of snow on public property and streets.  Although the County and State forbid placing snow from private property on public thoroughfares, the City was considering allowing it with certain conditions.  Edmond stated that he was not in favor of this ordinance at all since it would create additional work and cost for the City and since the enforcement of the conditions would be difficult.  Griffith noted that a mailing regarding utility billing will soon be sent out and that notification of the new ordinance, if approved, could be included.

Motion Bonander to adopt Ordinance 2008-01, with notification in the utility billing newsletter.  Motion failed for lack of a second.

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to adopt Ordinance 2008-01, an ordinance amending Section 9 of the Sandstone City Code by adding new section 810.06 regarding placement of snow, striking the phrase “or property.”  Motion failed for lack of a majority, 2-2.

Staff was directed to bring ordinance back at a later date for further consideration. 

Consider Purchase of Public Works Vehicle

Public Works Supervisor Mikrot had previously notified the Council of the unsafe condition of the Ranger pickup and was given authorization to look for a replacement vehicle.  Several possible replacements have been located.

Motion  Bonander, second Edmond to declare the Ranger as surplus property, allowing for its disposal.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize Public Works Supervisor and Administrator to acquire a used pickup that meets the agreed upon requirements – full size with extended cab (preferred), automatic transmission and 4 wheel drive with a towing package for less than $10,000 including taxes.  

A friendly amendment by Edmond to place a deposit on the vehicle and check back with the Council was withdrawn.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Request to Amend Animal Control Ordinance

A family with four adult dogs, desiring to relocate to the Sandstone area, has requested that the Council amend the Animal Control Ordinance.  They have proposed two alternatives which would allow more than three adult dogs under certain circumstances and locations.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to amend the Animal Control Ordinance with proposed Alternative #1, having the Attorney draw up proper language.  Motion failed for lack of a majority, 2-2.

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to amend the Animal Control Ordinance with proposed Alternative #1, amending 911.11 Subdivision 2a to say “four or more.”  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes – March 12, PeopleService operations report – March 11.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Farmer’s Market—Letter of Support 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith reminded the Council of the EDA & Development Issues Workshop on April 2nd at 6 pm; the Approval of 6th Street Project on April 2nd; the Well Siting Study to be presented by SEH on April 16th; and the Board of Review on Tuesday, April 29th at 7 pm.  

He also provided updates on the Train Park Drinking Fountain project, legislative issues, Northern Lights Express, RFP for design services for public works building; repair to the decorative street light at Main & 2nd Streets, the Moving Wall and Adventure Races event applications, field work for the City Hall audit will start; and the MN Dept of Health memo regarding theatrical productions in bars. 

Upcoming trainings and workshops include:  LMC Legislative Conference - April 9 & 10, Sustainable Tourism - April 15, Business & Workforce Development Conference - April 29 & 30.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:47 p.m.
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

