SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 18, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Edmond

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Tony Vavricka, Daniel Bonnin, Cheri Holm, Gene Lalonde, Mike Johnson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Cheri Holm – Update on Quarry Days and Chamber activities – Ms. Holm provided an update on planning regarding Quarry Days; she encouraged the public to participate in the Chris’ food stand fund raiser for Quarry Days this coming weekend; she informed the Council of the Chamber beautification project for Sandstone which includes hanging baskets of flowers; she encouraged attendance at the monthly Chamber meetings on the last Wednesday of the month at noon with locations posted in the Courier.

NEW BUSINESS – 12G

Consider allowing Kettle River Music Round-Up at the airport site

Tony Vavricka, organizer for the Kettle River Music Round-Up, provided the Council with a proposal for this outdoor music event to be held at the airport site.  Griffith informed the Council that the City has no history of, nor ordinance allowing such an event.  However, if this type of event is something the Council would like to encourage, he suggested that a Special Events ordinance might be developed.  He added that the City already has ordinances in place which address noise, curfew and temporary liquor licensing which could possibly be adapted for this event.  The proposal addressed the issues of insurance, sanitation, post-concert clean-up, railroad crossing, overnight camping, and food/alcohol vendors.  Bonander excused himself from the discussion due to probable conflict of interest in the event.  Johnson voiced support for the idea of overnight camping as a safer means of handling those who have been consuming alcohol.  Methods to control the alcohol consumption were discussed including the suggestion that it be served in plastic cups and that an area be designated for its service and consumption.  Bonander did note that the Gaslight had agreed to be responsible party.  Cheri Holm pointed out that the weekend in question is the high school graduation.  

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to direct Staff to continuing working with Vavricka event plans and to work with the City Attorney on drafting a Special Events ordinance.  Motion carried 3-0, 1 abstention.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson pointed out that the one-way sign in the alley behind the bank is missing despite the previous discussion that the direction of the alley traffic should remain one-way headed north.  Atterbury pointed out that Minnesota Street, from the top of the hill to Pine Street, has old light posts indicating that it had been moved.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the regular meeting minutes of March 21 and April 4.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve appointments to Golf Advisory Commission; Authorize Council member Johnson to attend Business Summit on May 2 - $55; Authorize Administrator attendance at MCFOA meeting on May 11- $15; Approve 2007 Excavating Permit – Stafne Construction.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Bonander excused himself from discussion of additional items due to conflict of interest.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to accept additional consent agenda items as follows:  Declare Gateway computer #350565 surplus property and donate to Chamber as per request; Approval of liquor licenses subject to background checks, fees paid and insurance received; Allow short fireworks display on Friday, April 20 as part of Paddle Fest.  Motion carried 3-0, 1 abstention (Bonander).

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $21,318.22.  Motion carried 4-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report for March 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Capital projects

The Council had previously authorized Staff to advertise for bids for manhole work and this contract will be awarded later in the meeting.  Council also authorized Staff to advertise for bids for water line upgrades and for Class V work; these contracts will be awarded May 2.  Several street work projects are being considered which are not specifically budgeted, but could be paid for out of undesignated capital project funds.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to advertise for bids for street work on Sixth Street – Commercial to Angle (tearout, storm sewer and rebuild) and on Grouse Street – Organic Carrot driveway to Highway 123 (paving).  Motion carried 4-0.

Law Enforcement Contract

The Council reviewed the amended 2007 law enforcement contract.  Several noted that the amendments require services which Sandstone’s deputy already provides.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the amended 2007 law enforcement contract and to authorize signing by the Administrator and Mayor.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Final Plat – Ashley’s Addition

Mike Johnson has submitted the final plat on Ashley’s Addition and all required related submissions.  Staff has reviewed all submissions and recommends approval subject to Development Agreement.  The Council reviewed the submissions and the Finding of Fact.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the final plat for Ashley’s Addition based on the Finding of Fact, subject to final legal review by City Attorney and final Development Agreement.  Motion carried 4-0.

Deputy Clerk position

The Personnel Committee interviewed five of nine applicants for the Deputy Clerk position and is recommending Alana Tyson for this position.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to offer the Deputy Clerk position to Alana Tyson at $13.50 per hour beginning April 30, 2007.  Motion carried 4-0.

Utility Billing Clerk position

The Personnel Committee interviewed four of fifteen applicants for the Utility Billing Clerk position and is recommending Leaha Jackson for this position.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to offer the Utility Billing Clerk position to Leaha Jackson at $11.00 per hour beginning May 1, 2007.  Motion carried 4-0.

Minnesota Street Improvement Project change order

The contractor for the Minnesota Street Improvement project is requesting a change order in the amount of $18,731.45 to comply with the prevailing wage rate requirements of the Minnesota Redevelopment Grant.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the requested Change Order #1 for the Minnesota Street Project in the amount of $18,731.45.  Motion carried 4-0.

Manhole work

The Council had previously authorized Staff to advertise for bids for manhole work.  A quote was received from Infratech with a separate estimate for each manhole on the proposed list.  The Council has budgeted $10,000 from the Capital Projects budget for manhole work.  Additionally, Dave Barnick of PeopleService is requesting that the Council approve grouting work on ten manholes along Highway 123 going east from the interstate.  These manholes have infiltration issues.

Johnson wondered if any of the manholes work could be paid for out of the sewer capital outlay fund.  Atterbury felt strongly that work on these manholes should be delayed until further development is seen on the hospital relocation plan.  Gene Lalonde pointed out that these ten manholes are the headwater of the infiltration problem.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to award the manhole contract to Infratech, approving work on numbers 1-3 of the prioritized list, to be paid out of capital projects budget and to approve grouting work on the ten manholes along Highway 123 east of the interstate, to be paid out of the sewer capital outlay fund.  Motion carried 3-1.

Insurance for the Golf Course

The Council has been considering the purchase of a new insurance policy for the golf course from Grinnell.  The package was quoted at $4,960 with a $1,000 deductible.  This is a considerable savings over the current LMCIT policy with expanded coverage.  The Golf Advisory Commission has reviewed the policy and recommends Council approval.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the insurance package with Grinnell for the Sandstone Golf Course.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf Advisory Commission minutes – April 9, PeopleService operations – April 13.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the following dates:  Board of Review on Tuesday, April 24 at 7 p.m., Kettle River Paddle Festival – April 20-22, Community Clean-Up Day and Robinson Park Cleanup Day on Saturday, May 5, meeting with Sandstone Township on Thursday, April 26 at 7 p.m., and the Interchange Landscaping Project on May 16/17 and 19th.  He also mentioned smoking bans being considered in both the state House and Senate.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

