SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 4, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Finance Officer Newey, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Jill Warner, Chelsea Kitley, Deputy Frehse, Carl Nordquist, Tom Barmettler, Ed Eiffler, George Castonguay, Nick Schroeder

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Insurance package renewal

Nick Schroeder presented information to the Council regarding the 2008-2009 insurance package, which is due for renewal.  He highlighted claims against the City, noting that the City’s losses have decreased in recent years.  He reviewed the elements of the new package.

Bonander expressed commendation for the excellent work Kathy Burton has performed for the City in the past.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to renew the worker’s compensation coverage, to renew the LMCIT insurance package, to approve liability coverage and not waive limits, to approve no fault sewer back-up coverage, and to approve open meeting law coverage with 100% cost reimbursement.  Motion carried 5-0.

Quarry Days report
Jill Warner, Quarry Days coordinator, presented the Council with an update on her activities and thanked the City for its contribution to the new float, which is now under construction.  She also mentioned that the theme for this year’s event would be a western one and that interested young ladies are being asked to apply for Ms. Sandstone, Jr. Miss and Little Miss.  The Special Events application has been submitted and entertainment and vendors are being lined up.

Chamber of Commerce report

Jody Johnson, Chamber secretary, provided the Council with the quarterly report.  She noted her duties and some of the recent accomplishments of the Chamber:  hanging flower baskets, flower barrels, informing local merchants of the planning for passenger rail service with a potential station in Sandstone.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the Chamber quarterly report.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2008 Deer Control program
Motion Johnson, second Edmond to open the public hearing at 7:21 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS (continued)

Presentation of the 2007 Audit

Carl Nordquist, Althoff & Althoff, presented the 2007 Audit to the Council, noting that the City had no major deficiencies and that the City Staff were very knowledgeable and helpful.  

Nordquist pointed out that financial records for the Golf Course, which operates as an Enterprise Fund and is supposed to be self-supporting, reflect a cumulative net loss of approximately $114,000.  He expects that the City will receive a letter from the State Auditor regarding this situation and warned that the City might be forced to close or sell the course.  He suggested that the Council require the Golf Course to keep more accurate records of rounds played in order to be able to determine what if any increases are necessary.  Bonander asked if a driving range would help the financial situation and Nordquist responded that it probably would.  He suggested that the shortfall be corrected over a period of years and that demonstrated progress in the positive direction might satisfy the State Auditor.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept the 2007 Audit report.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson wanted the public to know that issues regarding the Rostamkhani loan are related to the EDA and not City Council and that the monies are completely separate.  She also mentioned the concern voiced by a resident of no fencing on the backside of the new regional storm water pond south of the grocery store.  Griffith responded that the fencing is due to be installed in the near future.  

Bonander remarked that the recent passenger rail meeting was well attended and that the City looked very attractive.  He expressed special thanks to Attaboy’s Taxi Service, the Chamber, Chris’ Food Center and Steve Richardson for the history museum exhibit.  Deputy Frehse noted that there were 129 calls in the City for the month of May.  Sam added that he would be sending a letter to the Sheriff requesting a speed control measures at several problems spots in the City.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the meeting minutes of May 21, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING (continued)
Tim Franklin asked about the regulation forbidding ATV’s.  Griffith responded that ATV’s are not allowed on public streets or property, but that their use on private property with the property owner’s permission is not prohibited.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to close the public hearing at 7:40 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Johnson requested that, due to the large number of deer in town and the nuisance they create, the lot size be reduced.  Griffith responded that the rationale for requiring a minimum of 10 acres is to keep the hunting to the periphery of City limits and reduce the potential for conflicts.  

Stadin asked if there were a provision regarding elevated stands, noting that the lot size could potentially be reduced if the hunter were shooting down. Griffith responded that stands are allowed, but not required.  

