PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

July 14, 2009

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Franklin, Johnson

Staff: Griffith

Others: Karry White

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Franklin, second Dybvig to approve June minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Project Status 

Robinson Park

Griffith reported that the City received three bids on the bathroom and has determined which the best quote.  The plan is to create a handicap accessible parking space at the bathroom and has received a quote for that.

The improvements to Wagon Bridge Road are in the City’s 2009 Street Improvement Plan, which was in two public hearings. The Council has now determined it wants to do street work as well as so there is a need for a third public hearing on August 5.

The City and the DNR have completed an invasive plant removal project in the Park with a young adult crew provided by the Jobs & Training office.  

Members thought that extending water to bathroom should be a project to pursue in the near future.

There is a clean-up day planned in October and the climbers will be there to help.  The project will probably look at removing additional brush. 

Rec Area

The City has had one conversation with the Soccer Association, but they have received permission from Nemadji Research to use their parking lot.

The City has received a quote for site work and putting down ag lime for the softball infield.

Angle Park 

Member Franklin reminded the Commission that the warming house should get water and that the heater should be looked at by someone.  The cost of a bathroom versus porta potties needs to be looked at and with a skate board park coming there is a need for a year round bathroom.

Member Johnson reported on the success of the skate park demo and that three Council members were in attendance.

There was a brief discussion about the installation of temporary sand volleyball courts for Quarry Days.  There was some misunderstanding on the part of the Quarry Days planners who assumed that the courts would be permanent.  There is still a plan to add horseshoe pits to the park after the skate board area is installed.

The Leos are still organizing their project to paint the warming house.

Playground – Johnson Park

Member Franklin stated that the park looks very nice with the project complete.

Staff reported that the LMCIT Loss and Safety Control inspection included Johnson Park and they recommend the removal of both the extraneous swings form the area.  The plan would be to put one of the swings in the Rec Area.

The playground has also received a number of donations including a gratn from the Credit Union.

The Commission felt that a bench should be installed in the park and there be some kind of signage to give directions to the park.

KREEC

There is a master plan for the development of the site. The Council did approve applying for a LCCMR grant subject to a proposal and staff will be looking for a grant writer. The plan is to install the sign and clear existing trails.  The grant would be for trail improvements, new trails and the gardens.

Project Recommendations to the Council

The Council has provided the Commission with a budget and the Commission needs to send recommendations to the Council on what should happen next.

Member Johnson reviewed the proposed skateboard park with the Commission.  There was discussion about costs and equipment.  There is a possible grant from the company that would allow an additional piece of equipment to be placed in the park.  Any cement work would mean going out for quotes.

There was a general discussion of the projects and their costs.

Motion Johnson, second Franklin to recommend to the Council that the Commission be authorized to proceed with the Robinson Park bathroom improvement project, authorize quotes for the accessible parking spot and to be authorized to proceed with getting quotes for site preparation and the cement surface for a skate board park and further to authorize the purchase of the skate park equipment (Design 1202).  Motion approved 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Dybvig to recommend to the Council that the Commission be authorized to proceed with the purchase and installation of ag lime on the Rec Area softball field and to pay one-half the cost of the sign for the KREEC site once it is determined fund remain in the improvement budget.   Motion approved 5-0.

Other

Dybvig thought that perhaps we should invite the Sandstone softball team to play on the Rec Area filed for one game and for the Commission to provide beverages and hot dogs.

Members present discussed whether or not to hold an Open House for Johnson Park.  The thought was ice cream but it would be difficult to keep it cold.  The thought was then to have coffee, lemonade and cookies.  There was a consensus to try and organize an Open House with Johnson and Franklin coordinating.

The next meeting, the Commission will need to review the costs of the remaining smaller projects and activities and discuss potential fund raising activities.

Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to adjourn meeting at 8:02 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

