SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 5, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Atterbury, Bonander, Edmond, Gafkjen, Johnson, 

Members absent: 
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny, Tyson CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin - Courier, Greg Anderson - SEH, Marc Althoff – auditor, John & Shirley Kern, Andy Spartz, Mary Franklin, Delores Evans, Lois Newey, Luther Tenquist, Dick & Deb Edwards, Randy & Melissa Springer, Gene Best, Ken Chambard, Mike Johnson, Harold & Teresa Berg, Craig Thorvig, Deb Svardahl, Judy Britton

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to approve agenda with addition of 12C – Farmers Market Banner. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Proclamation

Mayor read and signed a Proclamation naming Friday, July 14th as Chuck Vork Day.

Audit

Marc Althoff presented the 2005 City Audit.  He stated that this was the second year the 

reporting has been done in conformance with GASB34 and that as auditors they can issue 

an unqualified opinion.    He reviewed where various reports were located in the audit.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept the 2005 Audit.  Motion approved 5-0.

Public Safety

Deputy Frehse warned Council and citizens about problems with leaving vehicles unlocked.

Veterans Memorial

John and Shirley Kern were present to answer some questions raised concerning additional development to happen at the memorial site and to discuss maintenance.  The Council asked questions about the pond, drinking fountain, retaining wall and the proposed time capsule.  The Kerns stated that the Veterans Memorial committee would do the maintenance on the pond and flowers beds, etc.  They also stated that there would be a handicap accessible fountain that would be installed.  A retaining wall will be built to insure the integrity of the park edge. The time capsule was discussed.  The Council asked that they be provided a drawing of the time capsule.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Minnesota Street Improvement Project

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to open the Public Hearing.  Motion approved 5-0. Hearing opened at 7:40 pm.

Staff introduced the project which is to upgrade Minnesota Street from Highway 123 to Court Avenue and related storm water work.  The purposes of the hearing is to take citizen input on whether or not to proceed with the project and direct SEH to prepare plans and specifications.  He stated that written comments were received from Harold Berg and form Tim Franklin which will become part of the record and that copies were provided to the Council.

Greg Anderson of SEH presented the details of the project including condition of the pavement, lack of storm sewer, lack of curb and gutter and the need to replace and upgrade culvert under the street.  He went on to discuss the need to create a storm water pond on city owner property based on the drainage study done for the area.

The project will consist of rebuilding the street, installing and replacing curb and gutter, adding storm sewer, new culverts and building a storm water pond.  The costs are $236,700 for the street work and $86,400 for the storm pond work.

Harold Berg of 226 Minnesota questioned the width of the street, how it would be paid for, would the height of the street be raised and how would it be assessed.  

The width of the street will be the City standard width, the project would be paid for by a combination of assessment, cash and levy and that at least 20% of the total project cost would be assessed to benefiting properties.

Mr. Berg felt that the property owners should not be paying for the cost of the pond, that property taxes are too high, that this is a big expense for everyone and that the city has all kinds of money in its fund balance to pay for this.

Tim Franklin of 227 Minnesota stated the storm water pond is excessive and asked how much money is in the Storm Water Utility Fund.  

There is approximately $27,000 in the Fund.

He went on to state that the street did not need to be widened and that the basic work that should be done is putting in the new culvert under the street.

Mary Franklin of 227 Minnesota asked about the depth of the pond.

Staff stated the plan would be to fence in the pond.

Luther Tenquist representing Community Worship Center at 114 Minnesota requested that attention be paid to the parking issues that this project creates for the Church.

Deb Svardahl also with the Community Worship Center asked about run off.

Dick Edwards asked if there were any alternatives to the pond.  Could it just be ditched further south?

A possible alternative is to run all of the storm water into a storm sewer in the new street to built but there is still the question of how to handle excess run off.

Mike Johnson, developer of housing south of the proposed pond stated that ditching would just move the wetlands somewhere else.  He also stated that he felt some of the engineer’s cost estimates were too high.

Randy Springer of 228 Minnesota asked what is the benefit to him.

Staff said that benefit would be an improved street, curb and gutter, better storm water control ,etc.  

Craig Thorvig, developer of former ball field site along Minnesota Street stated that the culvert is needed as the state is placing a larger culvert under Highway 123, the City is going to have to respond by putting in a larger culvert to handle the increased flow.  The needs for the pond could be handled by piping to a larger pond further south. Minnesota Street is not a functional street toady and needs to be upgraded.

Delores Evans commented on the run off issues other places in town.

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to close Public Hearing.  Motion approved 5-0.  Hearing closed at 8:40 pm

Mayor thanked everyone for coming and providing input to the City.

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to approve Resolution 2006 – 16.  Motion approved 5-0.

Mayor called a recess at 8:41 am.

Council returned from recess at 8:50.

Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Staff reviewed the proposed changes which resulted from the Interchange Concept Plan.  The proposed changes would to create two new zoning districts in the interchange area and to better define uses at the airport property. 

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to open Public Hearing.  Motion approved 5-0.  Hearing opened at 8:51 pm.

Andy Spartz stated he had issues with developing an Eco-Industrial park. There should not be those kinds of restrictions on an industrial park in Sandstone.   Further that the City should not inhibit or thwart people in trying to develop businesses in this area.

Council member Bonander stated that he did not feel that these would restrict businesses but rather identify how the City can capitalize on its assets and preserve and create an identify.  

John Kern asked about a motel. Staff responded that motels would be an encouraged use. Luther Tenquist commented on the slow pace of development in Sandstone.

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to close Public Hearing.  Motion approved 5-0.  Hearing closed at 9:16 pm 

There was discussion about language relating to Eco-Industrial Parks and the need for language that could be seen as more proactive rather than seen as restrictive.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve Resolution 2006 – 17.  Roll call vote:

Bonander – yea; Gafkjen – yea; Atterbury – nay; Johnson – abstain; Edmond – yea.

As motion requires 2/3 vote, motion failed.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin asked about the Medich window.  Staff said a second letter had been sent to Medisch.  John Kern stated that volunteers would do some initial mowing and upkeep at Veterans Memorial.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve June 21 minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept consent agenda as follows: Hand Checks; Set July 19 public hearing on 2006 deer control; and authorize Administrator to attend LMC workshop on July 26 on storm water.  Motion approved 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICERS REPORT

Claims

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to accept and pay claims in the amount of $38,121.93. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Sidewalk Improvement Project 2006

Greg Anderson from SEH presented the Feasibility Report on the proposed improvements to city sidewalks.  The project will include the removal of certain sidewalks with replacement by sod or seed; the replacement of certain alley and entrance aprons; completion of the work in front of the Fire Hall, replacement of curb and gutter along County Road 64 in the downtown, the removal and replacement of sidewalks in the city and the extension of new sidewalk along Commercial Avenue to Washington Street thence to Highway 123 and then south to Minnesota Street with an alternative route from Washington Street along a yet to be acquired easement from the Community Worship Center to Minnesota Street.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2006 – 18 accepting the report and ordering a Public Hearing on the 2006 Sidewalk Improvement Project. Motion carried 5-0. 

Trunk Area Utility Fees

Staff presented a proposed ordinance, which would establish and set trunk area utility fees as has been discussed.  The language of the ordinance was reviewed and there was a short discussion.  This proposed ordinance will be on the July 19 agenda for action.  No action required.

NEW BUSINESS 

Investment Policy amendment

Staff presented a proposed amendment to the City’s Investment Policy.  The City has recently invested some funds with Smith Barney who reviewed and commented on the City’s policy.  They pointed out that the language of the Policy specifies certain types of investments in government obligations, which do not necessarily issue obligations.  They recommended some updated language, which meets statutory requirements but allows somewhat more flexibility in which types of governmental obligations the City may invest.

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to amend the City’s Investment Policy as presented.  Motion approved 5-0.

Rush Line Corridor

The Rush Line Corridor is one of several transportation corridors for which there has been on-going study.  This in the past has included bus lanes, parking areas, etc.  A new area is the study and consideration of extending rails service from the Twin Cities to Duluth.   

The Rush Line Corridor is a joint powers entity, which is now inviting the City of Sandstone to join and be part of the study group.  They are asking the City to pass a resolution of interest and to enter into a joint powers agreement. Staff provided the Council with copies of the proposed resolution and joint powers agreement.

Consensus of the Council is to participate after legal review of agreement.  The resolution and joint powers agreement to be placed on the July 19 agenda for consideration and approval. 

Main Street Banner

The Farmers Market group is asking if the City would permit a banner to be placed across Main Street to advertise their event.  When they approached the County, the County said that they would only consider if requested by the City.  The group has money for the banner but the County needs City approval to hang the banner.   There could be other community uses for the cable that would be strung for advertising future community events.

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to direct staff to send a letter to the County authorizing the placing of a banner across County Road 64 (Main Street).  Motion approved 5-0.

REPORTS 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to accept reports as follows:  Summary of Paid Claims, Golf Advisory Commission minutes and Public Works operations report. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATORS REPORT

Administrator Griffith mentioned the following items of interest: Chuck Vork open house on Friday, July 14; approval of Community Service Projects approved – City Hall landscaping, Painting Chalet at Lions Hill; closing on Fire Hall property and suggesting that the EDA will be meeting at 6:30 pm on July 19 to accommodate Great Lakes Management.

ADJOURN

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson, to adjourn at 9:46 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Mayor
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Sam Griffith

City Clerk - Administrator

