SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 20, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Chelsea Kitley, Rachel Johnson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander announced that the next Chamber meeting will be held at Jan & Gary’s Restaurant on February 27 at noon.  Jordan Zeller of ECREDC will be the speaker.  He also noted that advertisements have gone out for the two new Chamber positions and that a mailing went out to members detailing proposed revisions to the articles and bylaws.  Stadin questioned the veracity of a resident’s report of having observed a private contractor pushing snow from a private lot onto a City street.  Griffith responded that it very probably did occur and that the City has no policy addressing this issue.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes for February 6th and February 12th.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to accept the consent agenda as follows: Reappoint library board members; Reappoint Park and Recreation Commission members; Approve sale of cemetery plots & payment of perpetual care for both parcels – Eccles – south ½ of Lot 13, Section C, 2nd addition; Authorize RETAP assessment.  

Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of 

$54,818.81.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

New streetlight(s)

The Council had requested that Minnesota Power install a new streetlight at the intersection of Ashley and Highway 123.  Minnesota Power has responded asking the City to consider which of the following three options it would like implemented:  overhead wire extended along Highway 123 from the pole at Minnesota Street, overhead wiring across the Harvest Christian School property, or a buried cable.  

Bonander noted that, in anticipation of future development at this site, a buried cable might be the best option.  Consensus was to direct Staff to continue discussions with Minnesota Power noting that the preferred option is the buried cable.

Capital projects

Council continued the discussion regarding proposed capital projects and priorities.  No action was taken at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 2008-06 – change size of Library Board

The Library Board has requested that the Council increase the number of members on the Board from seven to nine.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2008-06, resolution increasing the size of the Library Board from seven to nine members.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Consider authorization of brake repair on motor patrol

Public Works staff is requesting that the brakes on the motor patrol be repaired.  Ziegler Caterpillar has submitted a proposal to do the repair and rebuild of the brakes on site in the amount of $5,613.88.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize brake repair on the motor patrol, not to exceed $6,600.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Consider request to reimburse for sewer line repair

The City received a letter with photos from Kevin Plunkett of 522 Park Avenue requesting reimbursement for repair of sewer line at his residence in the amount of $700.  He maintains that the sewer backed up due to a frozen manhole.  Dave Barnick of PeopleService provided a written statement that upon review of the situation he stated that no other neighbors are experiencing sewer backup, that the manhole has normal ice formation and is still functioning properly, and that Plunkett’s service line has tree root problems.  Griffith reminded the Council that City policy states that the property owner is responsible for sewer lines from the home to the street.  The blockage at Plunkett’s is in the service line.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to deny Kevin Plunkett’s request for reimbursement for $700 for repairs to sewer service line.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider request to waive Fire Department fee

The City received a letter from Luke Hanson requesting the Council waive the bill he received for traffic control services provided by the Fire Department.  Mr. Hanson’s car went into the ditch on Highway I-35 during icy conditions on January 26, 2008.  He exited his vehicle uninjured and states that his vehicle was not obstructing other traffic and that he received no direct assistance from the Fire Department.  The Highway Patrol requested that the Fire Department assist with traffic control due to the fact that there were at least eight vehicles in the ditch.  Griffith noted that State law does not allow the City to be reimbursed for assistance in this type of situation.  Edmond noted that the trucks can’t operate for free and that extracting the vehicle from the ditch under these hazardous conditions needed traffic control.  

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to deny Luke Hanson’s request to waive the Fire Department bill for traffic control services in the amount of $685.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider approval of Payable 2008 Fire Formula

The City and townships met to discuss the proposed payable 2008 Fire Formula on February 12, 2008.  Council reviewed the minutes of the meeting and recommended changes.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize funds from the Operating Fund be spent for an alarm system for the Fire Hall.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to approve the 2008 Fire Formula.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider approval of 2008-2009 Union Contract

The City has negotiated terms to a two-year contract with Union employees.  Council held a closed session at its last Council meeting to directly negotiate with Union representatives.  The response by the City to the Union has been accepted by the Union and its members.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the 20008-2009 Union contract.  Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Park and Recreation Commission minutes – February 19; PeopleService operations report – February 7.  Motion carried 5-0.

Bonander noted favorable coverage of Sandstone Ice Fest in several outdoors magazines.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received notice from Sandstone Township of the denial of its request to extend Building Code enforcement to certain parcels in the Township.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the special meeting on Wednesday, February 27th at 7pm; the Board of Review meeting on Tuesday, April 29th at 7 pm; and the North Pine Area Hospital District annual meeting on Tuesday, February 26 at 6 pm.  

He also updated them on the Golf Course Improvement Project; noted that Sandstone Township’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance was approved February 7th; and informed them of the proposed Adventure Race at Robinson Park, the proposed display of the Vietnam Memorial moving wall in town in July, the bond refunding proposal—Ehlers—on March 5th, the response to Township Planning Chair letter to editor, and the St. Croix Scenic Byways website.  

Griffith also reminded the Council of the Business & Workforce Development Conference—NTI meeting in April in Hinckley; the Sustainable Tourism Workshop in April in Duluth; the Rural Water Technical Conference on March 4-6 in St. Cloud; the LCM Loss & Safety Control workshop on April 22nd in St. Cloud; and the Brownfield workshop on March 4th in Duluth.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:09 p.m.   
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:







Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

