SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 7, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m..

ROLL CALL

Members present:  
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present: 
Tim Franklin, Ramon Buzo, Ken Chambard

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff, members and public recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the agenda for July 7, 2010 with the addition of 12K – Consider approval of reimbursement resolution.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Stadin mentioned that while visiting Gettysburg, PA, other tourists he met there were familiar with Sandstone due to the Country Music Theater.  

Atterbury informed the other Council members of a meeting between Staff and Spectrum Health regarding the construction of a 40-45 bed assisted living facility on the “hospital property”.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes for June 16, 2010 and the special meeting minutes for June 15, 2010.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  9A – Appoint Pat Dewey and Gary Larsen to Golf Advisory Commission, 9B – Declare a traffic control bill to Smith as uncollectible, 9C – Declare two swing set frames as surplus property and allow for their sale, and 9D – Approve two year contract with Pine County Assessor’s office.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $179,214.64.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider contract for chip sealing of streets

The Council had previously authorized advertising for quotes for street maintenance – crack sealing, spray injection or chip sealing.  The quotes and recommendations from Public Works Supervisor were reviewed.  The City had budgeted $30,000 in Capital Projects for street maintenance and overlays.  

Edmond stated that he would prefer to proceed with the two street overlays rather than any maintenance work.  Griffith pointed out that the streets prioritized for chip sealing have high traffic volume and that chip sealing would extend the time before overlaying is needed.  

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize Staff entering into contract with Pearson Bros for chip sealing, with trap rock, the following streets:  Quarry Place – Highway 23-123 to end, Eisenhower – Pine Ave to end of garages, Minnesota – Court to Grant, and Grant – Highway 123 to Jefferson in the amount of $24,675.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider contract for street overlays

Having approved contracting for chip sealing, the Council consensus was to postpone any action on street overlays for the time being.

PUBLIC HEARING

Temporary Liquor License – Sandstone Lions

The Sandstone Lions Club has submitted an application for a temporary liquor license for Quarry Days – August 6-7.  All the requirements of City ordinance have been met.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to open the Public Hearing on granting a temporary liquor license to the Sandstone Lions at 7:20 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

Tim Franklin reported that the event went well last year.  There was no other public comment.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 7:22 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve a temporary liquor license for Quarry Days 2010 for Sandstone Lions Club.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS (cont)

Consider contract for snow removal

The Council had previously authorized RFPs for snow removal.  MPJ Enterprises’ was the only response received.  

The Council compared this quote with a previous year’s invoice from Brian Klar.  This was some confusion regarding a “retainer” charge on the MPJ quote.  Griffith reminded the Council that in the previous year, the City had paid a “deposit” for 3-4 of the winter months, out of which the invoice for work done that month was paid.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to modify the proposed contract for snow removal with MPJ Enterprises to reflect a “deposit” rather than a “retainer”, in the amount of $750.00/mo, not to exceed 4 months, subject to MPJ approval.  

Bonander retracted this motion, Stadin agreeing.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to table the discussion of the snow removal contract, subject to clarification from Mike Johnson regarding the RFP for snow removal services.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance Amendments

The City currently uses registered mail to send out certain violation notifications.  This is not a State requirement; certified mail is less expensive and meets State requirements.  Staff is requesting that the wording in the litter ordinance and the nuisance ordinance be amended from “registered” to “certified.”  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to open the public hearing regarding amending the Litter and Nuisance Ordinances at 7:33 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

There was no public comment.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to close the public hearing at 7:38 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2010-03, ordinance amending sections 635.09 and 640.05 of the Sandstone City Code regarding nuisance and litter notice requirements.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2010-04, ordinance calling for summary publication of amended litter and nuisance ordinances.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS (cont)

Signage – Golf Course

The Golf Manager if requesting that the City provide a sixty-day notice to Quality Home of its intent to terminate using Quality Home property for signage for the Golf Course.  Installation of the sign on the property was in exchange for free golf rounds.   The Manager is suggesting that the location for this sign could be more effective elsewhere.  Edmond expressed concern that there is no signed documentation of this agreement.   Stadin suggested that the sign be moved to the other side of the interstate where the City owns property.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to direct Staff to give Quality Home Center a sixty-day notice of its intent to terminate using the Quality Home location for its Golf signage.  Motion carried 5-0.

Purchase of land – Hennum Property

The City and EDA have been considering purchasing land to enable an access to the airport property.  Staff, with Council authorization, has negotiated a purchase price of $205,000 with a $1,000 option payment for the Hennum property.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to approve the proposed Purchase Agreement with Daniel and Elisabeth Hennum, including authorizing the Mayor and Administrator to take such actions and sign such documents as necessary to close on the property.  Motion carried 5-0.

Authorize inter-fund loan – Hennum land acquisition

After discussion with the City’s financial advisor, it was determined that an inter-fund loan (from Sewer Fund – Fund 602 to Capital Projects Fund – Fund 401) is the most prudent means of financing the Hennum land acquisition.  In addition to the purchase price, Staff is requesting that the Council also approve an additional $20,000 in fund transfer to cover the costs of closing, subdivision and other expenses.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2010-16, resolution authorizing transfer of funds from Sewer to Capital Projects in the amount of $225,000.00 for the purpose of the Hennum land acquisition.  Motion carried 5-0.

Reimbursement resolution

The Council has approved entering into a purchase agreement for the Hennum property, to be paid for out of inter-fund loan monies.  Federal law would allow the City to reimburse itself for certain capital expenditures from bond proceeds before the bonds are issued if the City declares its intent to do so beforehand.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve Resolution 2010-17, resolution declaring the official intent of the City of Sandstone to reimburse certain expenditures from the proceeds of bond to be issued by the City.  Motion carried 5-0.

Subdivision work – Hennum property

The Council has approved the purchase of the Hennum property for the purpose of creating an access to the airport site.  To get a street access permit from MNDOT, the City must proceed with the subdivision platting process.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize contracting for services with S.E.H. to prepare subdivision plats of the Hennum property.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf Advisory minutes – June 9, Library Board minutes – June 15.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the next NLX Rail update scheduled for Thursday, July 29, 6-8 pm at the Sandstone Senior Center and the Board of Review training on September 15th. He noted the DEED training in Pine City on July 21st.  Griffith provided the following information regarding the water tower incident:  On June 24th, , in the early morning hours, the water tower alarm sounded and it was discovered that there were 8 open hydrants in town.  Approximately 125, 000 gallons were lost, but more importantly lives and property were put at risk with such low water pressure.  Griffith requested the public’s assistance in reporting any other such incidents by calling himself, the Mayor, or dispatch.  Additionally, he informed the Council that the MPCA permit compliance review has been completed and that there were no problems noted and that the water quality projects slated for Robinson Park have been postponed until next year.  Finally, he informed the Council and public that some things in the office have been running a little behind due to Vicky’s husband’s emergency surgery while they were away on vacation.

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Bonander to adjourn at 8:08 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

_____________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:

Sam Griffith, Clerk

