PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

February 10, 2009

Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Franklin, Johnson, Murphy

Staff: Griffith

Others: Council liaison Stadin, Mayor Atterbury, Kris Ristimaki, Rich LaFond

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Murphy, second Dybvig to approve January minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Soccer

Kris Ristimaki and Rich LaFond representing East Central Soccer requested the Commission consider their request to lease the Rec Area to them for their program.  They need to leave their current site and are looking for an appropriate area to develop some soccer fields.  They have been in existence for 15 years and have about 200 participants in the spring and about 100 in the fall.

They would do the maintenance of the fields and the mowing and can provide insurance.  They are in discussion with Nemadji Research to use the parking lot.

Motion Murphy, second Johnson to support the East Central Soccer Association’s request to the Sandstone City Council for a lease on the Rec Area site for soccer fields.  Motion approved 5-0.

KREEC site

Staff presented the proposal from Betsy Danielson for proposed signage and naming ideas.

The Commission was unanimous is selecting the chickadee design as their favored design element.  They suggested that for the actual area sign that a stylized chickadee be used.

Activities

Staff mentioned that April 25 would be Clean-Up Day in Robinson Park.  Commissioner Barsness is the organizer.

Paddle Fest will be May 1 – 3.

There will be a workshop at the City Council meeting on the 18th at 6 pm to discuss certain issues with the City’s financial advisor from Ehler’s including how a referendum works.

Priority List & Financing Projects 

There was an extended and a sometimes heated discussion about what happens next and how do the improvements get financed.

The Commission felt strongly that they had complied with the directions given them by the City Council and were very frustrated by Council action to not allow them to proceed.  There were references to previous attempts to make park improvements that had been denied by the City Council.

The Mayor stated his view on why Park & Rec should not do the bathroom in Robinson Park and the members responded with all of the reasons why it is key to all the other plans for Robinson Park.

Getting authorization to proceed is not the same as financing, but the Commission needs Council approval to proceed with costing out the project(s) and determining what kind of fund raising support or grants that might be available before coming to the Council with final plans and costs.

The Commission reiterated their statements that the Council needs to make these park improvements part of budget discussions and to support the efforts of the Park Commission to improve city parks.

The Commission directed staff to reaffirm to the City Council the already submitted priority list and request authorization to proceed with the three Robinson Park activities.  This would be to design and cost out the bathroom, complete work on the camp sites while looking at costs for fire rings and tables and to give staff authority to pursue DNR grants for these and the other Robinson Park improvements.

Adjournment

Motion Murphy, second Dybvig to adjourn meeting at 8:38 pm.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

