SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 5, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Deputy Gary Frehse, Thane Murphy, Gene LaLonde, Andy Andrews, George Castonguay, Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the addition of 9C-Set November 19 at 7:15 pm a Public Hearing for the assessment of unpaid bills for services.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He stated that there were a total of 94 calls, 11 of which were medical, 5 of which were theft reports. He noted that there was a good attendance for the children’s Halloween party at the Fire Hall/Senior Center.    

Motion Johnson, second Edmund to recess at 7:07 p.m. to sit as the Election Canvass Board for certification of election results. Motion carried 5-0.

The Council reviewed the election results. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to declare Randy Atterbury as Mayor.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Edmund to declare Andy Andrews and Phil Kester as the newly elected Council members with 229 and 245 votes respectively.  Motion carried 5-0.


Council was back is session at 7:11 p.m.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Thane Murphy provided an update on the hockey/skate rink:  2-3 inches of Class V have been laid down on the tar and it is ready to freeze, the group is waiting for Minnesota Power to hook up the electric so that the building can be cleaned, they are also waiting on the Warden for the okay to proceed with the Zamboni repairs.  

Johnson asked if the accounting changes had been implemented yet for the Golf Course.  Griffith responded that, due to the Finance Officer being on vacation, they had not yet been put in place.  

Stadin pointed out that recent painting on the curbs was not completely according to statute.  

Bonander mentioned the upcoming Ice Fest on December 11-13 and the Rail meeting on December 10 in Duluth.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmund, second Johnson to approve the meeting minutes for October 15, 2008. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve sale of cemetery lot and accept perpetual care payment N ½ of Lot 55, Section B, Second Addition-Watrin; 9B-Approve sale of cemetery lot and accept perpetual payment S ½ of Lot 56, Section B, Second Addition - Zenor; and 9C-Set on November 19 at 7:15 pm a Public Hearing for the assessment of unpaid bills for services.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmund to approve and pay claims in the amount of $74,643.63.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Eagle Drive surface water improvements

The Council reviewed the engineering options that SEH had prepared addressing the drainage issues on Eagle Drive.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to table this discussion until spring. Motion carried 5-0 

Consider Ordinance 2008-14-Peddler’s Ordinance

The Council had previously reviewed the existing Peddler’s Ordinance which is in need of modification and directed the City Attorney to draft an ordinance that would be a modified Green River Ordinance.  It would require a peddler to register with City Hall. The City Attorney developed a draft which has definitions and allows property owners to have more control over who is allowed on their property. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2008-14, an ordinance repealing section 1150 and adding new section 1150 of the Sandstone City Code regarding non-commercial door-to-door advocates, peddlers, professional fundraisers and solicitors. Motion carried 5-0

Golf Course-Short and Long term planning

Having directed the Golf Advisory Commission to develop a proposal for financing options for the golf course expansion project, the Council had previously adopted the recommendations, one of which was to extend the Norby contract and proceed with timber sale and removal this winter.  Council reviewed Norby’s proposal.  Andy Andrews wondered whether professional services were needed for this project at all or if it wasn’t something which could be accomplished by volunteers.  Stadin pointed out that the volunteers who have contributed so much in the past are aging.  Edmond suggested that a professional firm like Norby would be able to design a layout which is not just functional, but aesthetically pleasing as well.    

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the proposed contract extension with Kevin Norby for Golf Course expansion.  Motion carried 5-0.

2009 Budget-discuss review process

Consensus was to discuss 2009 budget at the November 19th meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve authority for ice-making

The City anticipates several requests for use of fire hydrants this winter for ice making activities.  To ensure that the hydrants are opened and closed properly, the Council is asked to consider granting certain individuals or entities that authority.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize PeopleService, Fire Department staff or retired firemen to operate the City hydrants during ice making activities this winter.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider PHASE service agreement

The City has historically used PHASE to provide manpower for mowing or short term clerical or public works projects.  In an effort to clarify employment, workers’ compensation issues, etc, and to avoid conflicts, the City is proposing to contract with PHASE for services rather than individually hiring PHASE participants.

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the Service Agreement with PHASE.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Ordinance 2008-15-Fire Department

Fire Department rules and regulations have been reviewed to ensure compliance with state law and City code. A new set of rules was drafted to bring the department into compliance. One of the issues being addressed is the selection process for the fire chief. Due to the fact that this position is a supervisory position, the amended rules call for the fire chief to be appointed by the council rather than elected by the firemen as has been the practice. Andy Andrews, current fire department chief, strongly suggested that the Council accept the department’s recommendation this year for the position of fire chief. Consensus was to continue the discussion about implementation of the new rules at future meetings.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2008 – 15, an ordinance repealing section 306 and adding new section 306 of the Sandstone City Code regarding the Fire Department and also to adopt the proposed rules and regulations for the Fire Department.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion, second to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Public Works operations report – 7/28-10/15.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received a letter from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources of their inspection of the Outdoor Recreation Grant of which the City was a participant.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Truth in Taxation Hearing scheduled for December 3, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.  He also provided each member with a map of the proposed snowmobile route through Sandstone, noted that the City had implemented an Identity Theft Protection Program for utility customers, informed the Council that the report was available of the October 30 Rail Alliance informational meeting, and that the Rail Alliance Technical Advisory Committee had also met on October 30 in Sandstone.  

He announced the following workshops/training:  November 14 – Regional Clerk’s meeting in Princeton, November 17 – IPAD – Data Practices in St. Paul (Sam is attending), November 20 – Energy Policy Coalition – West St. Paul, December 3 and 4 – Connected Communities – broadband development, and January 7 – RDA – Utility system planning and management – Little Falls.  Finally, he provided an update on the Free Church project.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

