SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 16, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Steve Fenlon, Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the agenda for July 16, 2008 with the deletion of 7A-Approval of meeting minutes for July 2, and the addition of 12K-Approve survey work for Hospital and Free Church Projects.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson, Chamber Secretary, provided a Quarry Days update, noting that the City float is ready and that volunteers are still needed for the Bingo stand.  Bonander and Johnson announced that they will be running for open City Council seats.  Bonander also commented on the exceptional turnout for the Moving Wall with approximately 5,000 individuals signing the attendance book.  Stadin stated that he was surprised to see the street closed off and wondered how it affected local businesses.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve closure of Commercial Avenue for Kiddie Parade on Friday, August 8 from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm, 9B-Authorise use of ATV and/or golf carts for main parade on Saturday, August 9, and 9C-Approve exempt permit to Sportsmen Club for raffle on November 8, 2008 in Sandstone and agree to waive waiting period.   Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of 367,046.51.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report from June 2008.  She also provided a listing of the activity of the City’s investments from 5/1/08 – 7/16/08.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none. 

NEW BUSINESS

Sixth Street Project-Pay Request

Gustafson Excavating, Sixth Street project contractor, has submitted Pay Request #1 in the amount of $49,036.70.  MSA has reviewed and approved payment.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve a partial payment of $49,063.70 to Gustafson Excavation for the Sixth Street project subject to final signatures. Motion carried 5-0

Test Well Project-Consider Award or Contract

The City requested and has received two quotes for the drilling of a test well.  Traut Wells of Waite Park Branch provided the low quote.  S.E.H. reviewed and is recommending awarding the contract to Traut Wells for $46,951.00.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to award the test well drilling project contract to Traut Wells for $46,951.00, and to further authorize Administrator and Mayor to sign and issue all notices and contracts necessary to proceed with the project. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Issuance of Bonds for CIP project 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to open the public hearing on the bond issuance for the CIP project at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Steve Fenlon appeared before the Council representing Community Involvement Programs which is seeking to refinance its properties, some of which are located within the City limits.  The City of Hinckley will act as the issuer.  In order to proceed, the City of Sandstone must give its approval.  The City Attorney has reviewed the documents.  

There was no public comment.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to close the public hearing at 7:22 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve Resolution 2008-16, Resolution giving host approval to the issuance of a housing and care facility revenue note for a project by Community Involvement Programs located in Sandstone, Minnesota under Minnesota statutes, Chapter 462C and Minnesota Statutes sections 469.152, and authorizing execution of a joint powers agreement.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS (CONT)

Off Premise License – Gaslight – Quarry Days

The Gaslight has submitted an application for a temporary license for the time period of Quarry Days, August 8-9.  Councilmember Bonander recused himself from the discussion and voting on this measure.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve a temporary liquor license for Quarry Days 2008 for The Gaslight. Motion carried 4-0. 

Junk Vehicle Ordinance

The Council considered a proposed ordinance which would amend the City Code to allow the City greater flexibility in removing junk and abandoned vehicles, including adding new requirements for the type of surface upon which the vehicles must be parked or stored.  

Stadin noted that boats are licensed and tractors are not.  He also questioned whether the City has an ordinance in place requiring residences to provide off-street parking.  Griffith responded that the City does require off-street parking to allow for winter snow plowing.  Edmond inquired about the length of time a vehicle must be unattended to be considered abandoned.  Griffith responded that state statute defines “abandonment.”  

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to approve Ordinance 2008-08, an ordinance amending sections 1310 and 1316 of the Sandstone City Code regarding parking of vehicles on private property and junk, abandoned and unlicensed vehicles.  Motion carried 5-0.

Amend City Water and Sewer Codes

The City has ordinances which establish the structure and operations of the City’s water and sewer systems.  A proposed amendment to the ordinance would base usage charges on a Residential Equivalency Unit as determined by the Metropolitan Council SAC procedural manual.  The Council reviewed a proposed ordinance which would amend the City Code in regards to the manner in which it charges for water and sewer usage.

Amend Fee Schedule-Sewer and Water Access Fees

The City has the authority to set fees for water and sewer access.  The Council considered a proposed resolution which would provide the City a means of funding the higher costs of the expansion, maintenance and operations of its water and wastewater systems.  Griffith pointed out that the proposed fees would not affect existing property owners, rather new development.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to defer action on Ordinance 2008-09, an ordinance amending sections 710.15 and 715.61 of the Sandstone City Code regarding the city sanitary sewer and water systems and to defer action on Resolution 2008-15, a resolution amending 2008 City of Sandstone fee schedule.  Motion carried 5-0.

Storm Water Access Fee

The City is in need of costly storm water improvements.  The City has the authority to establish a fee for this service.  The City Attorney has offered an opinion regarding the advisability of establishing a storm water access fee.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to direct Staff to request the City Attorney to draw up language proposing a Storm Water Access Fee to be considered at the next regular Council meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Zoning and Use Permits

The City has certain zoning requirements.  However, when the use or occupant of a commercial building changes, that new use may not always fall within permitted uses within that particular zone.  

The City Attorney provided information regarding this issue which was reviewed by the Planning Commission.  

The Planning Commission passed a motion requesting that the City Attorney draft an ordinance amendment to require Use Permits.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to direct Staff to request the City Attorney to draft a proposed amendment to the City Zoning Ordinance which would require issuance of a use permit when there is a change in the use or occupant of a commercial or industrial building.  Motion carried 5-0.

Purchase Back of Administrator Vacation Hour

The City Administrator, per contract, earns vacation time in excess of what he actually is able to use.  He has been “losing” vacation time due to the fact that it cannot all be carried over into the following year.  He has requested that the City consider a buy back of some of his unused vacation hours.  

The Personnel Committee met and is recommending that the City buy back two hundred of those vacation hours using General Fund restricted cash account monies.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to buy back two hundred vacation hours from the Administrator. Motion carried 5-0.

Possible Revenue Recapture 

The City pays state and federal taxes on gasoline and diesel purchases for use in City vehicles, but can recapture the federal taxes paid for these purchases.  The City could contract with a private company who performs this recovery work in exchange for a portion of the proceeds.  Additionally, the Finance Officer is investigating the establishment of a special account at the gas station which would not incur federal gasoline taxes. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to give Staff permission to pursue and negotiate an agreement, subject to final Council approval, to attempt recovery of federal excise taxes by the City.  Motion carried 5-0.

Authorize Survey Work

The Free Church is proceeding with plans for the subdivision and development of their property and is willing to provide an easement for the proposed City right of way which will also serve the hospital project in exchange for a credit against fees they will owe during their development. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize the surveying of the proposed city right of way by S.E.H for the hospital project and the Free Church project. Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS
Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows: 13A-Paid claims, 13B- Planning Commission minutes for July 9, 2008, and 13C- Golf Course operations – July 7, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Sandstone Chamber of Commerce and the Sandstone Royalty thanked the City for its participation in the new float.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council members to be thinking of the 2009 budget.  He will be on vacation the week of July 20th.  He noted the DEED Overview and JOBZ training in Duluth on July 21st.  

He provided updates on the following:  Ashley Street streetlight – still waiting for MNDOT permit, Train Park electrical upgrade – completed, Spruce Road – S.E.H. is doing SWPP plan, Infratech – begin manhole work next week, and Anderson Systems – begins Fire Hall roof work next week.  

He also noted with appreciation the many enthusiastic volunteers who enabled the Moving Wall project with very little assistance from City Staff.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:08 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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