SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

December 3, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Thane Murphy, Tim Franklin, Phil Kester

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the addition of 12D-Authorize zamboni repairs expenditure.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Truth in Taxation hearing

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to open the Truth in Taxation hearing at 6:32 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson noted a Holiday Dinner at the Audubon Center on December 11 at 5:00 and also the Lighting of the Park to be held on December 6 from 3:30-5:00 with a gingerbread-house contest. Bonander mentioned that Sandstone’s Robinson Park had been covered in the Silent Sports, Outside Italy, and Up North magazines.  He announced that invitations to Ice Fest had gone out to rail alliance members and to Congressman Oberstar.  He also reminded everyone of a Rail Alliance meeting on December 10 in Duluth. Stadin gave an update about the snowmobile trails, mentioning that they are almost done.  Thane Murphy announced that the ice base is down for the skating rink.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the meeting minutes for November 19, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Bonander recused himself from the discussion and vote on this agenda item.

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve fireworks display for Ice Fest IV, and 9B-Approve one year extension of Animal Control contract with Friends of the Animals Humane Society of Carlton County. Motion carried 4-0, one abstention.  

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $103,369.61.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Review proposed complain response policy

Staff receives numerous complaints and requests from the public. Council had previously directed staff to develop a policy on how the city should respond to complaints. The recommendation from LMC is that no complaints are presented to the Council unless the complaint directly relates to an issue on the agenda or is a comment in the Public Hearing. Johnson asked if members of the public were informed that they could come to the Council. Edmond mentioned that they could listen to complaints and take note of them so as to include them in the next meeting’s agenda for discussion.  

No action taken at this time.

 NEW BUSINESS
Approve new hire for Lions Hill warming house position

The Warming House Attendant position was advertised and the City received 3 applications.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to hire Patrice Laursen as the temporary Lions Hill warming house attendant with a starting wage of $8.50 per hour and starting date of December 12 or sufficient snowfall. Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Pay Request #2 Test well project

Traut Wells and the City have a contract for the drilling of a test well in the amount of 

$ 46,951.00.  Traut Wells has submitted a request for a second payment on the project in the amount of $ 14,411.50.  S.E.H. has inspected the project work and states that the work to date has been completed in a satisfactory manner and recommends payment.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve a partial payment of $ 12,535.25 to Mark J. Traut Wells. Motion carried 5-0.

Government Data practices

State law requires that Sandstone identify and appoint one individual as its Responsible Authority related to certain data practices duties.  Staff recommends that Sam Griffith be appointed as the Responsible Authority.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2008-18, a resolution appointing a Responsible Authority for the City. Motion carried 5-0.

Authorize zamboni repairs expenditures

The Council has previously authorized having the V Tech at the FCI; repair the zamboni under a Community Service project.  Supervisor Jay Eiffler has reported to the Administrator that replacement parts for the Zamboni will cost around $547.50, not counting the unknown cost for a radiator. 

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve payment for zamboni repairs, including a new radiator. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Relief Association minutes – November 24, and Park and Recreation Commission minutes – November 17.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City was notified of an informational presentation regarding the proposed passenger rail service hosted by the City of Hinckley on December 15, 7:00 pm in the Community Room of City Hall.  The City also received information regarding refunding potential for existing bonds.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator reminded the Council that the approval of the 2009 budget & levy is December 17. He mentioned the following workshops: January 7-RDA- Utility system planning and management in Little Falls, and January 22-LMC-MPCA-Reducing Energy Costs in Government in St. Cloud. He noted that the final ice rink bills for construction totaled $ 32,986.81.   He also mentioned that Peddlers Ordinance signs would soon be for sale at the Courier, Ace Hardware, and Ben Franklin. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to recess for the EDA meeting at 7:42. Motion carried 5-0.

Council was back in session at 7:47. 

TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING  (cont.)

Griffith reviewed the process by which the property taxes are determined. He noted that the proposed levy is a 0% increase from last year. He also explained that the 2009 budget proposes to spend $300,000 more than last year because of the land purchase for the hospital project with revenues to be taken out of General Reserve Fund. He noted the City’s revenue sources and the possibility that LGA may be severely decreased due to the state budget deficit. 

Griffith then reviewed the proposed 2009 budget and levy, pointing out that the following items had been included in the proposed budget:  Making the current part-time Public Works position into a full-time one; continuing monies for support for the rail station/hospital/golf/ business park projects; capitol improvements which include land and closing costs for the hospital, sidewalk project, and the cemetery improvement project; bond payments-$20,000 shortfall on Skunk Creek, and $6,500 prepay on Eisenhower; and water/ sewer/storm water rate increases. Other items which are not included in the proposed budget but need to be considered include: street/infrastructure project for 2009, golf expansion, park improvement projects, and Old School ownership/maintenance. 

Griffith’s recommendation to the Council is to identify areas that could be cut and to hold off on those projects until the City knows further what kind of LGA cuts the state will be making. 

Tim Franklin had several questions.  He asked when the budget adjustments would be made.  He also wanted to know why interest earnings were decreased. Griffith responded that investment interest rates are down from a year ago. He asked why CIP’s rent had not been increased. Griffith responded that the contract called for a phase in of higher rents now that CIP is leasing more space. Franklin also asked about personnel expenses, and Griffith responded that staff time was allocated to several different funds. He asked about the election expense in an off election year. Griffith responded that the scanner maintenance cost was a yearly budget item. And he asked about $10,000 that was allocated for economic development. Griffith responded that it was an allowance for any unexpected economic development opportunity. 

Motion Stadin second Johnson to close the Truth in Taxation Hearing at 7:47. Motion carried 5-0. 

Johnson stated that she would like to see the Public Works position remain part-time and that the City consider adding a second part-time employee if needed. Stadin agreed that this would allow for more flexibility. Bonander disagreed pointing out that the current part-time employee has been with the City for a number of year’s years, has supervised up to three people, and has proved to be quite productive. Edmond added that the Council should consider the City’s needs. The Public Works supervisors’ time would be better spent with only one full-time, experienced, employee who needs little supervision, than with two part-time employees who might need more.  

Motion Johnson to put $30,000 into the budget for park expenditures. 

Stadin and Edmond again reminded her and the public that the Council had determined to assign the Park and Recreation Commission the responsibility of compiling a prioritized list of desired projects. The Council could then decide how it might pay for the improvements including putting it to a referendum vote. Griffith inquired of Johnson from where in the budget she would reallocate the funds she proposes for park expenditures. He suggested that the $10,000 donation to the Rail Alliance that had been budgeted and never paid could be one option. Johnson stated that she would provide other suggestions at the next meeting. Motion died for lack of a second. 

Griffith advised the Council that the Legislature may make changes to the LGA and that they should identify areas now that could be cut if there is a decrease in LGA in the coming year.    

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn 8:43 at p.m.
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