SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 19, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Representative Tim Faust, Gene Lalonde, Cheri Holm, Tim Franklin, Becca Enstrume, Jolene Vanhorn, Andrea Hormillosa

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the agenda with the deletion of the closed session for union negotiations.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Fuel Reduction Program-Firewise Grant

Dean Peterson informed the Council that the Firewise Program is being turned over to the Fire Department.  The City grant applies to land owners; the County program covers power lines, streets easements, and railroad property; the Federal grant will pay for the storm siren being moved once all the cities have made their requests.  He noted that participating landowners could experience a reduction in their home owner’s insurance.  

Chamber Report

Cheri Holm provided a budget update from Quarry Days. She also mentioned the beautification project and the purchase of seasonal banners.  She noted upcoming special events, including Light Up the Park, to be held the first weekend in December.  She informed the Council that she spends16-24 hours a week on Chamber business and is usually on the office at the History Center on Fridays.  She reminded the Council members that Chamber meetings are held on the last Wednesday of the month at noon.  

Legislative Update
Representative Tim Faust appeared before the Council and commented on recent legislation.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander noted that the next Chamber meeting is to be held in the FCI Training Center on September 26 at noon.  The speaker will be Warden Fondren.

Jolene Vanhorn questioned enforcement of the City’s “junk” ordinance.  She felt that the accumulation of items around Angel Kisses thrift store needed to be addressed by the City.  Griffith responded that the City holds two official clean-up days, and that letters are sent out in response to resident complaints.  He urged residents to notify City Hall if they were aware of problem areas in the City.  
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the regular meeting minutes of September 5, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Physiques-Continued

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to re-open the Physiques Public Hearing at 7:25. Motion carried 5-0.

Griffith pointed out that Physiques was now in compliance with the conditional use permit.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to close the Physiques Public Hearing at 7:27.  Motion carried 5-0. 

As Physiques is now in compliance the Council took no action.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Declare list of golf equipment surplus with no value and authorize Manager to dispose.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $110,206.08.  Motion carried 5-0.

Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue and Expenditure Report for August 2007. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Sixth Street Drainage Project

The Council had previously discussed the need for improvement on Sixth Street.  They received cost estimates from MSA. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize Staff to advertise for bids for storm water work on Sixth Street.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Lock Box Ordinance

The Council had previously discussed, at length, the issue of lock boxes and now would like to hear from the public.  Johnson requested that business owners receive a letter of notification of the public hearing. Griffith suggested that letters could be distributed at the Chamber meeting.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to set a public hearing on proposed lock box ordinance for October 17, 2007. 

Off-Site Directional Signs

The City received a request to place an off-site directional sign on City property, in Train Park, advertising a business not located on Main Street. Council discussed the matter and referred the issue to the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission passed a recommendation that the only directional signs to be allowed on City property at that it be a single sign stating additional businesses one block.  A vote of 3-2 indicated that there was no clear consensus on the issue.  

Edmond suggested the placement of a kiosk with maps to City businesses, the advertising to be paid for by the participating businesses.  Bonander added that a clock tower might be an attractive means of accomplishing this goal. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to table discussion of off-site directional signage until the October 17th meeting to allow time to gather examples of clock towers and kiosks. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Policy-credit on utility bill for back-ups

Staff proposed a policy regarding the City’s response to sanitary sewer back-ups.  The policy includes not forgiving the sewer bill, investigating the damages incurred, reimbursement only for approved damages with a priority of getting the main opened and the back-up cleaned up.  Council reviewed the policy and Resolution 2001- 10 which set up the limited sewer back up insurance program with LMCIT.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt the proposed Sewer Back-Up Policy as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Equipment

The Council is considering purchasing new equipment for snow removal.  Consensus was that the City should remove snow from all sidewalks in the commercial district.  The Council reviewed cost estimates and attachments for a skid steer and a Toro Groundmaster.  A demonstration of the Toro Groundmaster has been provided, and a demonstration of the skid steer is scheduled.  Johnson suggested input be obtained from the Public Works supervisor.  Bonander pointed out that the seemingly high cost of the equipment is offset by the advantages of less expense for the snow removal contract and better maintenance of the new sidewalk work.  No action taken.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park and Recreation Commission minutes-September 11th, Planning Commission minutes-September 12th, Golf operations-September 10th, Golf Advisory Commission minutes-September 5th, PeopleService operation-September 5th.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Griffith noted the mention of rock climbing at Robinson Park in a national magazine, Outside Magazine.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith informed the Council that weeds had developed in the mulch at the Interchange project.  He also mentioned the fire fee meeting with the East Central School superintendent.
Gene Lalonde presented the proposed drawings for the Sandstone Rail Station.  He is estimating the cost to be approximately 6 million dollars, which includes a pedestrian bridge, and a 4.5 % inflationary increase.  The project is designed to be built in phases.  

CLOSED SESSION

Administrator’s Review
Motion Bonander, second Johnson to recess for a closed session at 8:50 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.  

Council was back in session at 9:22 p.m.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to direct the Personnel Committee to review the Administrator’s request and bring a recommendation to the next Council meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

