PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

October 9, 2007

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Petry

Staff: Griffith

Others: Stadin – Council liaison; and Gene LaLonde, Snake River Land Planning

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:17 pm

Motion Dybvig, second Petry to approve agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to approve September. Motion carried 4-0.

The object of the meeting is to add, subtract, discuss and start to prioritize the project list.

Park Projects

Robinson Park – RV park discussion was about the involvement of DNR and what they may require.  LaLonde said DNR would prefer cement pads and he would add cement picnic tables, permanent fire rings and an electrical plug-in.  The bathroom upgrade needs to be accessible. There needs to be improvements to the landings for canoers and kayaers.

The brush control plan should be more than just cutting but actually developing more area to mow and use.

The improvements to Old Wagon Bridge Road will need to happen whether or not the park improvements happen.  City already awarded contract for survey work.

Member Colsrud asked for consideration of the idea of spending money on RV sites versus money on primitive camp sites so that more funds would be available for other activities if we only developed primitive sites.  General consensus was to continue the current policy of restricting primitive camping and only allow by special permit for events.

Train Park – To build permanent food stands for local groups will take up a lot of room.  The discussion was how many spaces to create, whether or not they all need running water and how would we get them connected to sanitary.  The location will also impact the potential pedestrian bridge from the train station.

Because of this plumbing the need for a permanent bathroom was discussed and would be Plan B and not a priority.

The other upgrades would be to the electrical and because MN Power sill be putting lines underground this would be the time to add a sidewalk and decorative streetlights to the park and making the park area accessible.  

Johnson Park – The plan is still for a small child play area for children aged up to 10 years old.  This would require fencing to keep children out of the street.  Member Dybvig shared the information gathered to this point about the type of equipment preferred.

A primitive playground was discussed but thought more appropriate in the Rec Area. 

The suggestion for a sandbox was not added to the list because of health issue with cats. 

Will need to consider some improvements to the picnic shelter to make it more user friendly.

Rec Area – the idea is to go back to the original plan for what activities.  The project would be divided into three phases.

Phase 1: complete first softball field; build second softball field; bathroom/concession building; parking lot

Phase 2: sand volleyball; play area for children; picnic shelter

Phase 3: basketball court; hockey rink; tennis courts

Lions Hill – The one improvement would be to the skating rink.  Members suggested that perhaps that could be done this year by PW staff.   They would like to add a hockey net at one end to see what interest in hockey there might be.

Old Hockey Rink site 

Motion by Dybvig, second by Petry to request the City Council to name the site Angle Park.  Motion approved 4-0.

The priorities here are to buy land and do what security fencing is needed.  The plan would also include a picnic shelter and the planting of some trees near the shelter to provide shade.

The redevelopment of the building is a low priority and should be used for storage.  Horseshoe pits should be developed and consideration should be given to developing some off street parking at the south end.

Skate Board park

Staff will come with different skate park information on materials, etc for consideration.

Chris Grocery store 

Suggested reuse would be for a community center and indoor rec area for kids.

New Hospital site – The creation green space should be required in their development plan.

KREEC – Project include making building improvements, building an outhouse, building trails, developing gardens and designing an RV park.

Staff mentioned the 6 foot asphalt walking path along new store border to provide access to Rec Area.

Staff to check if possible to move A/D building.

Members to review next list and add, subtract and prioritize for next meeting where initial cost estimates will be available for some projects.

Adjournment

Motion Colsrud, second Petry to adjourn meeting at 8:30 pm.  Motion approved 4-0.

