PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

August 19, 2008

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Petry

Staff: Griffith

Others: Stadin

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

Motion Dybvig, second Petry to approve agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Petry, second Colsrud to approve February and May minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Commission operations

The Park & Recreation Commission has had difficulty getting a quorum this year.  This is only the third meeting of the year.

Each Commission member needs to decide whether or not they wish to stay on the Commission.  Members and staff will talk to those absent to see if they have continuing interest.  Perhaps members can find alternates for themselves.

A suggestion was made to approach groups such as the softball teams, Chamber, Flower & Garden Club, Lions Clubs to appoint members to serve.

The Commission needs to agree upon and keep a regular meeting day and time.  The second Tuesday for breakfast seems to work for most.  We will meet either in the am or the pm on the second Tuesday.   The advantage of a breakfast meeting is it does make the Commission focus on its work knowing its time is limited.

Park Projects

Timing

The discussion was whether or not to recommend a park improvement bond to the Council yet this year.  Member Dybvig pointed out that holding a referendum in a national election year is not a good idea.

The consensus of the group is to look at next spring giving the Commission time to prepare, educate and advertise the projects.

Member Barsness suggested taping a presentation of the projects for Channel 13 viewing.

Fees for Camping and Use of Parks

It was suggested that groups getting a special event permit to use any city park, should pay some kind of fee for camping and for park clean-up.  The fee would help cover the additional costs of monitoring and clean up after the event with part of the fee refundable if the group cleans up after themselves or if they send people to clean-up days.   The fee would be so much per person with some of it refundable. Any group that does help during clean-up days should get some publicity and thanks for their involvement.

Staff was directed to develop a fee proposal for review.

A donation box should be placed in Robinson Park that could also be used for payments for the primitive camping area when developed.

Train Park Gazebo

The condition of the gazebo is such that it is in need of some major repairs.  The thought is to consider moving the gazebo to another very visible site where it could be renovated and used.  Angle Park is one option.  It could be made accessible and also it would free up space in Train Park.

It was the consensus of the group to continue thinking about this and to discuss at a later meeting.

Next meeting – Tuesday, September 16 at 7 am at Amy’s Café.

Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Petry to adjourn meeting at 7:54 pm.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

