SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 7, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Gene Lalonde, Tim Franklin, Andy Spartz, Brian Reilly, Lisa Luokkala, Norbert Nillson, Andrea Hormillosa

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonnander to approve the agenda with the addition of 9E—Fire Department—Request to Award Contract.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy’s report

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 56 calls in Sandstone reported in the past month.  However, due to new software being installed, he did not have access to the information on all the calls.  He noted that the jail plans to move to the new building in January or February and that changes to phone numbers will be posted on Channel 13.

Request for drainage improvement – City Resident

Norbert Nilsson informed the Council of a drainage problem in the alley between Division/Washington and Court/Commercial.  The catch basin on the north side in grown in and the drainage ditch needs to be cleaned out.  Additionally, construction of a new garage and parking area at 222 Washington has obstructed the drainage.  In his opinion, a culvert needs to be added at that location.  He also noted that the alley is 14 inches below the grade.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to blade the alley, clean out the catch basin and request Public Works to provide a recommendation regarding whether the installation of piping would solve the drainage problem in the alley between Division/Washington and Court/Commercial.  Motion carried 5-0.

Issuance of Equipment Note—Ehlers & Associates

Brian Reilly, Ehlers and Associates, reported on the response of the equipment note bond offering.  There were two responses, First National Bank of the North and Wells Fargo.  The terms of First National Bank were more economical.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2007-24, Resolution issuing the Equipment note.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin mentioned that in comparing tax ID numbers, he discovered that the developer for the elementary school has $350 outstanding for City services (mowing) in addition to being two years behind on taxes.  Edmond had noticed that there were boxes blocking the culvert at the end of Grouse Street near the Organic Carrot.  Griffith noted that it is the City’s responsibility to clear this culvert.  Johnson mentioned a city resident asking that landlords be required to inspect tenants’ residences every so often, making sure living circumstances are safe, etc, and requested that the Council possibly look into some cases.  Griffith noted that the Council is limited in what it can do on private property, except in cases where living conditions are not safe, and that the City’s response to such a complaint would be to send in a building inspector.  Bonander reported on his trip to Washington, DC, which he thought to be very successful.  Atterbury brought up the issue of the City’s need for an ordinance regarding the construction of patios in response to the Freedom to Breathe Act.  Griffith agreed to have the attorney draft language to amend the current city ordinance and to present it at a further meeting for the Council’s review.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the special meeting minutes of October 10, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to approve the minutes of the meeting on October 17, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Set Assessment Public Hearing for Unpaid Bills for November 21; Authorize support letter for NTI grant application; Approve Alana Tyson for permanent full time Deputy Clerk position, Approve Leaha Jackson for permanent full time Utility Billing Clerk, Approve Fire Department’s request to award contract.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $102,283.05.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 2007—11—Lock Box Ordinance

The Council continued the ongoing discussion of the proposed lock box ordinance.  The issues on the part of the property owners continue to be the expense of installing the lock box, security risk and property rights.  The issue for the Fire Department is responsibility for an unsecured building until the owner arrives on the scene.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt the lock box ordinance with the amendment that property owners have the right to opt out and would be required to supply the Fire Department with a letter authorizing the Fire Department to not enter the building when a dial out alarm goes off and to indemnify and hold harmless the Department and the City in the event of a real fire.  

Stadin withdrew his second following discussion of whether the amendment was legal.

The motion died for lack of a second.

Consensus of the Council was to send the ordinance back to the Attorney for further language revisions regarding opt out provisions.

Administrator’s contract

The Administrator’s contract and his requests had previously been discussed and the Council determined that it would postpone the vote until all members were present.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to approve the Administrator’s request for the new contract with these revisions:  Salary increase of 4% beginning January 1, 2008, increase in amount of $250 of City’s contribution to Administrator’s deferred comp plan, and that the Council will undertake a salary review of Administrator’s pay.  Motion carried 3-2.

Ordinance 2007-12 – Extend zoning & subdivision regulations to township

The Council has had ongoing discussions regarding the extension of the City’s zoning and subdivision regulations to a portion of Sandstone Township.  Stadin pointed out that the regulations would affect the 6 properties identified on the zoning map.  Griffith noted that the zoning regulations would be effective upon publication and the subdivision regulations upon adoption.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2007-12, ordinance to extend the City’s zoning regulations to a portion of Sandstone Township.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2007-22, resolution to extend the City’s subdivision regulations to a portion of Sandstone Township.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Well siting study

For several years the City has been discussing the need for a well-siting study to determine a for an additional City well.  Wellhead protections should be in place well before development of the location.  S.E.H. has provided an updated proposal for this study.  Funds for the study would come from the Water Fund capital improvements account.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the well-siting study proposal from S.E.H.  Motion carried 5-0.

2007 Curb and Gutter project

Concrete Grade Construction, Inc has submitted a request for payment in the amount of $23,864.79 for the 2007 Curb and Gutter project.  S.E.H. has reviewed and approve the payment.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the payment of $23,864.79 to Concrete Grade Construction, Inc subject to final signatures.  Motion carried 5-0.

Annexation

The City had previously acquired two parcels of property along Interstate 35.  In order to annex these properties the Council must adopt an ordinance to do so.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2007-13, ordinance annexing certain land in Sandstone Township.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, and Library Board meeting minutes – October 23.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Truth in Taxation hearing on December 5th.  He also provided them with MSA’s update on the 6th Street drainage project.  Finally, he mentioned the negotiations training which Stadin and Edmond will attend next Monday.  

The Council recessed at 9:10 p.m. for closed session.

CLOSED SESSION – Union negotiations

Council returned from recess at 9:20 pm.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to direct Administrator to respond to the Union request as directed.  Motion approved 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 9:23 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

