The City has received questions regarding the new sewer ordinance. 

Here are the basics…

Q. What is inflow & infiltration (I & I)? 

A. I & I is when clear water (clean, not used) is discharged into the sanitary sewer system from sump pumps, floor drains, down spouts, etc. or when it enters the system through damaged pipes or manholes.

Q. Why is inflow & infiltration such a concern to the City?

A. It can cause problems, including back ups and costly damages for customers, penalties by the MPCA, and increased costs to process and treat all the additional clear water.

Usually the City pumps a little more than 100,000 gallons a day to the ponds.  After the last 4” rainfall the City pumped over 700,000 gallons to the ponds.

Q. Are there laws that prohibit discharge of clear water into the sewer?

A. Yes. The City of Sandstone has had an ordinance prohibiting the discharge of clear water into the system for many years, and the state plumbing code also prohibits connections which discharge clear water into the sanitary sewer.

Q. How is the City working to prevent inflow & infiltration? 

A. The City has hired a contractor who is televising known ‘problem’ lines and areas for damages or failures.  We are inspecting and upgrading manholes each year.  Further, the City has strengthened its ordinances to allow for inspection of properties to ensure that no illegal clear water connections to the sewer system exist. 

Q. What does the new sewer ordinance mean for me?

A. An authorized person (either a licensed plumber or a City representative) will need to inspect your home and complete a certification form.  These forms are available at City Hall or on the City’s website http://www.sandstone.govoffice.com.  

Q. When will the new sewer ordinance affect me & how will it happen?

A. You will receive an “intent to inspect letter” in the mail and will have 30 days from mailing to have a certification letter filed with the city. If you cannot pass certification you then have 30 days to either fix and re-inspect or have an approved plan filed with the City’s building inspector to avoid penalties. 

Q. Are there penalties if I do not comply with the new ordinance?

A. Yes. At this time the council is considering and discussing exactly what these will be. 

Q. Will the City’s representative be looking for other violations?

A. No. The representative will only be checking for violations of the sewer code. 

Q. Where can I find a complete copy of this code? 

A. Copies of City Code 710 are available at City Hall or on the City’s website http://www.sandstone.govoffice.com.

Q.  Who can I call if I have a question?

A. Call City Hall at 320-245-5241 and talk to Leaha or visit the City website at http://www.sandstone.govoffice.com and email us a question.

