SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 21, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Public Works Supervisor Mikrot, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Gene Lalonde, Chelsea Kitley

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

John Mikrot—Public Works 

Mr. Mikrot reported that there were no major breakdowns with any of the equipment over the winter and that he purchased a new pickup truck as directed by the Council.  He also informed the Council that the flags are up, sweeping is done, and potholes repairs are underway.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Atterbury mentioned an increase in speeding on Lark Street.  He suggested that Staff make the deputy aware of the speeding problem in this area so that enforcement can be enhanced.  He also suggested that a neighborhood watch would be useful.   

Bonander informed the Council of a request for a special events permit for a country music concert and a motorcycle group that wishes to stay overnight in Robinson Park.  Lalonde, Chamber Vice President, informed the Council that the City would be hosting the next passenger rail alliance meeting.  He also thanked the City for the contribution for the float trailer.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the regular meeting minutes of April 16 and May 7 and the special meeting minutes of April 29.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to accept consent agenda items B—D as follows:  Accept resignation on Mary Ellen Dewey from Park and Recreation Commission, with a special thank-you for 34 years of service in that capacity and to authorize advertising the opening; Approve Chamber application to conduct bingo at Quarry Days; Approve Chamber application to conduct raffle at Quarry Days and agree to waive 30 day waiting period.  Motion carried 5-0.  
Consent agenda item A – Approve request to FCI for additional Community Service projects: Edmond questioned whether one of the requests, the use of inmates for Golf Course improvement work, could be construed as taking gainful employment from community members.  Griffith responded that the City is consulting with the Attorney on this particular project.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to approve consent agenda item A—Approve request to FCI for additional Community Service projects.  Motion carried 5-0.  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $26,806.82.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report of April 2008.  

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 2008-05—Storm Water Ordinance

The City has completed a storm water management plan for the City and has implemented a storm water utility fee.  The next step is to develop and adopt an erosion control and storm water management ordinance.  The City currently has a grading and filling ordinance and an ordinance regulating excavations.  A proposed new ordinance would combine and amend those ordinances and add additional requirement for the management of storm water when these land disturbance activities occur.  The ordinance was prepared by the City’s attorney and has been reviewed and modified by the City’s engineer and other land planners.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2008-05, an ordinance repealing section 410, amending section 420 and adding new section 430 to the Sandstone City Code regarding land disturbance, erosion control and storm water management.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2008-06, summary publication of the storm water management ordinance. Motion carried 5-0.  

Consider CIP Lease Offer for City Hall Space

The City approved entering a new lease with CIP for the space Community Ed will be leaving at the end of June.  The CIP main office has responded that they would be interested in the entire space if the City were willing to work with them on absorbing the space and costs.  As their budgets are already set, they are proposing the following terms for the new space only;

Year one—2008—no charge for the remainder of the year

Year two—2009—50% of lease rate

Year three—2010—100% of lease rate

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept the CIP offer to lease City Hall space.  Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Lincoln Avenue Property Development

The City owns a parcel along Lincoln Avenue.  When Lincoln Avenue was constructed, water and sewer were stubbed into the site and there was an apron installed at the expense of Thorvig and Johnson.  Mike Johnson had proposed to swap labor in building a road for the parcel.  The Council then received a written request that the parcel be offered to the public for sale.  The Council directed staff to prepare a Request for Proposal for the development of the site.  The RFP was advertised, and the City received one response from MMAP Properties, which meets all the requirements of the RFP.  

Johnson questioned who would have had to pay for the street and utility improvement.  Griffith responded that since the City owns the property, it would be assessed for improvements.  Johnson expressed concern that Mike Johnson and Craig Thorvig not are charged twice.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept MMAP Properties’ proposal for a parcel the City owns on Lincoln Avenue with the original conditions of RFP, which is that the parcel be sold for fair market value.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Consider Approval of Contract for Spruce Road Project

To create access to the Vork property, which the City acquired, it will need to develop Spruce Road as platted.  The City would propose to create a road base so that machinery could access the wooded land to perform preliminary site preparation for the golf course improvements.  Later, the road base would require Class V.  In the future, Spruce Road will need to be developed into a full City street if housing does develop around the golf course.  The Council authorized an RFP for Spruce Road, and received one quote meeting all the RFP requirements from MPJ Enterprises for $ 10, 635, and an alternate for adding Class V at $ 9,574.80.  

