SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 5, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Michael Mendiola-MSA, Tim Franklin, Gene Lalonde, Deputy Gary Frehse


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the deletion of Special Items of Business- Fuel Reduction Program-Firewise Grant.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse informed the council that there were 71 calls within the city during the month of August. These were mostly vehicle thefts, juvenile issues, and domestic complaints. Johnson mentioned the formation of Lion’s Leo Club for youth ages 12-18. Bonander thanked the Lion’s Club for the $1,000 donation for street banners and announced that Tim Zwicky, hospital administrator, will be the speaker at the next Chamber meeting; time TBA.  Atterbury wondered why the golf signs were not installed.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the regular meeting minutes of August 15, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Set Truth and Taxation Hearing dates for December 5 and December 19, Approve temporary liquor license-Sportsmen’s Club, Authorize Administrator attendance at Financing Your Community Project in St. Cloud on October 9. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $639,916.76.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Drainage Projects-Review of Engineering Proposal

The Council had previously approved hiring the engineering firm, MSA, to develop plans to address three particular drainage problems in the City: Old Military Road, Court Street ponding, and the alley behind the Post Office.  Michael Mendiola of MSA presented proposals, including cost estimates, for each of these problem drainage areas. Funding for these projects has not been included in the 2007 budget.  The Council spent considerable time discussing the proposal for Sixth Street and the alley behind the Post Office.  Bonander provided examples which he thought demonstrated that the cost estimates from MSA were overly optimistic. The Council members recognized that this particular street will need rebuilding in the near future and did not want to invest money in a temporary solution to the drainage problem which didn’t address work needed to the underlying street. Griffith suggested that the Council direct MSA to prepare cost estimates for the rebuilding of Sixth Street.  

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to obtain engineering studies for the rebuilding of Sixth Street, including cost estimates, with the intention that the storm sewer work be included in this year’s budget and the street reconstruction be included in next year’s budget. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to proceed with the Court Street drainage project to be paid for out of curb and gutter monies already budgeted for this year. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to include the Old Military Road drainage project in budget considerations for next year. 

Lock Box Ordinance Update

Griffith informed the Council that a draft ordinance for the Lock Box issue will be available for consideration at the next Council meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

2007 Curb and Gutter Project-Award of Contact

The Council authorized advertising for bids on the 2007 Curb and Gutter Project, received one bid, rejected it and authorized the project’s rebid.  Four bids were received.  S.E.H. reviewed the bids and recommended the Council award the bid to Concrete Grade Construction.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to award the 2007 Curb and Gutter Project to Concrete Grade Construction, contingent on final approval by Pine County Engineer.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Request for Credit on Sewer Bill-Ripley

Joseph and Christine Ripley experienced a sewer backup in their basement on July 19 and are requesting that the City waive their sewer bill for that month, in the amount of $29.30, as the backup was not due to any action on their part.  The backup was actually the result of tree roots in the city main.  

The City has no clear policy addressing this situation.  Edmond wondered if the City’s no-fault sewer backup coverage would be applicable.  He also indicated that he would abstain from voting due to the fact that the Ripleys are his neighbors.  Johnson was concerned that the Council not set a precedent.  Griffith agreed that he would prepare a draft policy addressing this issue, for the Council’s consideration at a later meeting.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to waive the Ripley’s sewer bill for the month of July in the amount of $29.30 due to sewer backup subject to waiver for any claims for damages.  Motion carried 4-0, 1 abstention.  

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Joint Powers Board minutes-August 17, Golf Operations-August 19 and 26.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council that the Preliminary Budget and Levy need to be set by September 15.  He also mentioned that his annual review is due, that painting at the cemetery building will be done as a community service project, that the City will meet with East Central schools to discuss the fire fee, and that the interchange landscape project needs some cleanup.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to recess the Council meeting at 8:28 p.m. for the EDA meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mayor Atterbury reopened the City Council meeting at 9:22 p.m.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Budget Review

Council discussed 2008 budget.  The proposed preliminary budget calls for a total levy of $489,836, an 8.27% increase.  Griffith pointed out that for each $5,000 cut from the budget, the levy would decrease by 1 %.  Bonander noted that an increase under 4.2 % would not require a Truth in Taxation hearing.  If the park and recreation capital projects, budgeted for $19,000, are removed from the budget and $5,000 is taken out engineering costs for the Wagon Bridge Road survey for drainage, the levy increase would be down to 3.5 %.  

The Council suggested the Park & Recreation Commission is to be directed to review their park improvement plans, prioritize, and put costs to them and report back to the Council within the next six months.   The Council would then consider offering a bond referendum to the public for all the park improvements.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 07 – 19, a resolution adopting the preliminary 2008 budget as presented less $19,000 from the Park & Recreation portion of the General Fund and $5,000 from the engineering portion of the General Fund and authorizing the Mayor and Administrator to prepare the resolution and sign it. Motion carried 4-1.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2007 - 20, a resolution setting the preliminary 2008 levy at $468,336 and authorizing the Mayor and Administrator to prepare the resolution and sign it.  Motion carried 5-0.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 10:05 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

