SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 16, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonnander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Andy Spartz, George Castonguay, Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde

The Council recessed for the EDA meeting at 7:00 pm.

The Council was called back from recess at 7:36 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the agenda with the addition of 12H – Facilities Plan, 12I – Chamber project, 12J – Sandstone Township, and 12K – Rail service and possible train station and the deletion of 13B – Planning Commission minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson mentioned some garbage in the ditch near the Citgo car wash which appeared to be emptied out of the vacuum cleaner.  Stadin noted a trailer parked on Angle Street for at least a month which was plugged in for electric, but with no apparent resident.  Griffith responded that he would look into both issues.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes of May 2nd and Board of Review.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Adopt Resolution 2007-07, Corporate authorization – replace Grundmeier with Tyson on bank and credit union accounts for signatures; Approve payout of Grundmeier vacation time to Medical Savings Plan; Appoint Gary Bowen to Safety Committee.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $27,581.44.  Motion carried 5-0.

Additionally, the Finance Officer provided the Council with the unaudited Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report for April 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Approve hire of Assistant Clerk

The Council had previously given the Personnel Committee authorization to offer the Assistant Clerk position to the best candidate.  The Committee reviewed nineteen applications and interviewed five candidates.  

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to accept the Personnel Committee recommendation and offer the part-time Assistant Clerk position to Vicki Kettlewell at a rate of $9.00 per hour with a $.50 per hour increase upon successful completion of the probationary period, to begin May 21, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

Drinking fountain – Train Park

The Veterans Memorial Committee has submitted drawings for a proposed handicap-accessible drinking fountain in Train Park.  The work will be completed by the Committee and volunteers.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the proposed drinking fountain location in Train Park.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Sign ordinance revision and amendments

The Planning Commission has been discussing proposed changes to the Sign Ordinance which would meet First Amendment challenges regarding the sign’s content.  The Commission is proposing that the Council adopt the proposed revised Sign Ordinance.

Griffith reiterated that the revisions address issues of content rather than number, lighting or structure requirements.  Questions about location and sizes need to be referred to the Planning Commission for consideration as the revised ordinance only brings it into compliance without any changes to said concerns.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to adopt Ordinance 2007-08, an ordinance amending section 415 of the Sandstone City Code, and to adopt Ordinance 2007-09, an ordinance allowing summary publication of Ordinance 2007-08.  Motion carried 3-2.

Special Events Ordinance

In consideration of a proposed music festival, the Council directed the City Attorney to draft a proposed ordinance to address special events.  The City Attorney provided the Council with proposed Ordinance 2007-10, an ordinance amending Sandstone City Code to add a new section 960 regarding special events.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to set June 6th as a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 2007-10, an ordinance amending Sandstone City Code to add a new section 960 regarding special events.  Motion carried 5-0.

City Hall building repairs

The building inspector has provided the Council with an explanation of needed repairs to the City Hall building.  

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to authorize Staff to request quotes for improvements needed to the City Hall building exterior.  Motion carried 5-0.

Comp time request – Mikrot

John Mikrot, Public Works, is requesting an exception to the comp time policy which requires use of comp time within eight weeks of earning it.  As a new employee, Mikot is only earning five vacation days.  He is requesting that he be allowed to bank some of his comp time for use later in the year.  

Johnson was concerned that approving Mikrot’s request would give the appearance of favoritism.

Edmond suggested that the policy might be changed.

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to table the Mikrot comp time policy exception request to allow the Council to consider a revision in the policy.  Motion carried 5-0.

Excavation Permit renewal – Johnson

Mike Johnson, MMAP Properties, LLC, has applied for a renewal of his fill and excavation permit.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the renewal of the MMAP Properties, LLC fill and excavation permit with the same conditions as last year (dust control maintained as needed, site restoration work be completed upon work ceasing in a particular area, limited hours of operation and no weekend crushing), subject to inspection by the Administrator, subject to the conditions outlined in the engineering report dated February 24, 2003 from Forensic Engineering Services, Inc. and subject to restoration drawing submission and acceptance.  Motion carried 5-0.

Manhole work
The Council approved a contract with Infratech to do manhole repairs and rehabilitation.  Infratech has identified seven manholes which need to be raised.  They estimate that the additional work will cost $4,500.00.  

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the additional manhole work, to be done by Infratech, and to pay for it out of the Sewer Fund – Capital Outlay.  Motion carried 4-1.

Facilities Plan

The City had previously been contacted by the Mille Lacs Band requesting that a possible residential development south of the ponds they are considering be included in the Facilities Plan for wastewater treatment in the event that it proceeds with said development.  In 2005 the City agreed to this arrangement providing the Band would pay for any additional engineering costs.  The Band has now agreed to pay those additional costs.  He clarified that incorporating the Band’s request does not mean that the Council is agreeing to proceed with the Facilities Plan nor with any expansion based on the Band’s request.  

The Council reviewed the engineering proposal, with Griffith pointing out a significant increase in the cost estimate for an additional option the City requested.  

Stadin questioned whether there was a requirement of residency within the City limits in order for the City to handle waste.  Bonander responded that including others such as the FCI and the current request benefits the City by increasing the customer base.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the contract amendments to the Facilities Plan, agreeing to the inclusion of the Mille Lacs Band, and to respectfully request the presence of the engineer at an upcoming Council meeting to explain the increase in the cost estimate.  Motion carried 5-0.

Chamber project

The Chamber is proposing a beautification project which would include baskets, banners and brackets and is requesting that the City participate with a $2,000 donation toward the cost of the baskets and banners.  

Bonander was available to answer questions and explain the Chamber’s plans.  However, he excused himself from the discussion and the vote.

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to participate in the Chamber’s beautification project with a donation of $2,000.  Motion carried 4-0.

Sandstone Township

The City is pursuing extending zoning and subdivision controls over a portion of Sandstone Township.  The Township has contacted an attorney to assist in developing a general zoning ordinance.  This attorney is with Kennedy & Graven, the City’s official legal firm.  There is a potential for conflict of interest.  Griffith pointed out that the attorney the Township is proposing to use is highly recommended and may encourage zoning which complements that of the City.  

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to agree to a Waiver of Potential Conflict with Sandstone Township.  Motion carried 5-0.

Passenger rail service and possible Sandstone train station

The Coordinating Committee for Passenger Rail between Minneapolis and Duluth/Superior is preparing to undertake a feasibility study.  The City is invited to participate in the study with a donation of $15,000.  This participation would allow the City to place a voting member on Coordinating Committee and possibly become a member of the Joint Powers, consequently having a voice in the station locations.  Council member Bonander is a logical choice for the City’s representative due to his current membership in the Rush Line Corridor.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to agree to participate in the Passenger Rail feasibility study in the amount of $15,000, out of Undesignated General Reserve and further to appoint Council member Bonander as a voting member to the Committee and Gene LaLonde as an alternate.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2007-08, Resolution in support for Duluth to the Twin Cities passenger rail service.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Park & Recreation Commission minutes – May 8; Clean-up Day report – May 5; PeopleService operations report – May 15.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the Interchange Landscape Project planting scheduled for 8:30 on May 19.  He mentioned Sandy Johnson and Betsy Danielson for special thanks for their planning of this event.  Griffith also extended the City’s appreciation to the volunteers and the warden for help with the City Clean-up Day.

The Council recessed at 8:42 p.m. to go into closed session.

The Council reconvened at 8:49 p.m.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to direct the Administrator to respond to the union request in writing.  Motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