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to accept the quote for development of Spruce Road and to authorize Staff to enter into a contract with MMAP Properties.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Approval of Engineering Contract for Spruce Road

To create access to the Vork property, which the City acquired, it will need to develop Spruce Road.  Two quotes were received for the engineering and construction staking work.  Edmond pointed out that S.E.H. had already done the engineering work needed and that it would make sense and is cost effective as well as time-efficient to allow them to proceed.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to accept the engineering and construction staking quote for the development of Spruce Road and to authorize Staff to enter into a contract with S.E.H. Engineering.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Pine County Tax Forfeit Land Classifications

Pine County has classified several parcels of tax forfeit land in the city limits as non-conservation.  Classification of tax forfeit property as non-conservation allows the County to convey, sell or exchange the property.  State Statute gives the City the ability to disapprove of the classification within a 60-day notification period.  If the City does not respond within those 60 days the City will be considered to have approved the classification.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the classification of these tax forfeit parcels as non-conservation.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Review Public Works Facility Space Needs Study

The Council authorized RFP for design and planning services for a new Public Works facility.  The initial service to be provided is a space needs analysis.  This information will determine the type and size of a building.  MSA has completed the analysis and had submitted a draft for the Council’s consideration.  Edmond suggested that it might be more cost-effective for the City to send some work out instead of providing space and equipment for certain projects.  

No action was taken at this time.

Consider Approval of Engineering Work for Surface Water Projects

The Council authorized getting quotes to do surface water work as listed in 2008 Capital Projects List.  The Council had RFPs for Old Military Road last year as part of several projects of which only Sixth Street was undertaken.  Staff asked S.E.H. for an updated proposal for Old Military Road assuming the City crew would do the work.  Johnson questioned if an RFP is out, will other firms have to redo work done by S.E.H.  Griffith responded in the affirmative.  He also suggested that he could request proposal from three (S.E.H., MSA, and Snake River) firms for the Council’s consideration.  He noted that since this is a professional service contract, the City does not need to advertise for quotes.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to request engineering proposals for the surface water projects from Snake River, MSA and S.E.H.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Review Initial Street Reconstruction Project List

The Council has been discussion possible approaches to street reconstruction projects for the future.  If the City undertakes a more comprehensive approach and would consider assessing a portion of the costs, the project would need an engineering feasibility study.  Griffith pointed out that there are several ways to prioritize which streets would be rebuilt:  ones needing utility work underground, ones with high traffic use or ones with the worst condition of the roadbed.  

Bonander asked who would be assessed if the project were to be bonded.  Griffith responded that all properties could share in the costs.  

No action taken at this time.

Request for Waiver of Noise Control Ordinance

City Code requires a reduction in certain noises after 10 p.m.  The Code allows a waiver by the Council with certain conditions.  Brenda Huebner-Finley is requesting a waiver of the noise ordinance for the evening of October 4th.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve Brenda Huebner-Finley’s request for a waiver of noise control ordinance subject to the following conditions—midnight cutoff for music and notification to all neighbors within 500 feet.  Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; PeopleService operations report – May 16; Park and Recreation Commission minutes – May 19.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the public of the County Household Hazardous Waste Day in June in Hinckley at the Field of Dreams and of the FCI community service crew schedule.  He provided a legislative update, noting that levy limits have been adopted.  He reminded the Council that on June 4 there would be presentations of the city’s insurance package and the 2007 audit.  He informed the Council of a FEMA meeting on Flood Plain mapping for the County; that Sandstone will host the Rail Alliance meeting on May 28; that the Ashley Street streetlight is proceeding with MNPower waiting for an MNDOT permit; that the 6th Street project will begin on Tuesday; that the Train Park electrical upgrade is underway; that Staff visited G&D Auto; and that the regional planning meeting was held on May 13.  Finally, he noted that the next hospital meeting is scheduled for May 27th.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:34 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

