SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 5, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Gene Lalonde, Tim Franklin, Greg Mizer, Savannah Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Truth in Taxation Public Hearing 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to open the public hearing at 6:31 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Administrator Griffith briefly explained the taxation process, including how tax capacity and tax rate are devised.  He reminded the Council and public that a resident’s taxes depend on the amount levied by the City as well as that levied by the School District and the County.  He noted that this year’s revenues/expenditures were impacted by the following variables:  union negotiations, LMCIT – Golf Course insurance package, 

State Fire aid (overpayment last year), and increased fees (rents, permits, services).  He also provided a brief overview of the 2008 budget, noting that it would require a levy of approximately $468,000.  

Tim Franklin inquired as to the level of intergovernmental revenue for this year.  Griffith responded that it had been increased approximately $40,000 over the last year’s amount.  There was no other public comment.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to close the public hearing at 6:55 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

There was no action taken at this meeting.  The Council will vote on the proposed 2008 budget and levy at the regular December 19th meeting.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson mentioned that some snow was not removed from the streets for several days after the rest of the snow was, and that some alley were inaccessible because snow had been plowed in front of them.  She also noted that the plowing job at the townhouses was inadequate.  Griffith responded that the snow plowing team is still working out the kinks in the snow removal plan.  Stadin remarked that landlords need to provide sufficient parking for their tenants.  Bonander stated that the sidewalks looked good, and mentioned the upcoming Ice Fest on the 7th, 8th, and 9th of December, and said that the tree in Train Park would be lit up on December 7th at 7 p.m.

Greg Mizer appeared before the Council wondering about the supposed additional 400-425,000 gallons of water used for the Ice Fest.  He wanted to know who was going to be billed for it.  Griffith responded by confirming that there was a 3-day spike in usage at a cost of approximately $1,980, if billed at resident rates, though it was difficult to determine exactly by whom and in what amounts.  He mentioned that an unauthorized hose was found frozen on Park and 8th Street and expressed concern that an untrained individual opening and closing a City hydrant might inadvertently cause a frozen hydrant.   Atterbury wondered if the Ice Fest organizers could pump up water from the Kettle River to create the wall of ice needed in Robinson Park.  Griffith stated that doing so would require a special permit from the State.  Edmond expressed support for the ice climbers and noted the benefits the City receives in the form of volunteer clean up at Robinson Park and free ice climbing lessons during the Fest.  Stadin added that the City had received positive exposure in a national outdoors magazine and felt that the supposed water usage was a fair exchange for the enhanced public relations.  Bonander pointed out that Ice Fest draws approximately 400 visitors over the 3-day weekend, many of whom return throughout the year, a positive economic impact.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes of November 7 and 21, 2007 with the correction that the vote to extend zoning regulations carried 3-2 instead of 5-0 as recorded.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were no additional public hearings.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: Authorize Administrator attendance at EDAM conference in January; Approve Vicky Kettlewell as permanent part time assistant clerk; Approve Administrator to establish and close Capital Project Funds.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of $166,532.87.  Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Fire Alarm Upgrade—City Hall &Library

The current fire alarm system at City Hall sounds an alarm when the pull station is activated, but does not dial out to dispatch.  An upgrade would cost $1,350 with some additional annual monitoring fees and phone line fees of $541.44.

 Motion Bonander, second Johnson to upgrade the fire alarm system to a dial-out alarm system in City Hall.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Authorization of Water Tower Repairs

An inspection at the City water town revealed the following needed repairs:  replace the vent, install safety equipment on some ladders, install a new screen, and repair the foundation.  PeopleService reviewed the report and recommended proceeding with the repairs.  Griffith noted that any repairs would be paid out of the Water Fund.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize Staff to get quotes for repairs and improvements to the water tower.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Adoption of Resolution 2007-25

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2007-25, a resolution accepting and approving Thorvig Addition infrastructure – streets, water, storm sewer etc..  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept reports as follows: Summary of paid claims; Fire and Rescue minutes - November 26; and Golf Advisory Commission minutes -September 5.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

The Administrator reminded the Council of the Budget and Levy Adoption Public Hearing on December 19.  He also noted the Fire Department election of officers—Dean Petersen, Chief, and Andy Andrews, Assistant Chief; the audit contract signed for 2007 audit, the Golf Course Insurance – the City is being required to carry duplicate insurance but does not intend to let the issue rest, and Sandstone Township meeting—Thursday, December 6th—7 pm at which a draft zoning ordinance will be discussed.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to recess at 7:55 p.m. 
CLOSED SESSION: UNION NEGOTIATIONS 

The Council resumed the meeting at 8:22 p.m.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to direct the Administrator to share with the Union the Council’s consensus of concerns regarding the Union’s request.  Motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:22 p.m. 
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