SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

September 27, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Atterbury, Bonander, Edmond, Gafkjen, Johnson

Members absent:
 

Staff present:

Griffith & Stadin, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Judy Britton, XXX

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Discussion of conduct of members of Council and the Mayor

Staff stated that he had received a written request for a special meeting signed by two Council members.  Written notices were sent to all Council members and the meeting was posted as required by statute.

Council member Edmond said that he wanted to talk about where this Council had started, where it needs to get to and where it is now.  He went on to say that the Council has gone though a process of learning together and that more often than not they have come to have respect for each other and he feels that this Council has a commitment to do what is best for the citizens of Sandstone.  There are a lot of positive things going on – he mentioned all the construction activity and also the plans completed which prepare the City for the future.

He went on to say that the Council needs to continue to grow and that they need to listen to each other not necessarily agree but are willing to listen.  The Council also needs to create an atmosphere where the opinions of all, Council and citizens, can be heard and shared.  To continue to work effectively the Council needs to put aside personal differences, debate freely and try to be problem solvers. 

Council member Johnson arrived at 6:36 pm.

Edmond then said that the Council has hit a bump in the road and he wanted the opportunity to talk to the Mayor and to Council member Bonander face to face.

Edmond then asked Mayor Atterbury to explain the nature of his conversation with Ms Chose of Angel of Hope.

The Mayor responded by saying that he received a phone call from another Council member and told that person that he would go up and talk with Ms Chose.  He took his wife with him.  

He stated that during the conversation he apologized to her for whatever action we (the Council) took that upset her.  The conversation lasted about 45 minutes.

Edmond asked what was the content of the apology?

Council member Johnson stated that she did not feel that any action needed to be apologized for.

Mayor Atterbury repeated that he had apologized for any actions the Council may have taken which had upset her (Ms Chose).

Edmond stated that what Ms Chose says in writing versus what may or may not have happened is the question.

Council member Gafkjen asserted that the Mayor cannot speak for all the Council without Council action.  Council members can only speak for themselves.  Please don’t speak for me.

Edmond then expressed the next area of concern.  He stated that he was disappointed and felt that it was an inappropriate use of Council member Bonander’s Council position to use Council time to take up his side of an issue that the Council after being told about the disagreement said wasn’t a Council matter.

Bonander responded by stating that he had been involved in a family matter that week and was not in focus when he attended the meeting.  He had been given a copy of the article just before the meeting and he felt as Council member Edmond had raised the issue of gossip with the Courier that this was an opportunity for him to respond.

He apologized if it appeared that he used his Council position as a platform, it was not his intent.

Edmond then stated that he was proud to be a part of this Council.  Bonander stated the Council needs to focus on the city’s business as there are a lot of tough decisions coming and Johnson stated that she felt they worked well together.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 6:54 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor







____________________________________







Attest:







Sam Griffith, City Clerk Administrator

