SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 20, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonnander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Finance Officer Newey,  Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Gene LaLonde, Michael Mendiola - MSA Professional Services, Tim Franklin, Marc Althoff, Kathy Burton, Sally Brewster

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the addition of 12C – Approve Snake River Planning contract.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS
2006 Audit – Marc Althoff

Mr. Althoff presented the 2006 City Audit, noting and correcting several printing errors.  He also differentiated between “restricted assets” and “reserve fund balances.”  Althoff complimented the City for consolidating several funds.  He explained the new auditing standards which call for a rating for Sandstone of “significant deficiency” as opposed to a “material deficiency.”  The City falls into this category due to its small office staff.  However, this deficit is offset by Council approval for budget and expenditures.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the 2006 Audit.  Motion carried 5-0.

2007-2008 Insurance – Kathy Burton

Ms. Burton reviewed the proposed 2007-2008 insurance package, pointing out a significant savings on the Golf Course coverage.  Griffith commended Burton for her diligence in assisting the City in realizing these savings.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to renew workers compensation coverage; to renew LMCIT insurance package; to approve liability coverage and not waive limits; to approve no fault sewer back-up coverage; to approve open meeting law coverage – 100% cost reimbursement.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Stadin inquired as to who is responsible for trimming bushes and hedges in alleys.  Griffith responded that the homeowner is responsible; however, the City will proceed with trimming if the growth obstructs vision or creates a safety hazard.  Griffith pointed out that the alley behind the Credit Union is on the Capital Projects list, but was not funded for this year.  He also mentioned the need to do the rest of alley behind the Grace Lutheran Church so that when the helicopter comes in it doesn’t spread so much dust.  Bonander provided an update on the Chamber beautification project which will be up in the next couple of weeks.  He also mentioned the dates of the Sandstone Farmer’s Market being July 14th – October 27th.  The Chamber is looking for more vendors and applications are available at the Library, the Gaslight, and Cherri’s Flower Basket.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes of June 6, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2006 Sidewalk Assessment

The 2006 Sidewalk Assessment public hearing was reopened from recess at 7:30 p.m.

The Council had previously discussed an engineering problem at 313 Court Ave, a property belonging to Sally Brewster.  At that time, the Council directed the engineer to review the situation.  Griffith reported that the sidewalk and apron were constructed “according to industry standards”, but that more care could have been taken in light of the circumstances of this particular property.  He reported that the only solution to make the driveway usable by Ms. Brewster is to remove the new sidewalk and pour one which tilts toward the street, lowering the apron at the same time.  

An additional issue with Ms. Brewster involved the cost of the sidewalk and apron.  However, she agreed to pay these costs with the understanding that the reconstructed sidewalk and apron will be usable.

A second issue with the assessment role involved the properties at 326 and 334 First Street.  The assessment amounts had been switched.  The engineers re-measured and the owners were notified of the altered assessment, with no argument.  

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to close the public hearing on the sidewalk assessment at 7:43 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to accept City responsibility for the sidewalk engineering issue at 313 Court Ave. and to proceed with recommended reconstruction, at the City’s expense. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to adopt Resolution 2007 – 09 to adopting the assessment roll for the 2006 Sidewalk Improvement Project.  Adopted 5-0.

Special Events Ordinance

The Special Events Ordinance public hearing was reopened from recess at 7:45 p.m.

There was no further public comment.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 7:50 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to defer action on the Special Events Ordinance until the July 2nd Council meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Set public hearing for July 2 at 7:15 p.m. on 2007 Deer Control program; Approve repair of Public Works garage overhead door – G.A.Schmidt Construction; Approve Resolution 2007-10 – Accept Lions Club donation of $1,350 for Golf signs; Authorize Administrator to get quotes from an MAI appraiser for railroad property.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $132,217.91.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Council was provided the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report – May 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Key lock boxes – set Public Hearing

The Fire Department had previously requested that the City amend the City Code to require lock boxes on all new and existing structure, with the exception of one and two-family buildings.  The City had held a public hearing on the matter in 2002  without taking any action.  The Fire Department is once again asking that this issue be considered.  

Bonander suggested that there be an option to waive the lock box in lieu of permission to enter by force.  Stadin added that the lock box requirement should be applicable only to buildings with a common entrance.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to set a Public Hearing on key lock boxes for July 18, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

Rail Station project

The City had previously passed a resolution in support of and offered a $15,000 donation towards the cost of the feasibility study to reestablish rail service between the Twin Cities and Duluth using the existing BNSF tracks, with the understanding that the Sandstone representative would have a vote in the station selection process.  Councilmember Bonander is representing the City at the meetings, with Gene Lalonde as an alternate.  Both gentlemen are attending the meetings and have made copies of correspondence, agendas and minutes available in the Library.  They reported that the group is impressed with the City’s proactive stance and that the City’s intended contribution has been recognized.  Under a new Memorandum of Understanding the voting membership will be limited to one member for each of the eight rail authorities, one member for each of  Duluth and Minneapolis, and one member for the Mille Lacs Band.  

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to modify the action donating funds towards the rail service feasibility study to specify that the funds not be made available until the City’s participation is clarified and Council directs.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Rail Station project – next step

The City had previously contracted with Snake River Land Planning who developed a preliminary site plan for a Sandstone Train Station.  Snake River is now submitting a proposal to undertake construction cost estimates.  

Bonander pointed out that this in the next step the City needs to take in pursuing the development of the station and that cost estimates will be needed to obtain financing.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to approve the contract with Snake River Land Planning for construction cost estimates on the Sandstone Train Station, with the requirement that Snake River submit a bill for the preliminary design work completed prior to starting any new activity.  Motion carried 5-0.

Zoning Map amendment

The Planning Commission had created three new zoning districts and had made changes to other districts.  They had held public hearings on both the new districts and on the amendments to the Zoning Map.  There was no one from the public in attendance at the zoning map hearing.  The Planning Commission has recommended the City Council approve the amended Zoning Map as submitted. The Council had taken action to approve the changes to the Zoning Ordinance and is now requested to approve the Zoning Map amendment.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2007-12, Resolution adopting an amendment to the official zoning map for the City of Sandstone.  Motion carried 5-0.

Drainage projects

The Council is anticipating ongoing drainage work in the City.  Staff prepared an RFP on representative projects and sent it out to six firms to help determine how each would approach the issues presented.  All six responded and a summary of each firm’s response was provided to the Council.  The merits of each were discussed.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to direct Staff to contact the MSA and Elfring engineering firms and invite each to the July 2nd Council meeting to present a summary of their proposals and answer questions.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf Course weekly report - June 3, Planning Commission minutes – June 13,  PeopleService operations – June 13, Public Works activity log – March 29 thru June 12.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the July 4th meeting being moved up to July 2nd.  He also informed them that there is no longer a concessionaire at the Golf Course, that the water supply proposal has been sent out to the School District, that the Storm Water Management Plan is completed, that it is time to think about the upcoming year’s budget and provide input, and that the KREEC reforestation project is underway.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to adjourn at 8:51 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

