SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 17, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Stadin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Kester, Stadin, Andrews

Members absent:
Edmond, Atterbury

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Jody Johnson, Tim Franklin, John Kern, Jordan Zeller, Don Maxwell

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA  none.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

City’s insurance package

Griffith reviewed the City’s insurance policy with LMCIT, in the absence of Angie Lupinek, the city’s agent.  There are no changes from the previous year.  

Andrews again asked if the City could seek quotes from other agents to provide services in the future, noting that he would like to see the City take the opportunity to support a local business if financially advantageous.

Motion Kester, second Andrews to renew worker’s compensation coverage, to renew LMCIT insurance package, to approve liability coverage and to not waive limits, to approve no fault sewer back-up coverage, and to approve open meeting law coverage at 100% cost reimbursement.  Motion carried 3-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Both Tim Franklin and Councilmember Andrews requested that in reviewing standards for commercial buildings in town, the City’s own buildings not be overlooked, namely the City Garage.  

Jody Johnson asked that future speakers at Council meetings be provided with a microphone.  She also noted some progress on planning for the skate park – quotes received for the cement pad and layout plan.  

Stadin mentioned the partially dead tree in Train Park which overhangs the fence on the boundary with Lamperts.  Griffith noted that he has one quote for removal and was open to getting more.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Andrews, second Kester to approve the regular meeting minutes of June 3, 2009.  Motion carried 3-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Acting Mayor Stadin had Item 9 G removed from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve County classification of several tax forfeit parcels of land in Sandstone as non-conservation; approve Administrator vacation the week of July 19; adopt Resolution 2009-17, resolution accepting $2,175 donation from Relief Association for the new Jaws of Life; set a joint Public Hearing for July 15 at 8:15 pm – Business Subsidy Policy update; approve hire of Patrice Timp and Alan Gosen as probationary firefighters subject to background checks and physicals; and set a Public Hearing for 7:30 pm on July 1 – Issuance of temporary liquor license for Sandstone Lions for Quarry Days.  Motion carried 3-0.

Council member Andrews recused himself from consideration of Item 9G.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve sale of surplus equipment to Pathfinder Village.  Motion carried 2-0, 1 abstention by Council member Andrews.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $54,746.32.  Motion carried 3-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report for May 2009.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Approve purchase of chassis for Fire Department tanker

Tanker #2 needs a replacement chassis due to a roll over this past January while out on a call.  The insurance check received totaled $38,700.  Staff is requesting authorization to proceed with an appropriate chassis purchase if one comes available, in consultation with the Fire Chief and Truck Committee.  The total costs are estimated to be approximately the same amount as that of the insurance check.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to authorize the Administrator, in consultation with the Fire Chief and Truck Committee, to purchase an appropriate chassis when found and to authorize the purchase of the additional equipment and services necessary to complete the outfitting of the tanker, including but not limited to light bars, painting, moving and installation of stainless steel tank and pumps, etc.  Motion carried 3-0.

Commercial building maintenance code

The Council discussed the enforcement of the Commercial Building Maintenance code.  Consensus was to direct staff to use the code to develop a checklist, to have the checklist reviewed by the Council, to initially have Staff, including the Building Inspector, perform the inspections, to report back to Council regarding Staff’s findings, and finally to have the Council review and re-inspect if desired.  Griffith suggested that this process could become fairly routine once instituted.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve purchase of street signs and poles

The Public Works Department has identified a number of missing or illegible street signs and has received a quote to install or replace them, in the amount of $884 plus tax and shipping.  The City has funds in Undesignated Projects account of the Capital Improvements budget.

Motion Andrews, second Kester to approve purchase and installation of street signs and to pay for the purchase from Undesignated Projects account of the Capital Improvements budget.  Motion carried 3-0.

Approve contract for storm drainage work

The City advertised for quotes to replace storm water structures at the corner of Commercial & 4th and at the alley between Main & Commercial on 5th.  Three quotes were received.  Funds for the projects would come from Storm Water Fund for the structures and Capital Projects Fund for the curb, gutter and other cement work.

Motion Kester, second Andrews to offer the 2009 Storm Drainage Work project contract to R & R Construction, including both of the alternates – truncated pedestrian ramp and replacement of the alley apron, for the amount of $3,625 plus $200 for the additional alternative work.  Motion carried 3-0.

Parcel splits

The Council recently approved several parcel splits in relation to the hospital project and the well site.  Procedurally there was an error in that these splits had not been officially reviewed and commented on by the Planning Commission.  They now have been.

Council member Kester recused himself from consideration of the Kester property split.

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2009-18, resolution approving lot split for Kester property.  Motion carried 2-0,  with 1 abstension.

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to adopt Resolution 2009-19, resolution approving lot split for Wallin Trust property.  Motion carried 3-0.

Motion Kester, second Andrews to adopt Resolution 2009-20, resolution approving lot split for Andersen property.  Motion carried 3-0.

Motion Andrews, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2009-21, resolution approving lot split for Sandstone Evangelical Free Church property.  Motion carried 3-0.

Approve well site purchase agreement

Having adopted the resolution to split the parcel, the Council must now re-approve the purchase agreement with the Kesters’ for the well site property.  Council member Kester recused himself from the discussion and vote.

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to re-approve the purchase agreement with the Kesters and to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to complete and sign all the paperwork necessary to complete the sale.  Motion carried 2-0, 1 abstention.

Approve Meadow Woods purchase agreement

Having adopted the resolution to split the Meadow Woods parcel, the Council must approve the proposed purchase agreement which allows for the development of a right of way and storm water storage area on the south edge of the Free Church’s Meadow Woods plat.  

Motion Andrews, second Kester to approve the purchase agreement with the Sandstone Evangelical Free Church and to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to complete and sign all the paperwork necessary to complete the sale.  Motion carried 3-0.

Street repairs

Griffith provided the Council with several options for maintenance of streets as an alternative to more costly street overlays.  Together with Public Works Supervisor Mikrot, he provided the Council with a list of possible street maintenance projects.  He is requesting authorization to get quotes from these companies for the list of projects.

Motion Kester, second Andrews to authorize the Administrator to obtain quotes from several contractors for a list of street maintenance projects.  Motion carried 3-0.

Special Events Permit – Quarry Days

The Chamber has submitted a list of requests pertaining to various aspects of the Quarry Days Festival, including street closure for the parade, approval of the parade route, provision of porta-potties and dumpsters, and waiving the noise ordinance requirement.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve the Chamber’s application for a special events permit, approve closure of streets, request closure by County and MNDOT, approve parade route, request assistance from mounted patrol, order porta-potties and dumpsters, and waive noise ordinance requirements.  Motion carried 3-0.

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Stadin to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park & Recreation Commission minutes – June 8, PeopleService operations report – June 8, and Golf Course operations weekly report – June 8.  Motion carried 3-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council members of the NTI annual meeting on July 8 in Braham.  He mentioned the joint DNR/MN Jobs & Training work crew project to remove invasive plants from Robinson Park on June 22.  He provided an update on the Rodney Carter lawsuit, noting that if the City loses on the Summary Judgment, it will appeal the decision.  

He offered a public acknowledgement of thanks to Master Gardner Sandy Johnson for work, with volunteers, in completing the Library landscaping project.  

He requested volunteers to help with the Johnson Park playground equipment installation on Friday and Saturday, expressing thanks to Mary Franklin for her efforts in this park project.  

Finally, he commented that the Governor’s announced unallotments of LGA were not as “draconian” as previously anticipated and that the City is reasonably well situated to handle the LGA cutbacks in the next couple of years even though it will be difficult.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Andrews, second Kester to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. Motion carried 3-0
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