SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 7, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Bonander, Gafkjen, Atterbury, Johnson, Edmond

Members absent: 
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny, Stadin CATV

Others present:
Judy Britton, David Friesendahl, Larry De Maurett, Norbert Nilsson, Bill Voigt, JoAnn Alexander

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve agenda with the additions of adding 9G

and 12E. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Family Pathways

JoAnn Alexander introduced herself and what services will be available from Family 

Pathways at their new location in town. 

American Legion issues at Cemetery 

Members from American Legion Post 151 attended the meeting to discuss problems at the cemetery. Bill Voigt talked about damaged and misplaced flag holders on the graves of veterans. They stated that there were similar problems last year and wondered if PHASE will provide better supervision.  If the problem does not improve they stated they will inspect the cemetery and send PHASE a bill for damages. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Officer reminds everyone once again to keep cars locked at all times. Members ask about old Elementary school field not being mowed and the Administrator responded that the contractor’s equipment broke down and they would be bringing in larger equipment.   

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve minutes for May 17. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Alley vacation 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to open public hearing at 7:42 pm.

City EDA has petitioned for Vacation of an Alley so they can proceed with the sale of the lot. The alley lies between the Fire Hall and a lot formerly owned by the Grace Lutheran Church. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to close public hearing at 7:45 pm. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2006 – 12. Motion carried 5-0.

    Insert Resolution

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept consent agenda as follows; Hand checks, approve use of City Parking Lot for Farmers Market on Saturdays, Accept Lake State Federal Credit Union Community Grant, Approve County parking lot development on City property, Approve Resolution 2006 – 13, Appoint Darrel Shute as exclusive grave digger for the cemetery, Adopt Ordinance 2006 - 03. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICERS REPORT

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to accept and pay claims in the amount of $38,491.56. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Interchange Landscape project – Update

Staff was directed to proceed with the proposed landscaping program with MNDOT at the interchange. The next action to be taken is to send a letter to MNDOT agreeing that the City will be the sponsoring unit for the project.  The City must also appoint three people to be on the overall project liaison and coordination committee to prepare and submit the application and coordinate the implementation and one person to be the primary contact person to apply to MNDOT for the funding. 

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to agree to be the sponsoring entity for the Community Roadside Landscaping Program and to appoint Sam Griffith, Betsy Danielson and Sandra Johnson as the coordination committee and to designate Sam Griffith as the primary contact person to apply for MNDOT funding. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider code amendment

City water supply code 715.29 needs to be updated. Staff had the City Attorney develop an amendment to city code to incorporate requirements from the DNR approved Water Conservation Plan which requires that the City develop regulations to make short term reductions in demand and long term improvements is water efficiencies. 

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to adopt new ordinance 2006 – 02. Motion carried 5-0.

Capital Projects – Equipment

The City expends dollars for capital projects every year. A list has been prepared of equipment the City Council is asked to consider purchasing. Two quotes have been received for the Muffin Monster which is a grinder to be installed in the sewer pumping station.   

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to approve acquisition and installation of grinder from Wiikwaibaan Inni for quoted price of $34,255.50.   Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Rock Climbing Plan – Robinson Park

The Park and Recreation Commission in consultation with the Climbing Advisory Committee has developed a Management Plan for climbing in the Park. The Park and Rec Commission has recommended that the City adopt the Management Plan.  The Plan has been adjusted based on recommendations from the League Insurance Trust. The Management Plan creates the process by which climbing is organized and controlled so that it is done in a way that does not adversely impact the historic nature of the park. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt the Climbing Management Plan for Robinson Park. Motion carried 5-0. 

Bicycles

Every year the City collects lost, abandoned or stolen bicycles. Many times bikes are returned to their rightful owners. Some that are left are not repairable. The City has several bikes that are usable but have not been claimed. The suggestion is that now and in the future these bicycles are put to good use after reasonable effort to find the owners. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve procedure to be used for the disposal of bicycles recovered by the City by getting referrals from Pine County Social Services of needy youth in Pine County.  Motion carried 5-0.

Hire of temporary Public Works Helper

City received three applications for the position. The applications were reviewed by the Personnel Committee and two went to interviews. All hires are subject to a pre-employment physical.  Personnel Commission made a recommendation. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve hire of Lawrence Klingsheim at $7.50 per hour for up to 25 hours a week through September. Hire is subject to pre-employment physical and drug test. Motion carried 5-0.

Proceed with Minnesota Street

Last year the City authorized SEH to undertake a Feasibility Study which was completed in September 2005. The study included Minnesota Street and the redevelopment of the ball field area. The cost estimates are from last year and it is recommended that the City authorize SEH to update the cost estimates for the Minnesota Street project. The City would then hold a public hearing to take public comment and to continue with the project.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to authorize SEH to prepare updated cost estimates for Minnesota Street project on the 21st and to give the Administrator authority to set a public hearing to consider authorizing plans and specifications. Motion carried 5-0. 

Authorize reservation of fund balances

The City Council is asked to authorize staff to place portions of unrestricted fund balances into restricted balances retroactive to December 31, 2005. In Fund 101, the General Fund, the request is to reserve half of the fund balance for upcoming capital projects included the MN Street Improvement Project and/or running utilities across interstate I–35.  Fund 224, the General Reserve Fund the request is to reserve the entire fund balance for upcoming capital projects including the West Side Utility/ Street project. Fund 226, the EDA CED Loan Fund the request is to reserve the entire fund balance for loans and other economic development assistance to businesses. 

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to approve these reservations of fund balances retroactive to December 31, 2005. Motion carried 4-1.

REPORTS

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to accept reports as follows; Summary of Paid claims, Public works operations, Community Clean – Up report. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Letter to Lions Club regarding funding for park improvements.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith mentioned the following items of interest; Sexual Harassment Prevention Training – June 12; Rain Garden Workshop – June 13; Communiyt Service projects will be City Hall Landscaping – July 19 and Painting and Staining chalet at Lions Hill – August 2. 
Donna Duncan has completed probationary status as the Utility Billing Clerk

ADJOURN

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to adjourn meeting at 8:21 pm. Motion carried 5-0.
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