PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

November 17, 2008

Members present: Colsrud, Dybvig, Franklin, Murphy, Petry

Staff: Griffith

Others: John Kern, Al Holm, Cheri Holm, Rita Best

Vice Chair Dybvig called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

Motion Murphy, second Colsrud to approve agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Murphy to approve August minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Commission operations

The Park & Recreation Commission has had difficulty getting a quorum.  The Commission discussed a regular meeting day and time.  The morning seems to work the best and Mondays are better than Tuesdays.   

Train Park Gazebo

Representatives of a group wishing to make repairs and improvements to the Train Park gazebo made a presentation to the Commission.  Spokesperson Kern gave a short explanation of the history of the gazebo and an idea of what this group would be willing to undertake.  Their activities would include fund raising to pay for the repairs.

The building inspector had looked at the structure and stated that structurally the foundation is strong.  The group does not support moving the gazebo elsewhere.  They propose new steps, re-wiring, new roof and adding screens.

Motion Murphy, second Petry to encourage the group to return with more complete plans and cost estimates for review by the Commission but as long as the improvements would not require funds from the City the Commission would support their request to the Council.  Motion approved 5-0.

Veteran’s Memorial

Kern presented the Memorial Committee’s ideas for additional improvements including a decorative streetlight to replace the power pole; a decorative fence at the back of the memorial and adding a grill.

Members questioned this location for a grill.

Motion Murphy, second Colsrud to recommend to the City Council that the decorative streetlight and decorative fencing be added to the Memorial area.  Motion approved 5-0.

Park Improvement Projects

With two new members attending, time spent providing a background to the activities of the Commission to this point in time.  A short history of the proposed community park provided insight into the difficulties of getting support for park projects. The Commission had come to a realization that there would never be enough money to do the improvements the parks needed.  The Council said they would consider funding a park improvement program if the Commission would identify needs and prioritize what should be done.  The Commission has been working the last year and a half to develop those priorities.  The Council will decide if and how the program will be funded.

There was a discussion about softball fields and that perhaps the Rec Area should be offered to the Soccer Association and to locate the softball fields elsewhere.  Perhaps the Free Church will allow the public to use the softball fields they propose to build, but the issue becomes the no alcohol policy.  If this were to happen where would the other activities – volleyball, basketball, etc be located?

All agreed that further discussion is necessary before making a recommendation to the City Council.

Other

Member Murphy suggested that a Commission member be present at each City Council meeting.

Motion Murphy, second Petry to have membership rotate attendance at City Council meetings.  Passed 5-0.

Member Murphy brought up the issue of paid consultants at meetings.  Griffith explained to the group that the City Council has set a policy stating that all Commissions must specifically request consultants to be present.

Next meeting – Monday, December 8 at 7 am at Jan & Gary’s or Amy’s Café.

Adjournment

Motion Petry, second Murphy to adjourn meeting at 8:10 pm.  Motion approved 5-0.
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