SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 5, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Stadin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Kester, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         Edmond, Atterbury

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Andy Andrews, Naomi Koenig, Jonathan Koenig, Ken Chambard, Andrew Sparks, and Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda for May 5, 2010 with the addition of 11A-Plow truck quotes; 12G-Assesment of fire charges to township; and 12H-Set special meeting to discuss financing options with Mark Ruff of Ehlers; and defer 12C-Consider benefits for Golf employees, and 12D-Consider action to rescind approval of resignation request until the May 19th Council meeting. Motion carried 3-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He noted that there had been vandalism to the Veterans Memorial, one business, and a church. The local businesses are posting at least an $820 reward for anyone with information on suspects. He mentioned that there had been a total of 107 calls for the month of April. 14 of these had been medical calls, 4 were burglaries, 3 were assaults, 7 were disturbances and 6 were damages to properties. 

Naomi Koenig mentioned that the street sign at 1st Street and Court Ave. had been spun and also on 2nd Street and Commercial Ave. Griffith requested that City Hall be notified in such situations. Andy Andrews asked when the potholes on both ends of Washington Street can be filled in and Ken Chambard mentioned another one at Court Street and Minnesota Street. Griffith responded that patches will be in place soon and also noted that there would be no access to Robinson Park on May 18 and 19 due to the road construction project on Wagon Bridge Road. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for April 21, and the Board of Review of April 26. Motion carried 3-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve Jason Eiffler as probationary firefighter subject to completion of all employment requirements, 9B-Approve installation of barbeque grill at the Veterans Memorial, 9C-Declare certain golf equipment surplus property and allow for disposal of said equipment, 9D-Authorize staff to attend Emerald Ash Borer Community Preparedness conference on June 8 in Duluth, or June 9 in St. Cloud, and 9E-Authorize Administrator to attend Land Development Conference on Building public/private partnerships Half-day-May 14 in Golden Valley. Motion carried 3-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $64,276.81. Motion carried 3-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Plow truck replacement

The City needs to replace its plow truck and the Council is being asked to set a dollar limit so that Staff can make an offer in a timely manner. There is $61,000 in the Public Works Equipment Restricted Cash Account. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to set a $60,000 limit that can be spent on a plow truck and allow Administrator and Public Works Supervisor to pursue additional quotes with the opportunity to inspect and put money down on a suitable truck subject to final Council approval. Motion carried 3-0. 

NEWBUSINESS

Public Works-summer helper

The City received six applications for the advertised position of Public Works Helper. Personnel Committee met and is recommending that the position be offered to Ron Hammer at $8.25 an hour, for 20-25 hours per week with a start date in May. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to hire Ron Hammer as the Public Works Summer Helper at a salary of $8.25 per hour for 20-25 hours per week. Motion carried 3-0. 

Class V Work

The City advertised for Class V work and received two bids. Kester asked about the gravel quality between the two companies and Griffith responded that either one would have to meet County specifications. He also wondered what the total dollar amount would be and Griffith responded that to do Minnesota Street, Old Military Road North and Old Military Road South would run between $9,000 to $10,000 dollars. The Council had budgeted $12,000 in Capital Projects for Class V work.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve Class V work for Minnesota Street, Old Military Road North, and Old Military Road South, with the contract to be awarded to Rydberg & Sons. Motion carried 3-0. 

Review Committee

The Council had previously authorized sending out and RFP for Insurance Agent Services. Staff is suggesting that a committee of the Administrator and two Council members be appointed to review any RFPs that are received. Stadin and Bonander agreed to serve in this capacity. 

Motion Stadin, second Kester to appoint Rene Stadin and Leonard Bonander, along with the Administrator, to the RFP Review Committee. Motion carried 3-0. 

Feasibility Study-Jensen Subdivision 

The Council had previously accepted the Feasibility Report for extending utilities. Mr. Jensen and Mr. Franklin both requested that it be amended to show the costs of extending utilities to their properties. The Council agreed to do so and SEH has submitted the amended report. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2010-12, a resolution accepting the amended feasibility study for the Jensen subdivision project. Motion carried 3-0.

Fire Charges

The Council is being asked to determine if City Staff should pursue collection of a bill from a Sandstone township property owner resulting from a fire on Airport Road. Andy Andrews assured the Council that the structure in question was unsafe and that to put out the fire completely, it had to be taken down. The contractor who did the backhoe work 9MPJ Enterprises) billed after the township had already billed the property owner and the township stated they would not send an additional bill. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to pursue collection of the additional fire costs from the Florence Dukeman property. Motion carried 3-0. 

Special meeting

Staff is recommending that the Council set a special meeting date to meet with Mark Ruff of Ehlers and Associates to consider financing options for equipment and projects. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to set a special meeting with Mark Ruff of Ehlers and Associates on May 20, with the time to be determined. Motion carried 3-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Bonander to accept the reports as follows: Summary of paid claims, Chamber minutes-April 28, and PeopleService operations report-May 3. Motion carried 3-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Administrator Griffith commented on the retirement of Dave Barnick, PeopleService employee. He acknowledged that he personally, as well as the City, will miss Dave and his institutional knowledge of City infrastructure and history.
Administrator mentioned the Supreme Court ruling on unallotments and stated he did not know the impact it would have on already enacted LGA cuts.  He mentioned some of the legislation being discussed that would impact the City including new publication requirements and new EPA rules regarding lead.  Robinson Park will be closed the 18th and 19th so that Wagon Bridge Road can be paved.  He presented the guesstimate from SEH for extending water to the Tire & Lube site.

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Stadin to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. Motion carried 3-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