Edmond suggested that there be no changes made in the proposed 2008 Deer Control program.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the rules and regulation for the 2008 Deer Control program in Sandstone.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve request to close roads for Quarry Days and for Quarry Days parade – permit fireworks, request presence of Fire Department & Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol; Approve 2008 excavation permit for Johnson; Approve hire of Laurie Hanford for Golf Course attendant position.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $81,291.06.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Well-siting project

In the future, the City may need to develop an additional municipal well.  S.E.H. studied possible sites and presented the information to the Council on April 16.  The Council considered possible sites for the drilling of a test well.  When Johnson mentioned 2 existing wells at the old milk drying plant, Griffith responded by reminding the Council that those casings only go to the bedrock and the municipal well would require a casing going all the way to the bottom.  Additionally, there are issues with known contamination near this site.  Stadin asked if a test well would indicate the flow rate.  Griffith responded in the affirmative.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize S.E.H. to proceed with a test well on the east side where the City has an option.  Motion carried 5-0.

City Public Works Facility

The Council had previously authorized an RFP for design and planning services for a new Public Works facility.  MSA provided the space needs study at a previous meeting.  Johnson asked that the Public Works Supervisor be consulted regarding which equipment needs inside heated storage.  

Bonander asked whether the trend was for building multi-use facilities.  Griffith responded that the Council could meet with the financial advisor regarding the timing and financing of a larger-scale project.  

Griffith also suggested that the Council members might want to visit the new Public Works facility in Pine City.  

No action taken at this time.

Street projects

The Staff have been developing a list of potential street reconstruction projects and have asked for the Council’s input.  The Council again considered the proposed list and agreed to drive thru town and each provide a shorter list of 6 priority projects to Griffith by Friday, June 13, to be discussed at the next Council meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS

Engineering quotes – drainage projects

The City is proposing to undertake several storm water drainage projects and requested quotes from three engineering firms, two of which complied.  The Council considered the proposals with a consensus to carry over the discussion until the next meeting.

Class V work
The Council had previously authorized advertising for quotes for Class V work.  Three quotes were received.  

Bonander asked why the low quote was so much lower than the others.  Griffith responded that he questioned the contractor and was told that multiple jobs in the area made it cost effective.  

Stadin asked if the City crew could blade the Class V in place if it were just delivered.  Griffith responded that it would be better for several reasons to have the contractor do the complete job.  

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to accept the quote and award the contract for 2008 Class V work to Northland Aggregate for the following projects:  City parking lot, Birch Street and Robin Street.  Motion carried 5-0.

Amend Fee Schedule

The City recently adopted a new storm water and land disturbance ordinance, replacing the fill/excavating ordinance.  There are new fees proposed to accompany the new ordinance.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2008-10, resolution amending City of Sandstone 2008 Fee Schedule to delete and add fees for land disturbance and storm water management and to add fee for Public Works pickup.  Motion carried 5-0.

Fire Hall Roof Replacement

The Fire Hall roof is leaking and the City Building Inspector is recommending a replacement.  Anderson Systems submitted an estimate for $32,750.  

Staff sent a letter notifying the townships in the Fire Formula of the need and that Staff is recommending that the funding be taken from the Building Fund.  Johnson questioned whether there was any response from the townships.  Griffith responded that some may not have gotten the letter yet.  Bonander pointed out that roofs generally last 20-25 years and that it is time to replace this one.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to replace the Fire Hall roof with funds from the Building Fund.  Motion withdrawn.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to seek a second quote on replacement of the Fire Hall roof.  Motion carried 5-0.

Camping in Robinson Park

Presently, the City does not allow overnight camping in Robinson Park.  However, the West Bank Bike Club has requested permission to camp in Robinson Park on the evening of June 28th.  They have agreed to abide by the no alcohol policy.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander, to allow the West Bank Bike Club to camp overnight in Robinson Park on June 28th.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf Advisory Commission minutes – May 14, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the June 18th, 6 p.m. workshop regarding the Golf Course and the Pine County Household Hazardous Waste collection on June 7th in Hinckley.  He noted that 105 letters for clean up were sent out and the City had received both positive and negative feedback.  He thanked those involved in the rail alliance meeting.  He informed the Council of a LGA forum on June 25th in Roseville.  He updated them on the Ashley Street streetlight, the 6th Street project, the Train Park electrical upgrade and the Moving Wall exhibit.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:24 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

