SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 19, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Atterbury, Johnson, Edmond, Bonander (7:05pm). 

Members absent:
Gafkjen

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny

Others present:
Greg Anderson, Harold Berg, Mary Renfors, Ted Renfors, Chuck 




Vork, Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde, Craig Thorvig, Mike Hruby, 





Lois Newey, Steph Griffith, Mary Thorvig, Judy Britton, Diane 




Raymond, Debra Svardahl, Gene Best, Randy Springer, 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

None 

PETITIONS OF COMPLAINTS 

Chuck Vork returned his city garage key.  As he is no longer a city employee, the Administrator had requested the key be returned.   Mr. Vork could pick it up when he needed it for access to the parade float. 

There was a citizen’s complaint to council member Johnson that they like the veteran’s memorial but do not want the pond to be dug.   There is also a pothole missed near 717 Commercial. 

Residents near old elementary playground are complaining of noise there after curfew. Community Service project at City Hall went well.  There was an update of Quarry Days planning.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve July 5 meeting minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Adopt Deer Control Plan for 2006 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to open Public Hearing at 7:15

A public hearing is required before the Council can approve the rules and regulations for the hunt. There was no public comment. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to close public hearing at 7:18 pm. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt rules and regulations for 2006 Deer Control Program. Motion carried 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the consent agenda, which consisted of setting a public hearing to consider revoking the Conditional Use Permit for Physiques. Motion carried 4-0. 

FINANCE OFFICERS REPORT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept claims and pay claims in the amount of $78,975.97. Motion carried 4-0. 

Lois Newey, Finance Officer was present to answer any audit questions.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS
Consider Resolution 2006 – 20

Minnesota Street Project

SEH undertook and updated a feasibility study for the improvement of the street.  After a public hearing the Council had authorized plans and specifications.

Greg Anderson of SEH presented the plans for the improvement and cost estimates.  There were some general questions about off site storm water costs, which Gene LaLonde of Snake River Planning assured the Council are being worked on. 

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2006 – 20, accepting the plans and specification and ordering the advertisement for bids with the pond as an alternative. Motion carried 4-0. 

Motion Edmond, second Johnson stating the City Council’s intention to assess the statutory minimum of 20% of the total project cost for the Minnesota Street Improvement.  Motion approved 4-0.

Reconsider Resolution 2006 – 17 

Comprehensive Plan amendments

The City’s Comprehensive Plan outlines its land use plans for the future. These include the opening of the former airport property to industrial development, the completion of the concept plan for the development around the interchange and the possible development of a new hospital. 

Council member Johnson stated her problem with the intent on the industrial land to develop an Eco Park and she felt it would be too restrictive. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to send that portion of the proposed amendment relating to the Eco Industrial Park back to the Planning Commission for more work. Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING

2006 Sidewalk Improvement Project

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to open the Public Hearing at 8:04 pm. Motion approved 4-0.

This is the second year of a planned sidewalk improvement project. City Policy states that City will split the costs of the repair and replacement 50/50 with the property owner. Certain things such as alley aprons and handicap accessible corner, the City will pay for 100%.  

Harold Berg had submitted a letter with questions. The questions and comments related to asking if a study had been done to determine how many people would use the new sidewalk to be constructed.  Staff replied that no study had been undertaken.   Who would be responsible for maintenance of the new sidewalk? Staff responded that it would be the property owner’s responsibility however with the “cross-country” option that would be maintained by the City.  Mr. Berg stated that he was not in favor of the “cross country” sidewalk and that he felt sidewalks were becoming obsolete.

Staff relayed that Shirley Bean had called City Hall and stated her opposition to the new sidewalk as it might not be needed and it would be difficult for some property owners to maintain. 

Luther Tenquist stated as a member of the Church from whom the City would have to get an easement to run the “cross-country” that while he was not in favor of the sidewalk he was not strongly opposed.

Ted Renfors asked about the width of the sidewalk.  Greg Anderson of SEH responded that typical width is five feet in residential areas.  When asked about its location on the property he stated that it would up next to the curb.  Mr. Renfors stated that the new sidewalk as proposed would go on three sides of his property.

