


 

How Will the Utility 
Benefit the Community? 
The utility benefits the community by 
providing a dedicated fund for storm water 
management activities. Benefits associated 
with storm water management include: 

• Manage water quality and flood issues 

• Water quality improvements 

• Drainage system construction and 
maintenance 

• Erosion and sediment control 

• Community education 

• Wetland protection 

• Improved fish, wildlife, and recreation 
opportunities 

 

Local Flooding Problems 
The City of Sandstone has experienced 
flooding problems in several areas of 
the city. The photos below show some 
of the problem areas from the last year’s 
flooding. A Storm Water Utility could be 
used to generate funds to design and 
construct solutions to these problem 
areas. 

Rate Structure 
The utility approach is based on the concept “contributors pay.” The rate 
structure is based on land use type, density, parcel size, and the amount 
of runoff and/or pollution load contributed by a particular parcel. 
 

 
 
Storm Water Utility Advantages 

Fair 
• Charges are based on amount of runoff rather than on property value. 

Dependable 
• Self financing – does not compete with other governmental agencies 

for general revenues. 

• Provides consistent funding and is easily projected. 

• Revenues are kept in separate, dedicated funds. 

• Can be used for debt services on revenue bonds. 

Simple and Flexible 
• Similar to water and sewer charges. 

• Adaptable to existing billing systems. 

• Credits, exemptions, and appeals are designed into the system. 

Acceptable 
• No increase in property taxes. 

• Utilities are in use around the country. 

 

Lakeshore flooding near 

Sandstone, MN 

Flooding at Sandstone City Park Street flooding in  

Sandstone, MN 

 
Flooding of garages and sheds in 

Sandstone, MN 

Photos courtesy of Patty McQuiston, Pine County Courier 


