CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

November 10, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R & J Frederickson, L & T Gafkjen, Riley, Spartz 

Members absent:
Hilty 

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Council liaison Bonander



Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion Spartz, second L Gafkjen to approve agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.

MINUTES

Motion T Gafkjen, second J Frederickson to approve minutes.  Motion passed 6-0.

UPDATES

There is no new news with the hospital project.   The City has applied for a MNDOT street access permit.

The Spectrum Health project is proceeding.  They are considering the hospital site location.   Spectrum and the City have reached agreement on the language to a pre-development agreement and an escrow agreement. 

The passenger rail project is proceeding however the current political situation has clouded its future.  The Hay Dobbs study is on the City’s website.  

SEH has submitted a first draft of a Preliminary Plat on the Hennum property for review.  The City has applied for an access permit with MNDOT.

The EDA is awaiting a proposal from the consultants who did the previous work on the Old School on investigating the costs to “mothball” the facility for up to five years.

The EDA has a signed purchase agreement with Mike Johnson property and it working on the financing.   Planning Commission will have to review the land use and reuse of the existing site.  

Staff pointed out the information developed for the new DEED transportation grant program (TED), which will provide assistance in paying the costs of improvements, made to state highways relating to economic development. Staff will be meeting with DEED to try and qualify the work the city needs done for the hospital and airport projects.

PUBLIC HEARING

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Interim Uses

Staffs provided an outline of the changes the attorney is working on to amend the Zoning Ordinance to include Interim Uses and the proposed changes to Home Occupations.

NEW BUSINESS

Land Use Incentive training

Staff presented information from LMCIT on on-line training relating to land sue.  To reduce its losses on land use issues, LMCIT had developed training for Councils and Commissions to help them understand what they need to do when making land use decisions.  Completion of the course by enough members will qualify the city for a discount on legal costs on any land use claims.

Commissioner Spartz was paged for an ambulance call.

Review of draft Preliminary Plat – Hennum Property

Chair Riley walked the Commission through the ordinance requirements for a preliminary plat.

The drawings submitted showed a location map outlining area to be subdivided and its relationship to the remainder of the city and to adjacent properties.  The names and addresses of surrounding property owners was not provided as the City will do so when the public hearing is established.

The existing site schematics did show a north arrow, existing topographical, existing streets, etc, showed other topographical features and existing easements.

Commission recommended that Lundorff Drive be identified to the north and that the street though the subdivision be called Lundorff Drive South.

They had a question about the easement across the bottom.  SEH to verify.

They felt that the flood plain should be clearly identified.

The street is shown with a 66-foot right of way – typically they are 60 foot.  SEH to verify.

Also SEH to verify width of additional easement along road row.

The plat is also to show proposed topographic contours with proposed streets, utilities and facilities shown.  

The proposed layout of blocks and lots was shown but no dimensions.

There was a discussion but no consensus on the name of the subdivision.

SEH is also asked to determine any other easements proposed.

Discussion on should each lot have a ghost building site with potential contours.  These should also estimate where storm water ponds could/should be located.

Staff is to contact SEH to make changes and submit new drawings for staff review so that the Public Hearing can be set.

Motion L Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to direct staff to set the Public Hearing at a time and date staff is to determine when formal preliminary plat is submitted. Motion passed 5-0.

OTHER

Commission membership

The terms for R Frederickson and T Gafkjen end on Dec 31 of 2010.  Both expressed interest in continuing on the Planning Commission.  Staff will take to the next Council meeting.

ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to adjourn meeting. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

