SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 20, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members absent:
Atterbury

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Stadin, CATV

Other present:
Renee Volk, Gary Bowen, Clarence Wattnem, Ron Newey, Lois Newey, Tim Franklin, Donna Mars, Irene Judkins, Judy Britton, Richard Edward

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Bonander  to approve the agenda with the following corrections:  delete 12C – Administrator’s review and move 12A – Consider hiring golf course consultant to the first item for discussion.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS – 12A

Consider hiring golf course consultant

Due to Council concern regarding the financial status of the golf course and its future, staff has been in contact with Joe Malone, the general manager of Wild Marsh Golf Club regarding some outside evaluation and recommendations.  Mr. Malone has submitted a proposal for an evaluation and analysis of the current operations and the potential for leasing the course out.  

Gafkjen pointed out that the recommendations of an outside and experienced professional would be very useful.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to approve a contract with Joe Malone and Paul Grovum to provide recommendations for improvements to the operations of the Sandstone Area Country Club in the amount of $2,000.  Motion carried 4-0.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS, PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Edmond expressed concern that certain local issues and ensuing ill-feelings are being fed by rumors.  He believed that statements made in the Pine County Courier were inaccurate and misleading.  

Johnson stated that she had not intended to offend a certain individual by questions she asked at the previous council meeting, but rather was interested in doing the best for all the residents.

Bonander also questioned the wisdom of publishing certain “letters to the editor.”  He responded to statements in the letter to the editor concerning his disagreement with another business owner in Sandstone.   He also contended that the disagreements regarding the Miss Sandstone program had been addressed properly at the Chamber meeting and that to rehash them in other forums was detrimental to the community.    Another issue he addressed concerned the upcoming election for city offices.  He views the council position, as well as the mayoral one, as essentially a volunteer opportunity for an individual who wants to help in the decision-making process for the greater good of the community.  Due to recent personal attacks, he questioned whether the service done was worth the aggravation.

Gafkjen requested that all residents comply with the city’s leash ordinance and keep dogs restrained, out of respect for others and the safety of the animal.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve regular meeting minutes for September 6 and special meeting minutes for September 13, 2006.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

A public hearing had been scheduled regarding the Conditional Use Permit for Physiques.  Physiques has scheduled an appointment with the Building Inspector to determine what work is necessary to come into compliance with the conditional use permit.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to continue the public hearing for the Conditional Use Permit for Physiques until the regular October 18th Council meeting.  Motion carried 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to approve the consent agenda as follows: Confirm appointment of election judges to include Jane Grundmeier, Alana Tyson and Sam Griffith; Approve sale and receipt of perpetual care for one space – North ½ of Lot 31, Section F, Second Addition; Approve contract amendment to PeopleService contract regarding maintenance; Approve temporary Liquor License – Sportsmen Club for November 4 fund raiser.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Claims

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $28,259.68.  Motion carried 4-0.

Finance Officer Newey provided the Council with the July 2006 Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS
Water rate increase & sewer rate decrease – set public hearing

The Water Fund will run a deficit in 2007 without an increase, while the Sewer Fund will run a small surplus.  Staff has recommended a water rate increase and a sewer rate decrease.  Before taking any action, the Council should hold a public hearing to take community input.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to set a public hearing on water and sewer rates on October 18, 2006.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Library Board minutes – June 20; Public Works operations 7/10 – 9/13; PeopleService operations September 15.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Council received letters of concern from residents Cheri Holm and Jerrylyn Chose.  It also received a memo regarding speed bumps from the City Attorney.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith informed the Council that Alana Tyson has completed her probationary period and is now a full-time, permanent employee.  He also reminded the Council that Sheriff Mansavage and Deputy Frehse will be in attendance at the October 4th Council meeting.

IceFest organizers are already planning for the 2006 festival.  

ADJOURN

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 7:43 p.m.
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