PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

May 10, 2011

Members present: Barsness, Buzo, Dybvig, Franklin, Kern, White

Staff: Stadin, Griffith

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:00 am

Motion Franklin, second Kern to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Franklin, second Buzo to approve the minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Continuing Business 

Robinson Park

Chair Barsness reported that the Clean-Up went well with about 25 people participating throughout the day.  A number of trees were dropped and blocked and it has opened up a view of the derrick pole. 

Chair also reported on a conversation with Lee Dybvig about the camp sites.  He stated that a metal fire ring, picnic table, and cushioning for a tent pad was all that was needed.

Staff reported on the status of the Cost Share program with Soil and Water.  He stated that the specifications are being modified and that the project should go to bid within two weeks.  The Commission reviewed the one set of plans and commented positively.

Other

There are two benches left and staff asked that the Commission think about possible locations.

Staff stated that an application for Community Service projects was being submitted and one of those was for picnic tables to be built for Robinson Park.  Besides a table for each campsite there is a need for a table in the second picnic shelter and for several others in the climbing areas.

Staff asked for a motion to request a porta potty for the summer in Johnson Park.

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to request a porta potty for the summer in Johnson Park.  Motion approved 6-0.

Staff also handed out information about a wellness program called LifeTrail which provides for up to 21 fitness stations along a trail.  

Staff stated he would get the letter out to the Superintendent about the cement picnic table on school property.

Camping in Robinson Park

There was a continuing discussion about camping in the park.  

There would be primitive tenting only.  Their needs to be signage that states camping only in designated areas.  This allows for some control and keeps camping out of the historic portion of the park but would still allow for special permits for events.

Each of the fours sites would have a wooden picnic table to be built by the FCI.  Each would have a fire ring and a garbage can.  The fire ring is suggested that it be metal otherwise the stones will just get moved around.  Member Barsness is pricing out various options for the fire rings.

How long should a camper be allowed to stay?  

Most campgrounds have a two week maximum.

Would we advertise that camping is available?  

The consensus was that word of mouth will keep the sites busy.

The Commission is clear about stating that they do not want to change the aesthetics of the park.  There should be no camping north of the parking lot except for special events.

How would we enforce parking?

Do we state no parking at camp site or a sing that states parking only in parking lot with an exception for the handicap spot which would have to be signed.

There was discussion about security issues with people and activities in the park after dark.  

There needs to be a sign with rules.  

    What rules and the location of the sign need to be determined.

City will have to change its ordinances to allow people in the park after dark and to allow fires and the City would need to post a 24/7 phone number(s) for questions or problems. 

Other (2)

Member Kern discussed the plantings to be done at the Veterans Memorial this summer.

He also talked about some of the issues with frost and the work done at the gazebo.  He also presented a possible solution to the issues with the piping behind the Lions water fountain.

Adjournment

Motion Franklin, second White to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 am.  Motion approved 6-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

