Regular Council and EDA Minutes November 19, 2008


SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 19, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Brian Warner, Jill Warner, Tim Franklin, Thane Murphy, Tim Schmutzer, Selina Laursen, Ronald Osladil, Marcia Larson, Phill Kester, Gene LaLonde, George Castonguay, Stuart Halonen

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Review 2009 Budget

Consideration was deferred to the end of the meeting.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander mentioned the upcoming Ice Fest at Robinson Park, and also noted that the Minnesota Trails Guide published an article highlighting the City of Sandstone and ice climbing.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the meeting minutes for November 5, 2008 with the correction to a misspelling of Edmond’s name.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve engagement letters for 2008 audits with Althoff & Althoff, 9B-Approve reappointments of Geoff Hilty, Lisa Gafkjen and Andy Spartz to Planning Commission, 9C-Approve reappointment of Charlene Petry to Park and Recreation Commission and 9D-Approve advertising for Lions Hill Warming House Attendant position.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $28,437.17.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council members with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report of October 2008.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

2009 Street and Utility Project 

Discussion of this took place during the review of the 2009 budget later in the meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS

Authorize Fund Transfer

The Council is being asked to approve a fund transfer from the City General Reserve Fund (224) to the EDA General Fund (228).  These monies had previously been set aside and restricted to the use for capital development, including the purchase of land to enable the hospital development project.  The monies are currently needed to purchase the first parcel of land and if the land is sold to develop the hospital project, the funds will be returned to the General Reserve Fund.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the fund transfer from the City General Reserve Fund (Fund 224) to the EDA General Fund (Fund 228) in the amount of $92,000.00 for purposes of land acquisition of the Jensen parcel and related closing costs. Motion Carried 5-0

Establish and appoint members to Fee Dispute Resolution Committee

Last year the Council adopted a policy to handle disputes of fees charged by the City. The policy calls for the establishment of a Fee Dispute Resolution Committee and the Council needs to appoint two members to the Committee.  Consensus was that this will be an unpaid position.  Edmond suggested that the decision be put off until the new Council members are seated, however, he and Atterbury agreed to serve in this capacity for the remainder of the year.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to appoint Atterbury and Edmond to the Fee Dispute Resolution staff committee.  Motion carried 5-0

Rail Alliance-establish a Committee and appoint members

In the past, Bonander has been the elected official liaison to the Rushline Corridor and Rail Alliance. Although he will not be serving as a Council member in the coming year, he is willing to continue in this capacity and it would be in the City’s best interest to maintain continuity in its efforts to attract and secure a train station for the City.  Additionally, the Council could establish a Rail Committee and appoint an elected official along with the unelected liaison.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to establish a Rail Committee, appointing Leonard Bonander as the community liaison to the Rail Alliance Project, with an elected official to be appointed to this committee in January. Motion carried 4-0, 1 abstention.

Appointment to County Water Plan Task Force

The Administrator has been asked to represent the City on the County Water Plan Task Force which will be meeting every 4-6 weeks for the next 2 years to update the County Water Management Plan.  The Council determines the Administrator’s participation in activities outside of the normal clerk duties.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve of the Administrator’s participation on the County Water Plan Task Force.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Assessment of Unpaid Bills for Service

The City holds a public hearing prior to assessing delinquent water and sewer account and other unpaid City services.  Delinquent accounts were published in the newspaper and the property owners were notified by mail.  Any unpaid accounts will be certified to the County on November 26, 2008.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to open the Pubic Hearing at 7:17 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

Marcia Larson appeared before the Council with documentation showing that the property in question, parcel 45.5457.000, was sold at a Sheriff’s sale on 4-17-08 and that the mowing and sewer charges were from June when the bank had become the property owner.  

Stuart Halonen objected to the storm water charges to his property, parcel 45.0048.000, in that City work on a manhole near his property had created a situation in which he was the recipient of significant storm water run-off.  He stated that he would not object to the storm water charge if the City rectified the situation.  Griffith responded that the City would assess the situation created by the manhole work.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 7:34 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to not waive the mowing and sewer charges against parcel 45.5457.000.  Motion carried 4-1.  

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to not waive the storm water fee against parcel 45.0048.000.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS (cont)

Grant Application-Safety Equipment

The City has an interest in installing a tailgate sander system for the Ford 450 truck, an estimated $9,400 - $11,800 expense.  The State of Minnesota has a grant program for certain kinds of safety equipment that provides matching funds. If the City applies for the grant, and it is approved, it could cut in half the price the City must pay for the tailgate sander.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to apply for MN Safety Grant with the understanding that if the grant is awarded the City will consider actually purchasing the tailgate sanding system. Motion carried 5-0.  

