SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 18, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         Atterbury

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hormillosa –

                                    CATV

Others present
Tim Franklin, Laurie Audette, Allen Audette, Michelle Audette, Josiah Gregg, Kelly Gregg, Jill Warner, Jessica Stenger, Tim Schmutzer

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Boy Scouts lead staff and members in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to delete 12 B-Consider capital expenditure for sand rake for Golf Course, and to move 12D-Consider Chamber request for hanging baskets, between Special Items of Business and Petitions and Complaints. Motion carried 4-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Insurance

Jill Warner outlined the City’s insurance policy noting recent changes including the addition of the skate park, the deletion of the Golf Course property and dropped coverage on the old maintenance shed. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to renew the worker’s compensation coverage, renew the LMICT insurance package, approve liability coverage and not waive limits, approve no-fault sewer back-up coverage, and approve open meeting law coverage with 100% cost reimbursement. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Chamber Request

Jessica Stenger, Chamber member, came to the Council to request funds from the City for hanging flower baskets. In the past the City has contributed funds towards purchasing hanging flower baskets for Sandstone businesses. This year the Chamber is requesting that the City reimburse them with $300.00 for the hanging flower baskets.

Motion Kester, second Tauer to reimburse the Chamber $300.00 for hanging flower baskets. Motion carried 4-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

The Boy Scouts were present at the meeting and noted that they were present to observe the process of City Government. 

Bonander mentioned that on May 19 from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. there would be a Chamber showcase at Black Bear casino in Carlton. Admission is $5.00 a person, and it showcases businesses from different towns. He added that it is a great experience and a lot of fun. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for May 4. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Add the following to the Fire Department roster as probationary fire fighters, subject to the completion of health exams, a drug test and the physical agility test: Matt Knealing, Carrie Peterson, Dean Peterson, and Nicolas Eberhardt. Motion carried 4-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $35,977.33. Motion carried 4-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenue and Expenditure report for the month of April.  

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Old Military Road Project

Previously, the City approved proceeding with the Old Military Road project and authorized the preparation of plans and specifications. A Public Hearing was held discussing assessment options and ways to fund the project. One option for fund the project is to assess a portion, pay a portion from the Storm Water Fund and levy for the remainder, however, the size of the bond to be issued would be small and costly and by adding another project to the Old Military Road Project it would make the bond less costly. 

Staff is suggesting that the Council consider adding improvements on two blocks of Division Street to the Old Military Road Project. He added that the City already has estimates for the work needed on Division Street. He noted that the City has several options. First, they can just do the Old Military Road improvements. Second, they can refinance the 2007 Bonds and mesh these projects together. Lastly, they can do all the projects separately and look at doing some of the projects another year. Kester responded that he would like to work on all the projects if at all financially possible. He added that he would like to look a number and see what they can do. 

Consensus was to ask the Financial Advisor to put options together. 

Milk Drying Plant Demolition

The City previously had all hazardous materials removed from the Milk Drying Plant. They were then ordered by the Court to either bring the building up to code, or demolish it. At the last meeting, the Council moved to seal the building and the two wells. However, in order to seal wells the City would need to get quotes and bids from qualified contractors. The original bid was for general contractors who found subcontractors to do the work. By not accepting the general contractor bid, the City cannot just use the subcontractors. 

Kester asked what the costs would be if the City did not take the building now. Sam responded that redoing the bids could cost $5,000. He noted that the best bid was $114,000 and upon contract that number would be reduced by $2,000. He further noted that the City would potentially receive $7,200 from grants. 

He added that if the City waits too long, it will require another hazardous materials inspection. Kester stated that boarding up the building would be spending the City’s money irresponsibly if the building will have to be torn down next year. Stadin reminded the Council that the rail project is bound to come, even if it years in the future, and that the land can be used for that project.  Bonander agreed by stated that taking down the building is not a total loss as they are removing a hazard and can use the property for a possible passenger rail related proejcts. Tauer noted that she agreed with her fellow council members, but wished that the building didn’t have to be demolished at the City’s cost. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve demolition of the Milk Drying Plant with Stack Brothers, approve Change Order #1, and authorize Staff to get the necessary signatures. Motion carried 3-0. Stadin abstained from the vote.

NEW BUSINESS (continued)

Grant Knowles Final Plat

The Sandstone Economic Development Authority has submitted a Final Plat for Grant Knowles with all the required submissions. The City Attorney reviewed the real estate issues and staff has reviewed all other submissions. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the Finding of Fact and to approve the Grant Knowles Final Plat based on that Finding of Fact. Motion carried 4-0. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2011-08, which accepts the dedication of public right-of-ways and easements in the Grant Knowles Plat. Motion carried 4-0. 

Robinson Park Camping

The Park and Recreation Commission are proceeding with the development of four primitive camp sites in Robinson Park. There are several City Ordinances and policies that need to be reviewed and amended to allow overnight camping in Robinson Park. 

City Code states that parks are to close at 10 p.m. until dawn. There is also no parking allowed in any parks after 10 p.m. Additionally, no liquor is allowed in any parks. There are also regulations on trailer camps and curfew restrictions. 

The policy questions for the Council for Robinson Park include allowing primitive tent camping, allowing the park to be open after 10 p.m., allowing alcoholic beverages, and developing plans for where traffic and parking will be allowed or banned. 

Stadin stated that alcoholic beverages should be prohibited, because if they are allowed, it might cause more problems.  

Motion Kester, second Bonander to authorize the development of four or less primitive campsites and Robinson Park and to amend the necessary ordinances. Motion carried 4-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and Park and Recreation minutes-May 10. Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

A letter was sent to Askov in regards to the sewer rodder.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Staff reported that it would cost about $1,200 to repair the City’s sweeper. However, Hinckley has an almost-new sweeper that the City may try and lease. He noted that there is a LMC Land Use online training, a Transit Coordination Meeting in Braham on May 26 and that there is the LMC Annual meeting in Rochester on June 15-17. 

He mentioned that the NLX received $5 million to complete environmental and preliminary engineering. Finally, he stated that the City found more storm sewer manholes to repair. 

ADJOURN

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

