CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

November 14, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, Spartz

Members absent:
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Liaison Edmond; Dale Powers, Pine County Zoning;

                                    Natalie Cowart

Chair T Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Member Spartz left meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

North Oaks of Sandstone Subdivision

Pine County Zoning Administrator Dale Powers provided the Commission with the history of the development of North Oaks subdivision.   The project started about two years ago.  The Pine County Planning Commission reviewed the Preliminary Plat in Nov of 05 with requirements for certain changes and conditions.   These have been met and the Commission met on Tuesday, November 11 to give final approval to the Preliminary Plat.

As the City has extended subdivision regulations to this parcel there are some legal and timing issues to be dealt with.

The County Planning Commission addressed the City’s concerns in the conditions they placed upon approval.

The City Planning Commission was provided with copies of the County’s report and a copy of the plat.

The City will need to grant variances to the subdivision – the major being city requires minimum of 5 acres and the plat has 2.5 acre lots.  There may be others depending on the final wording of the plat’s covenants and restrictions and the language in the homeowners association documents.

Those issues include ownership, access and maintenance of the storm water ponds; requirement that covenants restrict use to single family homes; require the creation of a homeowner’s association; and put buyers on notice that if property is ever annexed that they may be assessed for cost to bring street into conformance with City standards. 

The City attorney and the County attorney will need to discuss what kind of approval the County will give to the final plat as the City will request that approval be subject to final review and approval of the covenants and of the association documents.

Powers also suggested the creation of a unique residential zoning district that would only apply ot this plat to avid any non-conformance issues.

Motion L Gafkjen, Second Hilty to set Public Hearing for December 12 at 7:15 pm to consider variances for North Oaks of Sandstone subdivision.  Motion approved 3-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS
Project Updates

Staff updated Commission on various projects.

Hospital – Financial feasibility work to be completed by April 1. If no major surprises they will build new hospital in Sandstone.  Propose a campus complex but nursing home and assisted living will come later.   City discussing how to pay for infrastructure and how much of that the City should subsidize.

Old School – EDA has sent owner letter giving him 30 days to cure default in agreement which are non payment of taxes and non payment on EDA loan.

Rail station – Plans, drawings and cost estimates are complete.  Feasibility study to be completed by end of year.  City is continuing to make its case for being the location of a regional rail station.

Township – Several members were present at the informational meeting held with township residents. Township and County must consider whether or not to appeal this act which would then result in the setting up of a Joint Planning Board.  Commission will review these areas at it next meeting.

ADJOURN
Motion L. Gafkjen, second Hilty to adjourn meeting at 8:19 pm. Motion carried 3-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

