SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 6, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Edmond

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Public Works Supervisor Mikrot, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Gary Frehse, Michael Mendiola, Chelsea Kitley


Brent Pykkonen & Greg Waffensmith

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Closed Session – Union Negotiations

The Council recessed at 6:55 p.m.

The Council was called back from recess at 7:04 p.m.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the agenda with the addition of 12D – Set a special meeting to discuss the Facility Study on wastewater system.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Public Works report – Public Works Supervisor reported on the success of the sidewalk sweeping efforts and noted that new street signs are almost all in place.  He also informed the Council that an estimate for repair of the brakes on the grader will be included in the packet for the next regular meeting.  He is recommending proceeding with the repair.

Deputy’s report – Deputy Frehse reported that there were 75 calls for the City of Sandstone for the month of January, including traffic stops.  He noted additional damage to vehicles parked near the railroad track and bowling alley from either a pellet or BB gun.  He strongly urged the public to come forward with any information which would assist the Sheriff’s Department in this matter.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson again mentioned the icy parking lot at the Wild River townhomes.  Bonander provided an update on Chamber activities: reports are available of the last two quarters of 2007, there are three new board members, and two new positions have been created – Secretary to the Board and Special Events Coordinator.  He also questioned whether the City could address the pothole at Minnesota and Main Streets.  Griffith responded that he would coordinate with MNDOT.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes of January 2 and 16 with the correction that the meeting date be added to the minutes of the 16th meeting.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Authorize staff as appropriate to attend LMC Safety & Loss Control workshop in St. Cloud – April 22; Approve Resolution 2008-03 – approve gambling location for Sandstone Lions at Sandstone Lanes; Approve Resolution 2008-04 – Approve gambling location for Sandstone Lions at Sandstone Bar. Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $383,778.53.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Union Negotiations

The Council met earlier in the evening to complete negotiations of a new contract particularly addressing the issues of pay increase and the date upon which it would become effective.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to direct Staff to provide a written response to union requests based on the negotiations in the closed session.  Motion carried 4-0.

Membership in Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities

The City has been asked to join the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities, at a discounted rate for the first year.  The Coalition is sponsoring a conference regarding its efforts and focus.  Griffith pointed out that the benefits of membership in this organization include focus and responsiveness on issues of particular interest to greater Minnesota.  Johnson expressed an interest in attending the conference.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to direct authorize Griffith & Johnson’s attendance at the conference sponsored by the CGMC on February 20 and to then recommend if City should join the organization.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

2008 Capital projects

The Council is considering a street improvement project on Sixth Street.  The project was not specifically budgeted for, however, the Council previously agreed that the area in question needs improvement and requested a proposal from MSA Engineering for cost estimates.  Michael Mendiola provided the Council with the cost estimates and a proposed timeline for the project.  

The Council discussed the following funding options:  assessment project, bonding project, funds to be used from 2008 Capital projects, and cash reserves.  If the City proceeds with an assessment project, there are only 4 properties with direct benefit in that their property values are increased.  The assessment must be at least 20% of the total project costs, resulting in an assessment of $5,000 - $6,000 to each property.  A bonding project which includes other streets and projects would require at least several months’ time to prioritize and discuss.  If the project is completely funded from the 2008 Capital project budget, there would be little left for any other projects.  Cash reserves are adequate to cover the cost of this project is so desired.  

The Council reviewed other proposed capital projects for 2008.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to proceed with the Sixth Street improvement project with 50% of the funding to be taken from Capital Project Funds and the remaining 50% to be taken from that Fund’s  cash reserves.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to direct Staff to compile a list for consideration of streets in need of improvement for a future project.  Motion carried 4-0.

Assessor for City

The City’s contract with Mike Dangers for assessment services has been terminated at his request.  The County has submitted a proposal for those services.  The Council reviewed the proposal.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to direct Staff to enter into a three year contract with Pine County for property assessment services per its proposal.  Motion carried 4-0.

Water/Sewer policy

The City’s current written policy for water/sewer billing places the responsibility for payment on the property owner, even in the case of rental properties.  Rental property owner, Frank Skaff, has petitioned the City to implement some changes in this policy, namely that the City not enter into payment contracts with tenants when the tenant will be moving out within thirty days and that the account be transferred to the new tenant’s name.  The issue has arisen due to tenants who plan to move out, but enter into a payment plan with the City and then not make a payment as the water will not be shut off until they have vacated the premises.  Consequently, the property owner is responsible for the unpaid bill.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to amend the water/sewer billing policy to reflect that the City will not enter into a payment contract with a tenant who has less than two months remaining on their lease if the City is notified in writing of such by the property owner who also supplies proof of the lease.  A friendly amendment by Atterbury calls for a copy of any payment contract with the tenant to be provided to the landlord.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to provide a copy of all water/sewer bills to both landlord and tenant and for both to be listed on the bill.  Motion carried 4-0.

Set special meeting

The Facility Study on the proposed expansion of the wastewater ponds is completed.  S.E.H. will present the information to the Council at a special meeting.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to set a special meeting for February 27 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss and consider approval of the Facility Plan.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Library Board minutes – January 22, Chamber of Commerce report.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City has received written notice from the union of an increase in health insurance premiums and a letter noting approval of the annexation from the MN Office of Administrative Hearings.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Fire Formula meeting at the Fire Hall on Tuesday, February 12 at 7:00 p.m. and the Board of Review on Tuesday, April 29 at 7:00 p.m.  He also mentioned the presentation of the Feasibility Study on the passenger rail project on Wednesday, February 20 at Grand Casino.  He notified the Council that the grading plan was completed, the cost estimate prepared and the review underway for the Golf Course Improvement project.  Finally, upcoming training includes a Business & Workforce Development Conference put on by NTI in Hinckley on April 29-30 and a Sustainable Tourism workshop in April in Duluth.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to adjourn at 8:36 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