PHASE Recycling Project
PHASE is purchasing the old Chris’ Food Center and converting it to a recycling center. PHASE has a contract with Pine County to recycle the materials from the sheds located around the County. This program will start in January and will be hiring 11 community workers.  Due to the fact that a Purchase Agreement was signed prior to the new Use and Occupancy Permit ordinance of September 25, 2008, PHASE is exempt from these requirements.  No action taken – information only.

Animal Control Ordinance

The legislature has amended state statute regarding dangerous or potentially dangerous animals.  The City Attorney has revised the City ordinance to bring it into compliance with the new state statutes.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2008-16, an ordinance amending section 911 of the Sandstone City Code regarding animal control.  Motion carried 5-0.

Summary Publication – Ordinance 2008-17
Motion Johnson, second Stadin to pass ordinance 2008-17, an ordinance allowing for summary publication of Ordinance 2008-16.  Motion carried 5-0.

Special Events Permit-Ice Fest IV

City is being asked to approve a Special Event permit which would allow the use of Robinson Park for the annual Ice Fest celebration. The Park would be in use from Friday, December 12, through Sunday, December 14. 

Motion Johnson second Edmond to approve the Special Events permit for Ice Fest, subject to receipt of insurance binder.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Jill Warner gave a report on the latest planned activities which include a Chamber Christmas party. She also mentioned that the Halloween party had a turnout of over 300 kids.  

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf Advisory minutes – October 9, Planning Commission minutes – November 12, PeopleService operations – November 11, and Public Works operations – October 1-November10.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received a friendly memo from the DNR with concerns and suggestions for dealing with the City’s burn pile.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator reminded the Council of a Truth in Taxation Hearing, December 3, at 6:30 p.m. and of the approval needed for the 2009 budget and levy on December 17. He mentioned that the zamboni has been checked to see what repairs it is in need of. He also noted the following workshops: November 20-Energy Policy Coalition-West St. Paul, December 3 and 4-Connected Communities-broadband development, and January 7- RDA-Utility system planning and management at Little Falls. He updated the Council on the test well project:  there is an anticipated expense of approximately $800 over the contract amount.  After discussion, there was consensus to encourage sale of “peddler signs” at various businesses around town rather than the City selling them.

Recess at 7:50 p.m. for EDA business.

Council back in session at 8:02 p.m.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Review 2009 budget

Griffith pointed out the City’s revenue sources and its categories of expenditures.  He also noted that there is no proposed increase in the levy over 2008.  There is an anticipated $160,000 increase in LGA revenue.  

He reviewed the following proposed changes or additions to this year’s budget:  the part time public works position being changed to full time, a 5% increase in the law enforcement contract, and funds for the shortfall on the Quarry Place project.  He pointed out several possible activities that are not budgeted that the Council needs to consider including various street and utility improvements proposed. 

Johnson stated that she would like to see monies put into the budget for Park & Recreation.  Edmond responded that the Council had previously requested that the Park & Recreation Commission provide a comprehensive plan and that the Council would consider funding options at that time.  There is no plan developed yet.  

Stadin stated that he did not want to see the part time public works position turned into full time.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor







____________________________________







Attest:







Sam Griffith, Clerk

City OF Sandstone 

EDA Meeting

November 19, 2008

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:52 p.m. by Chairperson Johnson.

Roll Call

Members Present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members Absent:
None

Staff Present:
Griffith, Hormillosa and Johnson, CATV.

Others present:
Gene Lalonde, Phill Kester, Thane Murphy, George Castonguay, Tim Franklin, Erika Hormillosa

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There was none

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Land exchange/purchase of land

The EDA has approved a land purchase and a 1031 land exchange with Vern and Cathleen Jensen in order to facilitate the hospital development project.  Funds would be transferred from the City’s General Reserve and returned to the City if/when the land is sold for the hospital project.  There is a question regarding the easement along the western boundary.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the purchase agreements with Vern and Cathleen Jensen and to authorize the EDA Chair and the Executive Director to complete and sign all the paperwork necessary to complete the sale and exchange subject to the easement issue being resolved to the satisfaction of the EDA.  

Edmond suggested that no action be taken at this meeting since it would have to come before the EDA again.

Bonander withdrew his motion in support of Edmond’s suggestion.  Stadin withdrew his second to the motion.

REPORTS

Rostamkhani foreclosure 

Griffith reported that the target sale date for the old school building is at the end of January

Wild River website
The website should have pictures and text completed by the holidays.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to adjourn at 8:02 p.m.  

_____________________________________









Jody Johnson









Chairperson

Attest:

____________________________________

Sam Griffith

Clerk

