SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 2, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Johnson

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Michael Mendiola, David Wierzba, Dean Peterson, Gene Lalonde, Lee Elfering, Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the addition of 12D – Consider appraisal contract with Appraisal Professionals.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

FIREWISE program update

Dean Peterson informed the Council that the City evacuation plans are being completed and that donations to assist in clearing trees and fire fuels have been received or are anticipated from MNDOT, Minnesota Power and the Railroad.  He also stated that there are funds available to improve the storm warning system by moving the storm siren.  A move to the top of the Fire Hall would increase the elevation and place it in a location where there is a backup generator.  When asked, the Council members voiced no opposition to applying for these monies.  

Johnson arrives 7:02 p.m.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander provided an update on the Chamber beautification project:  the banners and baskets should be up within a week.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the regular meeting minutes of June 20, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Dear Control Program – 2007

The City has had an approved archery harvest for deer for the past several years.  The proposed rules and regulations are unchanged from the previous year.  There was no feedback from land owners who allowed hunters last year.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to open the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Dean Peterson commented that the deer will move out of areas where the underbrush is cleared.  Stadin asked about the count from the previous year.  Griffith responded that he did not have an exact number readily available, but that it was a good number of deer taken.  Johnson wondered if the size of the lots available for hunting could be reduced to 5 acres.  Griffith responded that some citizens were concerned that wounded deer might be running through town and that the larger lots of 10 acres were located on the periphery.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to close the public hearing at 7:18 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to adopt the 2007 Deer Control program.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS (CONT)

Contract for engineering services
The Council had previously requested that two engineering firms, MSA and Elfring, be present at this meeting to present and answer questions about their proposals outlining their approaches and solutions to several drainage projects in the City.  Each firm was given an allotted amount of time to explain its proposal and the Council asked questions of the engineers to clarify.  

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to offer the contract for the drainage projects to MSA Professional Services.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Authorize a one-time water bill credit for residents affected by Palisade alley water main project.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of $69,042.81.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Special Events Ordinance

The Council has been considering a Special Events Ordinance and had discussed a proposed ordinance on several other occasions.  Johnson pointed out that the ordinance allows the City to be proactive in regards to requests for special events.  Stadin was concerned that the ordinance not be so restrictive that it would limit normal activities on public property.  Bonander suggested that the ordinance require a permit only when the events exceeds the normal capacity of the venue.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve Ordinance 2007-10, An ordinance amending Sandstone City Code to add a new section 960 regarding special events, with the following addition:  960.07 (d) Groups of 299 or less and 3 hours or less and no slae or consumption of alcohol.  Motion carried 4-1.

Regarding summary publication, Tim Franklin suggested that the importance of this ordinance to the public is such that summary publication is not appropriate.  

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to not approve Ordinance 2007-11, Summary publication of Ordinance 2007-10.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Minnesota Street project – Bond sale proposal

Ehlers and Associates, at the City’s request, is prepared to solicit bids for the sale of bonds to fund the improvements to Minnesota Street which will be assessed to the benefiting property owners.  Ehlers will report back to the Council at the July 18 meeting.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve Resolution 2007-13, Resolution providing for the sale of $315,000 General Obligation Improvement bonds, Series 2007A.  Motion carried 5-0.

Request for handicapped parking area

Marilyn Juhl, 422 Park Avenue, has requested that the City designate a parking space on 5th Street as a handicapped parking area to accommodate her mother who is wheelchair-bound.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the designation of a handicapped parking space on 5th Street and to authorize the installation of proper signage and paint.  Motion carried 5-0.

Fire call fees

The Council had changed the Fee Schedule to have institutional fire calls, such as those from the FCI or the School District, charged at a rate close to the actual costs to provide the service since these entities are not part of the fire formula which pays for the cost of fire protection.  

The School District has requested that the Council consider negotiating a lower fee for fire suppression services.  Another alternative would be to treat the School District just like the townships and make them a line item in the fire formula, charging them on the same basis.  Another alternative would be to move the Fire District boundaries and include them in the Finlayson or Askov districts.  Griffith and Fire Chief Spartz did meet with the School District.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize Staff and Fire Department to negotiate with the School District for charges related to fire suppression and/or protection.  Motion Stadin, second Edmond to include a friendly amendment which allows for the School District to be designated as a distinct entity in the fire formula.  Motion carried 5-0.

Appraisal contract

In anticipating potential development of a train station and/or other economic development, the City may consider acquisition of vacant railroad right-of-way.  An appraisal needs to be done and BNSF requires the appraiser to have MAI certification.  Staff contacted Appraisal Professionals, a firm with whom the City has done business in the past, and requested a proposal.  The proposal they provided calls for an appraisal of the park property for $1,800 and the remainder of the vacant BNSF property for $2,400.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the contract with Appraisal Professionals for the appraisal work on the BNSF properties, subject to BNSF approval of Appraisal Professionals as an acceptable firm.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Library Board minutes – June 19; Golf Course weekly report – June 10; Sandstone Fire & Rescue minutes – April 23 and May 28.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Financial Planning workshop at 6 pm on July 18 and the upcoming August workshop with the Golf Advisory Board at the Golf Course.  He also requested input for the budget.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:43 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

