CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

June 16, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, R. Riley; A. Spartz

Members absent:
Hilty, J Fredericksen; R. Fredericksen

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Andy Andrews, Tim Schmutzer; Selena Laursen

Riley called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve April minutes.  Motion passed 4-0.

CONTINUING BUSINESS

Staff provided an update on the major projects facing the City.  

Planning is continuing on the Hospital project as SMDC explores sources of funds.   

The Free Church will be submitting the Final Plat for Meadow Woods shortly.

The Rail Station project is proceeding with the contract for the PEIS, the programmatic environmental impact study, to be awarded June 14.  The PEIS should have fieldwork completed by October should have some preliminary information, including station locations by end of the year.  When the review is complete on the PEIS, about 6 to 9 months the Rail Joint Powers can proceed with construction documents.   

The Golf Course expansion project is not going to happen in 2009.

NEW BUSINESS

City & EDA land purchases

The City and EDA are proposing to begin acquiring property for the hospital project and acquire land for future well development.  Although the Planning Commission has discussed these projects and the land acquisition many times, staff is asking that the Planning Commission go on record stating that the acquisitions of these parcels is in compliance with the goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

Motion Riley, second T Gafkjen that the proposed parcel acquisitions by the City and the EDA meet the goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  Motion approved 4-0.  

Parcel Splits – Kester, Andersen, Wallin & Meadow Woods properties

The Planning Commission is required to comment on parcel splits.  The Council has passed resolutions stating that these parcel splits do not need to follow the strict subdivision rules but that the Commission should review and make a recommendation to the Council. 

The Planning Commission has discussed and reviewed the parcels a number of times but has never formally taken action to recommend approval of the splits.   

Motion L Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to approve the parcel splits for the Kester property, the Andersen property, the Wallin property and the Meadow Woods property as presented.  Motion approved 4-0.

PHASE request

Tim Schmutzer appeared in front of the Commission to request that the Commission consider granting PHASE a conditional use permit to use the building on Main as a drop off site for the city.   He presented a letter describing the PHASE proposal.

When PHASE was discussing with the Commission previously about the recycling operations, the understanding was that PHASE would establish a track record before requesting this option.  

There was a short discussion about the problems with garbage control at the sheds, the fact that the main building has 24 hour video surveillance, and that it would make the recycling operation more feasible.  The Sandstone sheds would be placed in other cities.  PHASE said they would consider Saturday hours.  There was some discussion about the size of the slots for dropping off the recyclables after hours – too small would be inconvenient and too large would create its own problems.

Motion T Gafkjen, second Riley to set a Public Hearing on July 8 to take comment on a Conditional Use Permit for PHASE to operate a drop off site at the main building.  Motion approved 4-0.

OTHER

Staff presented a letter sent to S. Halonen in regards to a zoning issue and a letter sent to A&D Recycling regarding compliance with a conditional use permit.  The letters were to keep the Commission informed on the status of these issues.

ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 6:50 pm. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

