SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 20, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present
Tim Franklin, Steven Fish, John Sack

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda for April 20, with the addition of 12E-Golf Course Pay, and 12F-Milk drying plant. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander mentioned that kayakers are beginning to come to Robinson Park, and that the Chamber was hosting an Easter egg hunt on Saturday. 

Stadin asked when the compost site is open. Staff responded that it is open on Wednesday and Saturday.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for April 6 and April 12. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Authorize Administrator attendance at the Labor and Employee Relations sponsored by the Coalition of Greater MN Cities on June 2011 in Brainerd. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $34,070.63. Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenue and Expenditure Report for March, 2011.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Service Agreement-PHASE

The City uses PHASE for staffing of several ongoing and short-term personnel needs. The City uses PHASE workers to mow and maintain the Wild River Apartments and the Spring Park Cemetery. The City has used PHASE for upkeep on these locations before and has been satisfied with the work. The City needs to extend its agreement for the 2011 mowing, but include Johnson Park and City Hall in that agreement. 

Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve the 2011 Service Agreement with PHASE for mowing. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

CUP-Quality Home Center

The Quality Home Center is looking to expand their business to include the sale of used cars, motorcycles, ATV’s and etc. They have applied for a conditional use permit and the Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on the matter. The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the request, which now needs final approval from the City Council.

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to approve the conditional use with the conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission and to adopt the Finding of Fact. Motion carried 5-0. 

Zoning Ordinance

Currently, the zoning ordinance allows any essential services in all zoning districts. Essential services are defined as those necessary systems and structures used by utilities or governments to provide their services. The City is proposing to update the definition to include cable and internet providers. In addition, the City would like to exempt essential services from meeting some of the minimum requirements for lot size, setbacks, and lot coverage in the Highways Business Service, Medical Business and Interchange Commercial districts. The Planning Commission passed a motion recommending passage of these Zoning Ordinance amendments as presented. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2011-04, amending the City Code regarding essential services. Motion carried 5-0. 

Summary Publication

The City passed a motion changing the definition of essential services and also exempted them from certain district requirements. In addition to preparing an amended Zoning Ordinance, the City Attorney prepared a summary publication ordinance to adopt. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2011-05 which calls for the summary publication of the amended zoning ordinance. Motion carried 5-0. 

Sign Ordinance

Currently, the City zoning ordinance restricts “off-premise” signs, except for billboards in all districts. The ordinance states that if a sign is not specifically named in the district, then it is not allowed. An amendment has been suggested, proposing that a definition be added for “off-premise” signs, saying that only billboards are allowed. The Planning Commission passed a motion recommending passage of the Sign Ordinance amendment as presented.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2011-06, amending the City Code regarding signs. Motion carried 5-0. 

Golf Course Pay

The Council sets pay and listed pay in the advertisements for bids. However, the memo authorizing the hires did not specifically include pay, so the Council is asked to confirm the pay listed in the ads.

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to set the summer temporary worker pay for the Golf Course at $7.25 per hour. Motion carried 5-0. 

Milk Drying Plant

The District Court declared the Milk Drying Plant as a hazardous building and has ordered that it either be repaired or demolished. The Council hired MSA Engineering to gather bids for the demolition of the plant. The bid included the demolition as the Base Bid. Alternate #1 is to seal the two on-site wells and alternate #2 is to remove all below-grade material including the footings and foundation. Ten bids were received. 

The City may award the project with any combination of the base bid and alternates, as long as the base bid is included.  The purpose of the discussion to have the Council declare their preference in how the bids will be presented. 

Stadin asked if the wells were still good. Staff responded that they were. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to include alternate #1, but not alternate #2, with the base bid in the proposed contract. Motion carried 3-2. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes from April 13, PeopleService Operations report from April 8, and Safety Committee minutes from April 12. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded the Council of the Board of Review on April 25 at 7 p.m. and the Relief Association quarterly meeting on April 25 at 9 p.m. He also noted that there is a LMC Land Use online training and an LMC Annual Meeting from June 15-17 in Rochester. 

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 7:53 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, City Administrator

