SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 21, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Stadin called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Stadin, Andrews 

Members absent:         Atterbury

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present
Tim Franklin, Mike Johnson, Ronald Hammer, Jeff Engel, John Kern, Jill Warner, Brandon Devlin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ice Farming Proposal

Jeff Engel, Minnesota Climbers Association, presented a proposal for ice farming in Robinson Park to augment the ice flows and enable the climbers to have a more reliable climbing experience.  The proposal is requesting the City’s participation in two areas:  the installation of a service line to a yard hydrant and provision of the water for spraying the cliff area.  The climbers would be responsible for the rest of the semi-permanent piping.  Mr. Engel pointed out that this proposal would benefit both parties.  Bonander agreed that the farming of ice would provide a more consistent season on which the climbers could depend.  Edmond asked about the relative safety between natural or farmed ice and where the hydrant would be located.  Engel explained that both natural and farmed ice need loose parts knocked off in the beginning of the season, but that once the ice is well-established in the rock, there is essentially no difference in terms of how secure it is.  Griffith stated that the hydrant could probably be placed on Park property with a flexible hose run to the piping which would be installed on a ledge approximately 15 feet below the top of the cliff.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to accept the proposal for Ice Farming and to direct Staff and the City Engineer to develop plans and costs to install the City portion of the system.  Motion carried 4-0.

Insurance Agent
Jill Warner, North Pine Insurance Agency, appeared before the Council requesting that the City consider making her its insurance agent.  The coverage and services would remain with the League of Minnesota Insurance Trust (LMCIT), with whom the City has been satisfied.  Currently, the City’s agency is located in Hinckley and services are paid for on a 6% commission basis.  Ms. Warner pointed out her years of experience, the fact that she is a Sandstone resident and the business is located on Main Street, and that her motivation is to provide the best service possible at the least expense to the City.  She is offering to service the policy on an annual fee basis of $2,000.  This is approximately 3.3%.  

Griffith pointed out that the insurance agency services are a provided under a professional services contract and that if the Council is interested to see what the market is like, he could advertise for RFPs (Request for Proposals) and the Council members could then compare services and pricing.    

Motion Kester, second Edmond to direct Staff to prepare an RFP for insurance agent services.  Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

John Kern, Chamber, showed a copy of the new fall banner for which the City has provided some funds.  Bonander reported on his trip to Washington with the NLX delegation.

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve the meeting minutes for April 7, 2010. Motion carried 4-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A – Approve Ronald L. Hammer as probationary firefighter subject to completion of all employment requirements and 9B – Approve 2010 contract with PHASE for cemetery mowing; authorize Administrator to sign contract. Motion carried 4-0. 

Bonander recused himself from the discussion and vote on the remainder of the consent agenda.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows:  9C – Approve liquor licenses subject to background check; proper insurance and payment of all fees, and 9D – Approve fireworks permit for Paddle Fest.  Motion carried 3-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Bonander recused himself from the discussion and vote on the financial reports.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $39,048.90. Motion carried 3-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Council members with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report for the month of March.

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Request for funds – Community Education

The City is again being asked by Community Education to sponsor one of the lifeguards for the summer swimming program at a cost of $600.  Staff had previously requested information regarding what other entities were participating and how many children from Sandstone had attended.  Information received back indicated that the only other donation had been received from the Sandstone Lions and that there was no way of knowing how many kids from Sandstone had participated.  

Stadin asked if the City did anything for summer activities.  Griffith responded that since the ball fields relocated with the new school, the City had not been involved with summer sports programs.  Edmond stated that he would be in favor of a form of scholarship for children from Sandstone.  Bonander suggested that an arrangement could be worked out with the City of Askov so that there would be mutual participation.  They agreed they would revisit the issue if other political entities become involved. 

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to deny the request from Community Education for funding for a lifeguard for the summer swimming program.  Motion carried 4-0.

Administrator’s contract

The Council performed an annual performance review of the Administrator in October 2009.  At that time, despite all positive reviews, the Council voted to deny a pay increase and at the same time to not extend the Administrator’s contract.  

The Personnel Committee met to reconsider the contract renewal, without the pay increase request, and is recommending a one-year extension to the contract.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to approve a one-year extension to the Administrator’s contract.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEWBUSINESS

Conflict of interest – Kester
The City is considering the purchase of a property belonging to Mike Johnson for the new Public Works facility, causing a conflict of interest for Councilmember Kester.  The City may enter into this contract if prior to the purchase agreement being signed, the Council passes a resolution regarding the conflict of interest and if the vote to approve the purchase agreement is unanimous.  Kester recused himself from the discussion and vote.

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve Resolution 2010-11, a resolution regarding a conflict of interest of Council member Kester and the purchase of property from Michael Johnson.  Motion carried 3-0.

Purchase of building and property for Public Works facility

The City has been planning and budgeting for a different Public Works facility for several years and has determined that new construction is not financially feasible.  Mike Johnson has offered his building and acreage.  Both the Development Committee and the Public Works staff have toured the building and the Development Committee has recommended pursuing its purchase.  Kester recused himself from the discussion and vote.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize Administrator to negotiate a Purchase Agreement for the Johnson property for the Council’s review and approval.  Motion carried 3-0.

Plow truck

The 24-year old plow truck needs to be replaced and the City has approximately $61,000 in a restricted cast account for this purpose.  Staff is requesting authorization to gather quotes.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to authorize the Administrator and Public Works Supervisor to gather quotes for a replacement plow truck for the Council’s consideration.  Motion carried 4-0.

2010 Street Work

Griffith reviewed the process and approach to street work projects and asked the Council members to drive through the City in preparation for decision-making at the future meeting.  

He noted that Public Works Supervisor Mikrot is developing a list of potential spray patch and chip seal projects. 

Edmond requested that Ehlers be contacted to provide financing options.  

No action taken at this time.

Capital projects – Manholes

Dave Barnick, PeopleService, has provided a list of his recommendations for 2010 manhole work.  

Motion Kester, second Edmond to authorize Staff to request quotes for manhole rehabilitation based on list submitted by PeopleService.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Park & Recreation Commission minutes – April 4, and PeopleService operations report – April 9.  Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith reminded the Council members of the Board of Review meeting on April 26 at 7:00 p.m.  He also informed them that community service project requests had been submitted for bench installation and roughs at the Golf Course.  He noted that a memo has gone out to the townships regarding the Fire Contract.  Upcoming workshops that were listed include:  LMC – Loss & Safety Control in St. Cloud on April 27, Symposium on Small Towns in Morris on June 10, and LMC Annual Conference in St. Cloud on June 23-24.  Griffith also provided updates.  Regarding the Carlson hazardous building, the judge ruled in the City’s favor and allowed 90 days for the property owner to remove the hazardous conditions or the City may, and may assess the costs against the property.  He noted that the State had increased the surcharge for fixed fee building permits and that the City is required to now charge $5.00 where it had been charging $.50.  He also explained that the State is using a different strategy and instead of more LGA cuts is making up the difference in revised Market Value Homestead Credits.

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:29 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.
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