PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

April 13, 2009

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Franklin, Johnson, Murphy

Staff: Griffith

Others: 

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:25 am

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to approve the agenda. Motion carried 6-0.

Motion Franklin, second Dybvig to approve March minutes. Motion carried 6-0.

Priority List 

Robinson Park

Griffith presented information he had gathered about cost for a new bathroom to DNR State Park specs and the cost of renovating the existing building.   ADA requirements recommend that there be a hard surface to bathroom.  There is a cost estimate for a sidewalk.

The needed improvements to Wagon Bridge Road are in the City’s 2009 Street Improvement Plan, which will be discussed Wednesday night. 

There is an approved FCI Community Service project for cutting and removing brush.  The City is having conversations with the DNR about an invasive plant removal project in the Park.  

Weather has prevented getting an estimate for improvements to the landings.  Meanwhile the DNR no longer has any grant money in that fund.

Barsness has identified camp sites but there is still a need to determine what needs to be done at each site.

KREEC

There are costs for a butterfly garden and a new sign. Betsy Danielson is developing costs for trails as proposed. The KREEC site has some matching funds to complete each project.

Golf

There will be no expansion project this year.

Rec Area

The City has not heard from the Soccer Association as of yet.

The City ahs received a quote for site work and putting down ag lime for the softball infield.

Playground – Johnson Park

Commission member Franklin shared her research on playgrounds.  Assuming a 5 to 12 year old age group, the three systems she researched cost from $ 15,000 to $ 30,000 not including installation (community build option) and edging.  

Motion Dybvig, second Murphy to recommend to the Council that structure #61379 is the preferred equipment to be installed.  Further request the Council to take immediate action to take advantage of sale prices on the equipment.  Motion approved 6-0.

Angle Park

The Leo’s have requested approval to take on the painting of the warming house building.

Motion Murphy, second Franklin to recommend to the City Council that they approve the Leo request to paint the warming house.  Motion approved 6-0.

Commission member Murphy informed everyone that the ice rink boards will not be painted this year as they still need to complete curing.

Skate Board park

Commission member Johnson shared information on skate board parks.  There are plans and cost estimates in the $ 25,000 range not including surface (concrete is preferred).  There are grant funds available from the Tony Hawk Foundation which seh will further research.

The type of park and equipment in it will help determine the amount of space needed and determine where it might be located. 

Council meeting

Staff told the Commission that he would be presenting their work at the next Council meeting and that he would encourage members to attend.  The intent is to get the Council to approve a budget and authorize proceeding with the playground project.

LCCMR grants

Staff informed the Commission of fund available from the LCCMR.  He was not sure which projects might qualify but these are some of the only funds available.

Motion Murphy, second Colsrud to recommend to the City Council the staff be allowed to apply for LCCMR funds.  Motion approved 6-0.

Tourism - U of M Extension

Staff mentioned that he is having discussions with U of M Extension about doing a tourism analysis of Sandstone.  The cost would be minimal but the outside perspective can really help in the long term planning of the Park & Recreation Commission.

Council meeting

Staff repeated what it was proposing for consideration by the City Council.  It needs to be made clear that there are more improvements that will be needed and proposed in the future.

The member discussed making clear their message to the Council.

Motion Franklin, second Johnson to direct staff to also present the Robinson Park improvements and ask for funds to undertake the top priority of the Commission.  Motion approved 6-0.

Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Murphy to adjourn meeting at 8:10 pm.  Motion approved 6-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

