Council Minutes March 15, 2006


SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING 

March 15, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL 

Members present:
Johnson, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander, Edmond arrived at 7:10.

Members absent:
none

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny, Stadin - CATV

Other present:

Dave Barnick, PeopleService; Blair Nelson, Courier; Judy Britton, 

                                    Doug Marshall


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OF CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve the agenda with addition of 11C, pre-employment physicals. Motion carried 5-0.
PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Many people would like to know about the airport property.  Is it for sale, what is the acreage, price, and subdivision possibilities.  Staff responded that the property is not for sale at this time until the City can install infrastructure. Council member Johnson suggested that there should be a specific person on call for sewer problems. Staff replied that there is a PeopleService person on call 24/7.  People are complaining about pot holes. Staff stated that work will be done as the weather improves and the frost comes out of the ground.   Mayor Atterbury asked staff to revisit the issue of conversion of the Wild River senior project to assisted living.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to approve meeting minutes for Feb 15 and March 1. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

CONSENT AGENDA 

None

FINANCE OFFICERS REPORT

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of 27,652.04. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Master Gardener project at Interchange- update 

City had directed staff to proceed with this proposed landscaping project with MNDOT. MNDOT wants to make sure there is community involvement. Staff has been setting up a community service project with the FCI for this project. A meeting with the Master Gardeners is being set up to start the planning on the landscaping project. No action requested. 

Community Service project with the FCI – update

The FCI is interested in being involved in a Community Service project with the city. The City has decided the May 6 community clean up day is a good trial project to see how it will work.  Warden Cross has been asked to present further information from the FCI side and take questions from the public about the program.  No action requested. 

Requirement for Physicals for new hires

A recommendation from the Safety Committee was approved by the City to require pre-employment physicals for all new hires. The intent is to anticipate any issues with the ability of an employee to carry out the responsibilities of their jobs. Council was provided with costs for the physicals.  No action requested. 

NEW BUSINESS

Eminent Domain Resolution 2006 – 10

A bill which would severely curtail a city’s ability to use eminent domain as an option in public and private redevelopment is being considered by the Legislature. The Johnson-Bakk bill would make many uses of eminent domain impossible. Minnesota has a history of letting this sort of decision be made at the local level. Cities use eminent domain for redevelopment purposes it is very valuable tool. Staff asked council member to consider making contact with local legislators to make the City’s position on eminent domain known.  Council member Edmond expressed some reservations about approving the request and there was a general discussion about what would and what would not be allowed under this bill.

CITY OF SANDSTONE

RESOLUTION 2006 - 10

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MUNICIPAL EMINENT DOMAIN AUTHORITY

Whereas, Minnesota cities have long been recognized as some of the most livable cities in the nation, and our high quality of life is maintained through a system of local control and local citizen input on important community priorities;

Whereas, the Kelo vs. New London, Connecticut Supreme Court decision has been used to fuel anti-eminent domain activity nationally and in Minnesota;

Whereas, the Kelo ruling had no effect on Minnesota eminent domain statutes and did not in any way expand municipal eminent domain authority in Minnesota;

Whereas, the state of Minnesota has granted local decision making authority to cities; 

Whereas, Minnesota cities have used eminent domain sparingly and judiciously throughout the state;

Whereas, Minnesota cities have used eminent domain for redevelopment and revitalization efforts;

Whereas, redevelopment and revitalization are critical to the livability and long-term economic viability of all Minnesota cities and the protection and enhancement of private investments in homes and businesses;

Whereas, many municipal eminent domain actions are non-controversial and often are initiated by citizens in order to arrive at an agreeable purchase price or to provide the seller with a federal tax break;

Whereas, HF 2846 limits local control, promotes judicial activism into local matters, increases taxpayer costs, threatens opportunities to reinvest in our cities, and severely restricts the use of eminent domain for redevelopment and revitalization efforts.

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that the City Council of the City of Sandstone strongly opposes HF 2846 as unduly restrictive.

Be it further resolved that eminent domain must continue to be a viable option for public-private redevelopment and reinvestment projects in cities across Minnesota.

Adopted this 15th day of March, 2006 by a vote of 4 – 1.

_________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson approve Resolution 2006 – 10 which states that the City strongly opposes the Johnson-Bakk bill.   Motion carried 4-1.

Approval of Conditional Use Permit – Mama’s Salsa

There was a Planning Commission public hearing on March 8 on a request for a conditional use permit made by Mama’s Salsa. Mama’s Salsa would like to lease a part of the old High School building for salsa processing and canning. Planning Commission has recommended that the Conditional Use request be approved, with the conditions listed in the Finding Of Fact. All Conditional Uses require approval by the City Council. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to adopt the Finding of Facts as presented and to approve the conditional use with the conditions as recommended by the Planning Commission. Motion carried 5-0.

Approval of Change Order #4 – Pond Expansion Project

Jensen Backhoe contracted with the City to do the sewer pond expansion. He has submitted a change order request for some additional work on the contract. The additional cost is $19,990. SEH has reviewed the change order and Dave Barnick, PeopleService, is requesting the extra Class V work be done. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve Change Order #4 for Jensen Backhoe in the amount of $19,990 for additional work done. Motion carried 5-0. 

Approval of Pay Request – Pond Expansion Project 

Jensen Backhoe contracted with the City to do the sewer pond expansion project. He has requested a payment on the contract. SEH has reviewed the work completed and recommends payment including a withholding of a 5% retainage. The amount of the payment would be $26, 152.76. The project is now substantially complete. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve Jensen Backhoe Pay Request #4. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider development of a Teen Council

Council Member Johnson would like to start a teen council and has been talking to teachers and staff at the East Central High School about this. The elections would start in the fall to decide who was to be on the council.  No action required. 

REPORTS

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to accept reports as follows; Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes, Golf Commission minutes, PeopleService operations. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS  

None. 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith mentioned the following items of interest: Board of Review – April 24; Administrator taking vacation time week of March 20; Spring Clean-Up day – May 6; LMC Legislative Conference – March 30; Scenic Byways committee update; Clean Water Proposal at Legislature; Governor’s budget recommends reinstitution of levy limits for City’s over 2,500; Eminent Domain legislation.

2006 Capital Projects

Council reviewed a list of possible projects and a list of equipment made by the staff.  They discussed the priority for undertaking these projects and then determine which projects they wish to authorize or equipment they would authorize purchasing.   Budget information was a part of the packet.

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to proceed to receiving quotes for street work and Class V work. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve getting quotes for manhole work. Motion carried 5-0.

Consensus of Council is to proceed with Phase 2 of the sidewalk project.  Council will consider whether or not to extend a sidewalk to the site of the new grocery store.  Consensus is also to complete storm water work from last year such as ditching etc.  Staff will get updated costs for some of the equipment so that the Council may consider what equipment it will purchase at a later meeting.  Because of money spent on roof and skylights for the library, the Council decided not to do the re-carpeting in the Library this year.

Staff is directed to get costs for some of the water and sewer work and present back to the Council.  Staff was directed to contact the City of Hinckley to express interest in pursuing the purchase of a sewer jetter, possibly used, in 2007.

ADJOURN

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to adjourn meeting at 8:44 p.m. 







____________________________________







Randy Atterbury







Mayor

Attest:

_____________________________________

Jessica Hejny

Recording Secretary

