SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 5, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Bonander called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Atterbury

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Public Works Supervisor Mikrot, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Deputy Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

John Mikrot—Public Works Report

Mr. Mikrot notified the Council that MNDOT will put up a barricade at the pothole on Minnesota Street, and with repairs to be completed in the spring. He also informed them that new street signs are up in town.  He said that the grader repairs are underway and that the project should be completed within the budget.  He requested the old sweeper be declared surplus, and that the Ford Ranger be replaced, as it is so rusty it is no longer safe to drive.  Mr. Mikrot will present the Council with more information.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 98 calls for the City of Sandstone for the month of February, including 14 medical calls.  Individuals are in custody for some recent burglaries.  Tagging of buildings and other property has increased and is probably the work of juveniles.  He again suggested that concerned residents form a neighborhood watch.  

Stadin mentioned that, after reviewing the options presented by Minnesota Power for additional street lighting, he noticed that there were two street lights near each other in the location of the new grocery store.  Griffith responded that one option is to move one of those poles.  Stadin also questioned the charge for a “golf well” which appeared on the paid claims.  Griffith responded that the engineering study on the newly acquired property adjacent to the golf course included the sitting for an additional well.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes for February 20th and 27th.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.  
CONSENT AGENDA
There was none.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $142,438.60.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

2008 Capital Projects

The Council budgets and levies funds each year to undertake capital improvements in the community.  Staff is working on a list of additional street improvement projects with water and sewer work for consideration of a larger project for which the City would finance by assessments and bonding.  

Johnson stated that some residents have expressed interest in continuing scheduled Class V work.  Stadin did not feel that the alley from Fourth to Fifth Street behind the Lake State Federal Credit Union was a priority for street overlays and would like to see it moved to the bottom of the list.  Edmond expressed concern with the Council allocating money for other projects without knowing the Sixth Street project’s cost.  Griffith responded that MSA will appear before the Council on the first meeting in April.  Consensus was to wait until the MSA report before making a decision on any other capital projects.

Consider Ordinance 2008-01—Snow Placement

The City has the issue of residents and contractors placing snow from private property onto city streets and rights of way.  Pine County and MNDOT prohibit the placing of snow from private driveways, etc. out onto rights of way.  The Council considered a draft ordinance prohibiting placement of snow from private property unto public property.    Enforcement could be through the leveling of fines.

Stadin thought that snow on private lots and sidewalks in the commercial district could possibly be deposited on the city street if there were a contract with the City and a fee involved.  Edmond responded that this isn’t a problem provided that the snow is pushed unto the street before it is picked up by the City.  Johnson questioned who would receive the fine, the property owner or the plow operator.  Griffith responded that the one who pushed the snow into the street would receive it.  

No action was taken at this time.  The consensus was to get new language developed and reconsider the proposed ordinance at the next Council meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Entering Agreement with City of Hinckley on Equipment

The cities of Sandstone and Hinckley have acquired several pieces of equipment jointly.  The cities own a sewer jetter, a sewer vac and a sewer rodder.  LMCIT is requiring that one city act as the “owner” of equipment for insurance purposes.  The City of Hinckley already acts as the fiscal agent for the equipment and will act as the “owner,” handling the insurance and financial bookkeeping.

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve entering into the following agreements with City of Hinckley - Sewer Vac Repair & Replacement Agreement and the Sewer Jetter Repair & Replacement Agreement.  Further to authorize Mayor Atterbury and Administrator Griffith to sign the agreements.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Authorizing RFP for Design Services for Public Works Facility 

The Council has levied funds for several years to prepare for development of a new Public Works garage and City Hall.  Council is aware of many of the issues with the existing garage.  Staff is recommending that the Council do some preliminary planning to determine what kind of Public Works facility it would like to build and also to develop some cost estimates for Council consideration.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize Staff to prepare an RFP for preliminary site and design services for a new Public Works facility.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Union Notice—Pay Adjustment Required

The negotiated 2008-2009 Union contract was approved by Council at the previous meeting.  A review by Staff discovered an apparent discrepancy regarding the salaries for the Deputy Clerk and Utility Billing Clerk positions.  Edmond pointed out that the Council negotiated a wage increase without the base starting wage being established for these positions.  Bonander added that the Council negotiated in good faith and he feels that the Union is not now acting in good faith.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to request that a Union representative appear before the Council at the next meeting to explain the Union’s position regarding the 2008-2009 contract as it applies to the wages for the Deputy Clerk and Utility Billing Clerk positions.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Fire and Rescue—January minutes; Relief Association—January annual meeting minutes.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

LMCIT—Notice of claim against City – Griffith pointed out that Staff and Officials are advised to refrain from discussion subject of the claim with anyone other than representatives of LMCIT.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of a Board of Review meeting on Tuesday, April 29th at 7pm; an EDA & Development Issues Workshop on Wednesday, April 2 at 6pm with the city attorney; a LMC Legislative Conference on April 9th and 10th; a LMC Loss and Safety Control workshop on April 22nd in St. Cloud; a Business and Workforce Development Conference on April 29th and 30th in Hinckley; and a Sustainable Tourism workshop in April in Duluth.  

He also noted that Wednesday, March 19th is Meal on Wheels promotion and a councilmember is requested to volunteer.  He also informed them that the passenger train project is proceeding - Sandstone was listed as a potential stop in the feasibility study which will be presented on Wednesday, March 10th.  

The hospital financial feasibility study will not be done until mid-summer.  Griffith also updated the Council on the Moving Wall exhibit, by which the Special Events Ordinance is being followed; the Adventure Race, which is waiting for more information; the street light, which is still being discussed with Minnesota Power; the refunding options with Ehlers has been postponed; and that the Personnel and Development Committee met.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:16 p.m.
_______________________________________

Leonard Bonander, Deputy Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

