CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

July 11, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, Spartz

Members absent:
Riley

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Liaison Edmond

Chair T Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion L. Gafkjen, second Hilty to approve agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

MINUTES

Motion Spartz, second L. Gafkjen to approve June minutes.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS
Project Updates

Staff updated Commission on Thorvig’s store which should open in mid-August.  Positive comments were made about the building façade and layout.

Staff also provided information on the City efforts to have a rail station located in Sandstone.  The City is having a cost estimate done of the station and is having an appraisal done of the vacant land.

There was a brief discussion about the status of the hospital.  Decision time should be within the next several months.  Commission was invited to financial workshop the Council is having on July 18.

PUBLIC HEARING

Chair T Gafkjen reopened the Public Hearing on Vork’s Addition at 7:15 pm.

Staff presented an update Director’s letter and a letter from SEH.  These addressed the issues from the previous review. Some items are not necessary as there is no development proposed or anticipated. 

Motion L Gafkjen, second Hilty to close Public Hearing at 7:25 pm.  Motion approved 4-0.

Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve the Finding Of Fact as presented to include Director’s memo and SEH letter to the public record and to recommend to the Council that they approve the Preliminary Plat of Vork’s Addition.

Motion approved 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS - continued

Physiques Conditional Use Permit

Staff reminded the Commission of the circumstances wherein Physiques is not in compliance with the Conditional Use permit that was granted. They have made some progress but despite repeated letters have not come into compliance.  Packet included photographs and a letter sent to owner.

Non-compliance results in the adjacent land not being buildable as storm water from Physiques sheets across the property.  City has given Physiques a number of opportunities to comply.

Motion L Gafkjen, second Hilty to recommend to the City Council that they enforce the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit granted to Physiques and given consideration to revoking the Conditional Use permit granted.  Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Purchase of land

Commission is asked consider if the potential purchase of vacant RR property by the City and or the EDA is in keeping with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

There was discussion about the appropriateness of the City or EDA acquiring additional land.  Commission members reminded themselves that the review is for its appropriateness and compliance with the Comp Plan not other reasons.

Motion L Gafkjen, second Hilty to move that the potential purchase of vacant BNSF land is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan which does address the use of this property for business and park activities.  Motion approved 3-1.

Directional Signage

Staff made Commission aware that local business would be requesting that directional signage be put up along Main Street to direct traffic to their place of business.  Staff had provided sections from the code which address off-site directional signage.

There was no consensus on a response.  Staff’s point was to make Commission aware that this request will be coming and they need to review the sign ordinance and consider how they will respond.  No action necessary. 

OTHER

Status report on discussion with township

Staff reported that no official response has been received yet from Sandstone Township. 

ADJOURN
Motion L. Gafkjen, second Hilty to adjourn meeting at 8:01 pm. Motion carried 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