Diane Raymond questioned some work that had been done last year on her property on Park Avenue.  She also asked about where the sidewalk would be removed but not replaced on Angle Avenue.  Staff responded that it would be that portion of sidewalk from 6th Street north about 60 feet.  It would be removed and planted to grass.

Randy Springer suggested that a stripe be painted on the side of the road for pedestrians.  Several people pointed out that cars and pedestrians don’t mix.

Jim July asked who would be paying for the new sidewalk.  Staff replied that as the City is the petitioner for the new sidewalk the City would be paying 100% of the cost.

Mike Hruby asked about traffic counts on the sidewalks and pointed out where a lot of the foot traffic is coming from and it is from the south and west, not from the north.

Gene LaLonde made comments about how a lot of seniors are out walking and that pedestrians and vehicles don’t mix.  He also stated that MNDOT is not friendly to a wider pavement to carry [pedestrian along a state highway.

There were several other comments received.  City was asked to remember that there is only a limited right of way on Washington.  Another comment was about the probable need for some kind of lighting if the “cross country” route is built.   

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to close Public Hearing at 8:50 pm.   Motion approved 4-0.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve Resolution 2006 – 21 ordering the preparation of plans and specifications with the proposed new sidewalk construction as an alternate. Motion carried 3-1. 

Consider Resolution 2006 – 22

Joint Powers Agreement – Rush Line Corridor

The Rush Line Corridor is one of several transit routes under long-term study and planning. The City has been asked if they are interested in becoming a member of the Task Force. To do this the City would have to enter into a Joint Powers Agreement. To enter the agreement the City would first have to pass a resolution to participate.  Also they City would have to appoint a representative to attend the meetings. There was a memo from the City Attorney discussing his review of the agreement.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2006 – 22 authorizing participation in the Rush Line Corridor and the signing of the Joint Powers Agreement. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to appoint Bonander as the City’s representative on the Rush Line Corridor Task Force.  Motion carried 3-0.

Mayor Atterbury left the meeting.

Council called a recess at 9:02.

Acting chair Bonander called the Council back from recess at 9:12 pm

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Resolution 2006 – 23

Redevelopment Grant authorization 

The State has a Redevelopment Grant program to assist in the redevelopment of property. The City proposes to be the applicant for funds for the public infrastructure on the Thorvig project. The grant can pay for up to 50% of eligible costs and if the funds are received it would reduce the costs of infrastructure. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2006 – 23 to authorize an application for the Redevelopment Grant. Motion carried 3-0. 

Approve Pay Request #5 – Wastewater Pond Expansion

The City contracted with Jensen Backhoe to do our pond expansion project. Mr. Jensen has requested a 5th payment in the amount of $18,990.05. The engineer has reviewed and approved the request.   The project is complete except for final inspection. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve pay request #5 to Jensen Backhoe for $18,990.05 on the Wastewater Pond Expansion project. Motion carried 3-0. 

Approve negotiation of KREEC contracts

Park and Recreation commission has been discussing for more than a year the redevelopment and reuse of KREEC site. There are two steps in developing those future uses; one will involve intensive grazing on certain areas and two will be planning for what areas should be replanted to create usable space. 

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to approve the negotiation of contracts for grazing the area and for the planning of the redevelopment and reuse of the site. Motion carried 3-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept the report of paid claims; the operations report from PeopleService; and the operation report from the Golf Course. Motion carried 3-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Letter received from the Veteran’s Memorial Committee to show where the time capsule and waterfall will be located.  Council requested the entire Committee be invited to the next Council meeting.  Financial Information from the Relief Association annual report was presented.

ADMINISTRATORS REPORT

Administrator Griffith mentioned the following items of interest: Fire Relief Association meeting July 24 at 9 pm; Land Swap with County to be discussed at a Public Hearing; it is budget time – must set preliminary budget and levy by Sept. 15; 
Administrator taking vacation week of August 20; and safety training in Askov.

ADJOURN

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn meeting at 9:26 pm. Motion carried 3-0. 





____________________________________





Randy Atterbury





Mayor

Attest:

_____________________________________

Jessica Hejny

Recording Secretary

