Regular Council December 12, 2008

SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 17, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Thane Murphy, Phil Kester, George Castonguay, Gene LaLonde, Tim Franklin, Andy Andrews, Rick Olson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the agenda for December 17, 2008 with the addition of 12C-Approve Resolution 2008-31 amend Fee Schedule-snow removal and 13G-Chamber of Commerce-year in review  report.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander highlighted the Ice Fest which had 150 climbers and attendees from Florida, University of Iowa, Minnesota State University - Mankato, and University of Minnesota - Duluth as well as from London, England. 

Edmond stated that he has greatly appreciated working with Bonander and Johnson and that he appreciates all they have done for the City.  

Atterbury asked about the City’s contribution for the decorative lights.  Griffith responded that the contribution was supposed to be a match for the Chamber’s donation, which hasn’t happened yet.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for December 3, 2008. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve payment of year end 2008 bills on December 30, 9B-Approve Administrator attendance at conference on Reducing Energy Costs, and 9C-Approve 2008 budget transfers. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $72,324.81.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council members with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report of November 2008.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Adoption of Complaint Policy

Currently, the City attempts to respond to all complaints in a timely and appropriate manner.  In order to document the complaint and the resolution process, Staff has developed a draft policy to address the complaint process.  The policy would enable the City to better track who is responsible and what actions are being taken when a complaint has been received.  All residents have the opportunity to appeal to the Council at the Petition & Complaint section of the regular city council agenda.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt the Policy for Responding to Complaints.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve Conditional Use permit for Evangelical Free Church

The Evangelical Free Church has applied for a Conditional Use permit.   The Planning Commission has reviewed the submissions, held a Public Hearing, and prepared a Finding of Fact, which includes additional recommendations.  

Griffith clarified that parking requirements for a church are based on occupancy rather than square footage of the structure.   The Council reviewed the Planning Commission’s Finding of Fact and recommendations.

Findings of Facts

Conditional Use Permit
   FREE CHURCH






November 2008                                                                                      

Sandstone Zoning Code

515.35, Subd. 4 Conditional Use Permits.

a) The use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, schools, streets and other public facilities that serve or are proposed to serve the area.
       True

b) The use will be sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or screened from adjacent residentially zoned or used land so that existing homes will not be depreciated in value and there will be no deterrence to development of vacant land.
        True

c) The structure and site will have an appearance that will not have an adverse effect upon adjacent residential properties.
       True

d) The use, in the opinion of the City Council & Planning Commission, is reasonably related to the overall needs of the city and to the existing land use.
        True

e) The use is consistent with the purposes of the zoning ordinance and the purposes of the zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.
      Yes – church and related facilities and a recreational area

f) The use is not in conflict with the comprehensive plan.
     True

g) The use will not cause traffic hazard or congestion.
     True if private streets & access are built as proposed

h) Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and necessary facilities have been or will be provided.
     True – if built as planned

Additional conditions.

a) Approval subject to inclusion in Development Agreement

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendations, to use its Finding of Fact and to approve a Conditional Use Permit for the Sandstone Evangelical Free Church for the Meadow Woods project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Appointment of Fire Chief

Council adopted new regulations for the Fire Department. One change is that the Council is responsible for appointing a new Fire Chief. The Council has not yet set guidelines on how to go about selecting a Fire Chief but the Fire Department has made the following recommendations:  appoint George Castonguay as Fire Chief for 2009 and acknowledge the other election results.   

Edmond noted that he is very supportive of the Fire Department, but that he was disappointed with some comments made at a previous meeting regarding the selection process.  Johnson also agreed that since the Council is responsible for hiring, it also has the responsibility to ensure that the most qualified candidate is offered the position.  Bonander added that the Council has worked hard to see that the Fire Department is properly trained and equipped.  He felt that an assumption was previously made that the Council was unreceptive to the desires of the Department.  Atterbury expressed appreciation to Andy Andrews for his service as Fire Chief.  

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to appoint George Castonguay as Fire Chief for the year 2009 and acknowledge the elections of Andy Andrews as Assistant Chief, Johnson as First Lieutenant, D Peterson as Second Lieutenant, Talbot as Rescue Lieutenant, C Kramer as Training Officer, and Olson as secretary.   Motion carried 4-1. 

Snow Removal

The City has adopted an Ordinance regarding placement of snow, which allows owners or contractors to push snow from their parking lots in the downtown commercial area out onto the street if they have a written agreement with the City, and for a fee. No fee has yet been set. 

Atterbury asked if the fee would be assessed to an owner who pushes snow into the street but who has not signed an agreement. Griffith responded in the affirmative. 

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to adopt Resolution 2008-31 a resolution amending 2008 City of Sandstone Fee Schedule. Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS
Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows: Paid claims, Planning Commission-December 10, Fire and Rescue Minutes-November 24, Library Board Minutes-September 23, Park and Recreation Minutes-December 8, PeopleService operations-December 11, and Chamber of Commerce-year in review report 2008.   Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of an organizational meeting on January 7. He also mentioned the Consider Healthy Community Partnership program with Initiative Foundation’s workshop on January 6. He noted the following additional workshops: January 7-RDA-Utility System Planning and Management in Little Falls, and January 22-LMC/MPCA-Reducing Energy Costs in Government in St. Cloud. He reminded the business owners about the snow ordinance. He informed Council that the zamboni repairs required an additional $200 in water pump parts. He noted that the Peddler’s Ordinance signs would be for sale soon. He mentioned that a Community Station Committee had been established at a December 10 meeting. He noted that Stadin, Edmond and himself had met with engineers and hospital representatives regarding the hospital project. He will be on vacation the week of December 29, and finally he expressed his appreciation to Johnson and Bonander for their hard work as Council members. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to recess for the EDA meeting at 7:47 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

Council was back in session as 7:51 p.m. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Discuss 2009 budget and levy

Griffith provided an overview of the budget and possible responses to the probable LGA cuts. Johnson had previously expressed a desire to adjust the budget, allocating money for Park and Recreation. She suggested the $10,000 be moved from Non-Departmental undesignated to Park and Rec. She also suggested that the $10,000 for the Rail Alliance contribution be moved to Park and Rec. She doubts that any projects will be completed for Park and Rec. unless the City budgets money for it. Edmond expressed appreciation for the work of the Park and Rec. Commission but didn’t feel that the time was right to develop a bathroom in Robinson Park, the priority project listed by the Park and Rec. He strongly urged that the Council consider a referendum in the spring. Bonander concurred with Edmond, pointing out that the kayak and climbing users did not necessarily feel that a bathroom was a priority. Stadin stated that he did not want to see a bathroom developed in Robinson Park without an accompanying RV park. He suggested that the proposed increase in Personnel (Public Works Assistant position, part-time to full-time) in the amount of $18,000 be moved to Park and Recreation, rationale being that if the City experiences LGA cuts, it would be easier to decrease Park and Rec. budget than to lay off or cut back hours or benefits of a full-time employee. 

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2008-29, a resolution adopting the final 2009 operating budget.  Friendly amendment by Stadin was accepted to decrease Personnel-Public Works and increase Park and Recreation-Capital by $18,000. Motion failed 2-3. 

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2008-29 with the following two amendments: decrease Non-Departmental-Miscellaneous and increase Park and Recreation by $10,000 and decrease Personnel-Public Works and increase Park and Recreation by $18,000. Motion failed 2-3.

Motion Atterbury second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2008-29 a resolution adopting the final 2009 operating budget. Motion carried 3-2.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2008-30, a resolution adopting final tax levy for taxes payable 2009. Motion carried 5-0.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk
