SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 16th, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, and Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Gene Lalonde, Steve Heth, Eric Thomlinson, Tony Vavricka, Nic Beltraute, Chelsea Kitley, Irene Sandell
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the addition of 9H—Approve Special Events Permit for Kettle River Paddle Festival.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Community Ed—Request for Funds for Lifeguard for Summer Swim Program

Irene Sandell, East Central Community Education, appeared before the Council with a request for the Community Ed Summer Program.  They would like to offer swimming two afternoons a week during the summer.  The Lions Club has agreed to cover the cost of the bus.  There is a need for a lifeguard two days a week, for a total cost of $600 for the three months.    Community Ed is requesting that the Council sponsor the cost to hire the lifeguard.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve Community Ed’s request for $600 to pay for a lifeguard for the summer swimming days.  Motion carried 5-0.

SEH Engineering—Well Siting Study 

The City had previously requested that S.E.H perform a well siting study.  The City currently functions with 2 wells, but an additional well is anticipated being needed to handle future development.  Eric Thomlinson and Steve Heth, S.E.H engineers, presented the completed study.  The final task is to drill a test well and put wellhead protections in place.  Thomlinson explained that due to the conditions, the City may wish to drill deeper than first expected if they use the proposed site.  A second option is to choose another site and drill shallower.  In either case, a test well would be drilled prior to the actual well.  

Motion Bonander to accept the engineering well siting study report and to proceed with the test well.  Motion failed for lack of a second.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the S.E.H. well siting report and authorize Staff to proceed with the test well, contingent on specific site being identified.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

There were no Councilmember or resident complaints.  Bonander informed the Council that the next Chamber Meeting is Wednesday, April 30th at the Golf Course.  

APPROVE MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the regular meeting minutes from April 2, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows: Approve PHASE to provide summer cemetery workers; Approve compost monitor hire; Approve cemetery lot sale—MacInday—S ½ of N ½ Lot 14 Section F; Approve expanded City Hall lease—CIP; Authorize Administrator attendance—zoning workshops—May & June; Approve Stafne excavation permit.  Motion carried 5-0.

Bonander recused himself from accepting consent agenda item E.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda item E – Approve liquor licenses.  Motion carried 4-0, Bonander abstaining.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve Special Events Permit for Kettle River Paddle Festival.  Motion carried 5-0.  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $52,333.13.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council members with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report of March 2008.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Train Park Electrical Upgrade Project

The Council is considering whether or not to upgrade and improve the electrical service in Train Park.  Drilling Electric, after discussion with MN Power, has prepared a plan and a cost estimate for the project.  Mr. Drilling confirmed that he would undertake the project for a cost not to exceed $16,000 assuming there are no major underground surprises.  Atterbury questioned from where funds for such a project would come.  Griffith responded that there are funds in the Capital Projects Fund.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to offer the contract for Train Park electrical improvements project to Drilling Electric for an amount not to exceed $16,000 with the funds coming from Capital Projects Fund.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Off-Site Directional Signs

City sign ordinance places limits on the number and location of offsite directional signage.  The City has received request for an offsite directional sign and the only location for the sign would be on city property.  Council directed Planning Commission to discuss and provide a recommendation.  The Commission passed a new recommendation that the only directional signage to be allowed on city property would be a single directional sign stating additional businesses on one block.  Motion passed on a 3-2 vote.  There was no consensus on the Commission.  With the proposed upgrades to Train Park, a decision needs to be made so that any improvements in the future complement each other.  

No action was taken at this time.  

Approve RFP – Lincoln Avenue property

The City owns a parcel of land north of Ashley’s Addition and east of Chris’s Foods.  In December 2007 the Planning Commission split the parcel into buildable and wetlands and suggested that the City offer it for housing development.  The Council requested that Staff prepare a RFP for the site, which was made available at this meeting.  Edmond and Johnson both felt that the RFP was too restrictive and that the City should consider any proposal received for the site.  Edmond also stated that he would like to see a creative proposal since the parcel abuts commercial property.  Stadin did not want the City to consider swapping the parcel for work provided.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to authorize staff to modify the RFP to state that the City will consider proposals for the parcel if received within a thirty day period provided there is evidence of financial capability to develop, that the City will offer the parcel at fair market value, which will be set by the County Assessor, and that all those who submit will be notified that any proposed development other than that allowed under the existing residential zoning will be responsible for obtaining zoning changes or a conditional use permit from the Planning Commission.  Motion carried 4-1.  

Develop Spruce Road

The EDA’s purchase of the Vork property has necessitated developing road access to the property.  The road base could later be improved with Class V.  Stadin questioned the need for the road at this time.  He felt that access for logging equipment could be obtained if the work were done during the winter.  Edmond also questioned the timing for needed access.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to request quotes for the development of Spruce Road.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

City Public Works facility

The Council had previously authorized an RFP for design and planning services for a new Public Works facility.  Three firms responded and the Council reviewed their submissions.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to offer the contract for the design and planning of the Public Works facility to MSA Engineering.  Motion carried 5-0.

Fire Call Fees

The City adopted Ordinance 2008-02 to set fees for services in 2008, including services provided by the Fire Department.  Proposed Ordinance 2008-04 would clarify activities for which the Fire Department may charge.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt Ordinance 2008-04, an ordinance amending Section 906 of the Sandstone City Code regarding emergency and fire protection services.  Motion failed 1-4.  

Discussion ensued in which Johnson suggested that safety at the scene and traffic control is every bit as important as fire suppression in a roadside incident.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to amend the fee schedule to include a charge for every vehicle that is involved in a roadside incident for which the Fire Department was called out, the same charge as is charged for an auto fire call.  Motion carried 5-0.

Policy – fee resolution process

Staff has proposed a policy for resolution of disputes involving City fees.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adopt the proposed Fee Resolution Policy.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, PeopleService operations report – April 4, Golf Advisory Commission minutes – April 10.  Motion carried 5-0

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Board of Review meeting on Tuesday, April 29th at 7 pm, and the NTI Regional Planning meeting on Tuesday, May 19th at 7 pm at the Senior Center.  He also informed them of the County Junk Days on May 15-17 in Sandstone at the County Garage; the County Household Hazardous Waste Day in June in Hinckley; the Business & Workforce Development Conference on April 29th and 30th in Hinckley; and that Dean Petersen is requesting a leave of absence as Fire Chief and that Andy Andrews will take our Fire Chief duties.  Griffith also reminded the Council that he will be on vacation the week of April 20th, and requested that they provide input for the list of possible street projects for Capital Projects.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:02 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, City Clerk

