Council meeting minutes February 1, 2006


CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 1, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith; Recording Secretary Hejny



       CATV operator Stadin


Others present:             Gene LaLonde, Snake River Planning; Steve Heth and Greg 

                                      Anderson, SEH Inc.; Tim Franklin, Courier; Judy Britton; Deputy 

                                      Frehse 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Staff and members present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5–0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS
There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS 

There was a short report by Deputy Frehse and council member Johnson presenting a complaint of snowmobiles and ATV’s in town.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve regular meeting minutes for January 18, motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the consent agenda as follows:

Hand checks and Administrator attendance at annual conference of Minnesota Municipal Clerks - March 15-17 in St Cloud. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve and pay claims in the amount of $38,065.11. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

 There was none.

NEW BUSINESS 

Correct sidewalk assessment error

The City undertook a sidewalk improvement project. Jason Bible at 515

Park (Lot 3) was assessed for sidewalk improvements. After the assessment process was completed, he later stopped at City Hall and said the work was done in Lot 2, not Lot 3. Staff and the engineer re-measured and the work was clearly done in Lot 2. Bible is asking the City to pay for any costs assessed to him for the sidewalk project. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to reimburse Mr. Bible for this years assessment of $80.73 when paid and to then direct City to pay the outstanding balance of $246.00 for parcel 45.5411.000. Motion carried 5-0.

Approve 2006 law Enforcement Contract

The Council was asked to approve the 2006 law enforcement contract. Seven hours of law enforcement has been budgeted by the City Council.  The contract total is $78,873.

Motion Johnson, Second Edmond to approve the 2006 law enforcement contract.

Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Master Gardeners’ project at Interchange

Last year the Master Gardeners, Pine City, and MNDOT undertook a beautification project at the on/off ramps at Pine City. The Master Gardeners did the designing and planting. They are interested in doing this in Sandstone.  MNDOT would supply everything except the labor. This project could also involve community service with the FCI. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to directed staff to pursue an Interchange project with the Master Gardeners. Motion carried 5-0.

Community Service project with the FCI.

There are many projects the City would like to complete but does not have the staff, including projects such as clearing up Robinson Park, site work at the Recreation Areas, leveling and landscaping the cemetery, beautification project to the on/off Sandstone ramps, etc. A letter was sent to the FCI asking if they would consider allowing the use of inmates for certain community projects. The warden responding stating that the FCI would be interesting in discussing a Community Service Project with the understanding that there are certain requirements that must be met including documentation that the inmates would not displace regular employees. The City would have to provide all materials and transportation, pay, etc. to complete the projects. 

Edmond stated that there should be public involvement before a final decision is made. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to pursue further the development of a Community Service Project with the FCI. Motion carried 5-0.

Request waiver of late fee on water bill

Diane Seymour placed her check in the drop box in the alley, on time, and several days later received a late notice. Ms Seymour issued a new check to cover the current amount due.  She is requesting the City to waive the late fee.

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to waive the late fee of $6.35. Motion carried 5-0.

Paid leave for Chuck Vork

Chuck Vork is requesting paid leave while waiting to come back to work.

There was no mention of sick leave when the City did its contract with Mr.Vork.

In 2004 the City granted him paid time after his shoulder surgery. Mr.Vork is

requesting 233.23 hours of paid leave. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to grant him use of up to 233.23 hours of paid leave.

Motion carried 5-0.

Claim for damage

Ken Chambard's mailbox was damaged by a snowplow on December 29, 2005.

His estimated costs to replace the mailbox is $101.71.  Council did not feel it should pay for the labor costs. 

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to reimburse Ken Chambard for costs to repair and replace his mailbox in an amount not to exceed $56.71 upon submission of receipts. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider award of haying contract at pond site

The City advertises for bids on haying at the pond site. The City did not receive any bids. Marv Hansen has taken hay in previous years but has decided not to continue and recommend Mr. Joe Workman to hay the pond site. Mr. Workman offered to hay the ponds and pay $4.00 per ton. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to award a two-year haying contract to

Joe Workman. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS 
Motion Edmond, second Johnson to accept reports as follows: summary of paid

claims; Fire Department minutes; Relief Association minutes; and Scenic Byways

work group minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

This Summer the Minnesota Department of Transportation will be resurfacing

pavement on Trunk Highway 23 and 123 in the City of Sandstone. 

ADMINISTRATORS REPORT

Griffith mentioned the following items of interest: EDA, February

15; Fire Formula meeting, February 22 at 6:30 p.m.; League Conference for

Experienced Officials, February 17 & 18; Received refund check from

People Service on maintenance cost-$1,042; Saturday, February 4, Grapevine at 

4 p.m. - Representative Soderstrum; March meeting - discuss capital projects for

2006; Safety & Loss Control Workshops - April 13 - St Cloud; KREEC logging

completed - timber sold for $49,363 net; Winter parking. 

ADJOURN 
Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.





__________________________________

 





Randy Atterbury, Mayor





Mayor

 Attest: 

_________________________

Jessica L. Hejny

Recording Secretary

