CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

December 10, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
J. Frederickson; R. Frederickson, L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, 

                                    Riley, Spartz

Members absent:
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Phil Kester

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second Hilty to approve agenda.  Motion approved 7-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second J Frederickson to approve November minutes.  Motion passed 7-0.

CONTINUING BUSINESS

Staff provided an update on the major projects facing the City.  

The Free Church has submitted final Preliminary Plat drawings which the Engineer has reviewed and has sent a letter to the City stating the drawings are in compliance with the conditions for approval.   The Final Plat can be submitted when the CUP is approved. The Church will probably do site work in 2009 and building construction in 2010.

The Rail Station project is proceeding with the environmental work to start in early 2009.  Staff was at an Alliance meeting in Duluth today.  The City is proceeding with trying to attract a station to Sandstone.

The Golf Course expansion project is at the stage where the Council is awaiting the results of the survey and feasibility work that is underway.  The financial crisis at the state will have a major impact on when the project proceeds.

The Hospital project will complete the final feasibility study in January.  We are assuming that a decision to proceed will take place shortly thereafter.   We are meeting with the builders and Pine Medical to see if it would make sense to go after some of the expected federal stimulus money.

PUBLIC HEARING

Free Church Conditional Use Permit

Motion by T Gafkjen, second by Hilty to open the Public Hearing.  Motion approved 7-0.  Hearing opened at 7:15.

Staff identified the request is for a conditional use permit to construct a church and related buildings and to construct a recreational area.  All notices have been posted, published and mailed.

The purpose of the hearing is to take public comment on the proposal and for the Commission to then consider a Finding of Facts which will provide the basis for a recommendation to the City Council.

Phil Kester, representing the Free Church was present.  

Motion L Gafkjen, second by Spartz to close the Public Hearing.  Motion approved 7-0. Hearing closed at 7:18.

Motion L Gafkjen, second J Frederickson to approve the Finding of Fact as presented and to recommend to the City Council that they approve the Conditional Use permit for the Evangelical Free Church with the condition that the Permit is subject to a signed Development Agreement between the City and the Church which incorporates the conditions for approval of the Preliminary Plat. Motion approved 7-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Staff asked the Commission to begin thinking about the land use implications of a rail station being located in the City.  Although there is no assurances that a station and/or a maintenance facility will be located here, the Planning Commission has the obligation to consider the what if possibilities of such a development.  They were asked to begin a review of the existing land uses surrounding the proposed site and to begin thinking about what would be appropriate land uses near the site and then to review the existing zoning to see if it appropriate for the type of development the City would like to encourage.

This will be on the next agenda for consideration.

ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to adjourn meeting at 7:26 pm. Motion carried 7-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

