SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 21, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Thane Murphy, George Castonguay, Alan White, Tim Franklin, John Kern, Jody Johnson, Savannah Franklin, Dick Sjodahl, Mary Sjodahl, Arlene Oslowski, 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the agenda for January 21 with the deletion of 12H-Consider Building Inspection contract with Pine City.  Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Train Park Band Shell Restoration Proposal

John Kern presented the Council with plans for a Band Shell Renovation Project in Train Park along with letters of support from the Chamber, the Sandstone History and Art Center, and the Sandstone Lions Club. He included a letter from Building Inspector Tom Drotning detailing needed repairs. The Restoration Committee is requesting the City’s endorsement of the project so that they can proceed, with the understanding that no work will be started until the funds are raised. 

Edmond stated that he would like to see a step-by-step plan including the costs for each phase of the project. Atterbury suggested that the committee begin with fundraising for the needed materials and return to the Council with a contract. Andrews pointed out that the Building Inspector had noted the dilapidated condition of the steps in particular and that it was in the City’s best interest to proceed with the project. 

Motion Atterbury second Stadin to authorize the Bandstand Committee to proceed and with a friendly amendment by Edmond to authorize the fundraising aspect of the project but that actual construction will not begin until the Committee presents the Council with a plan which has been approved by the Building Inspector. Motion carried 5-0. 

Kern brought up a second request regarding some additional improvements between the lilac shrubs behind the Veteran’s Memorial. The Memorial Committee is requesting permission to install a decorative light pole and fencing per the original plan. 

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the Veteran Memorial Committee’s request to install a decorative light pole, and fencing behind the memorial. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Andrews mentioned that several citizens informed him that the microphones weren’t working at the last meeting.  Stadin noted that with the realignment of cable TV channels, the Duluth channels had been dropped, however, PBS and WDIO have returned after subscriber comments. Jody Johnson reminded everyone of the Chamber meeting on January 28, at Banning Junction, and that January 31 was Chamber night at the new Ice Rink from 3-5 p.m.  
PUBLIC HEARINGS

There was none.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve the meeting minutes for January 7, 2008. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Andrews expressed appreciation to John Kern for his offer to volunteer as a monitor at the Ice Rink.  

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve John Kern as volunteer to open and monitor “warming house” for ice rink on weekends, 9B-approve requests for Community Service projects, 9C-Set February 3, at 6:30 p.m. at the Fire Department as the meeting date for the Fire Formula meeting with the townships, and 9D-Set special meeting for Tuesday, April 28 at 7 p.m. for Board of Review. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to approve and pay claims in the amount of $522,183.02.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue, and Expenditure report for December 2008. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

 Public Work equipment

The Council previously approved an application for a Safety Grant for a tailgate salt and sand spreader. The Safety Grant application was successful. The City will be given $4,683.30 towards the purchase of the equipment. 

Stadin reiterated his previous opposition to the City’s Public Works Department sanding alleys or parking lots. Andrews suggested that the Council review the City’s sanding policy and add a fee to the fee schedule for this service. Edmond questioned who would be operating the sander, and when. Griffith replied that the part-time person who does the plowing would be the operator for this winter. He also noted that the current method of sanding alleys and other areas is a safety risk for the employees. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to accept the Safety Grant and authorize the Administrator to execute the agreement and to proceed with the purchase of the tailgate salt and sand spreader subject to the rules of the Grant Contract. Motion carried 4-1.   

NEW BUSINESS

Storm Water rates

The storm water rates that the approved in 2004 have not been increased. In an effort to raise additional revenues for storm water projects, Staff is proposing a rate increase of

$ .50 per month on the base rate for a single-family property. The increase for other properties would be proportional. 

Stadin expressed support for the increase, in principle, noting that the funds are collected from all properties in the City including tax-free ones. Atterbury suggested that the rate increase apply to residential property but not commercial. Andrews inquired as to how the proposed rate increase was determined. Griffith reviewed the storm water projects that the City is considering including Eagle Drive, the 2009 Street and Utility Improvement Project, and the infrastructure for the Free Church and Hospital projects. He explained that monies raised in the storm water budget are dedicated and help reduce the amount of money for the projects that needs to be levied or assessed. Edmond supported the proposed rate increase pointing out that storm water projects need to be done, and this is the most effective method of raising supplemental funds. 

Motion Edmond to approve the proposed storm water rate increase of $.50 per month on the base rate for a single-family property.  Motion died for lack of second. ndrew. Atterbury suggested that the rate i
Motion Stadin second Atterbury to reconsider storm water rate increase in one year. Motion approved 4-1.

Test Well-Pay Request #3

The City has a contract with Traut Wells to undertake a test well. Traut Wells has submitted a request for the third payment in the amount of $16,922.70. Project work has been inspected by SEH Engineering and payment is recommended. 

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury to approve a partial payment, out of the Water Fund, of $16,922.70 to Mark J. Traut Wells. Motion carried 5-0. 

City Well-new site

The City is preparing for an additional municipal well, which is anticipated to be needed sometime in the future. Part of the preparation is an option agreement on the land at the site of the test well.

Council member Kester recused himself from the discussion and vote on the issue as the property in question belongs to him.   

Griffith pointed out that the Council is only asked to authorize Staff to exercise the option at this point, not proceed with any development of a well. 

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to authorize staff to proceed with determining with the City Engineer the location and amount of land needed for the new municipal well site and to proceed with the exercise of the option with the City Attorney subject to final Council approval before closing. Motion carried 4-0, with one abstention. 

Ice Rink-portable toilets

The Chamber of Commerce has requested the City consider splitting the costs of placing portable toilets at the ice rink for the months of February and March in the amount of $95. 

Motion Andrews, second Kester to approve the Chamber’s request that the City participate in the cost of portable toilets at the ice rink for the months of February and March in the amount of $95. Motion carried 5-0. 

City Fee Schedule-new fees

The Council annually reviews the City’s fee schedule. Griffith pointed out proposed changes. He noted that it is the City’s practice to charge more than the private sector for Public Works labor and equipment. Andrews suggested the following proposed fees be increased: mower/weed whip-$40.00/hour, riding mower-$75.00/hour, tractor/mower-$100.00/hour, backhoe-$150.00/hour, and dump truck-$100.00/hour. 

Motion Andrews second Stadin to adopt resolution 2009-03, Resolution establishing a fee schedule for the City of Sandstone for the year of 2009. 

Meals for Fire Department

The City had been requested to pay for meals for firefighters and had requested that the Department submit a policy for discussion.  The policy would set out the circumstances wherein meals would be provided for firefighters in certain situations. 

In the meantime, the Fire Department responded to a fire and consequently a bill for $103.00 was incurred from Hinckley Pizza although the Council had not approved any policy. 

Atterbury felt that the food expense should be built into the Fire Formula and passed on. Edmond questioned who authorized this expenditure, as there is no policy in place. Fire Chief Castonguay accepted responsibility stating that he knew the issue was on the agenda for this Council meeting. He apologized if he acted in error, although it was his understanding that this had been the practice in the past, and stated that he would pay the bill if need be. Griffith responded that there was no record of the City paying for food for firefighters in the past. Stadin thought that providing a meal was appropriate if a meal had been missed in the process of the firemen performing their duties. Edmond wanted to see a dollar amount approved for budgeting purposes. He then proposed that the Fire Chief be responsible for managing the account. 

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to establish a meal allowance in the amount of $2,500 per year for appropriate food and beverage to be delivered to the Fire Hall for firefighters who have participated in an event lasting over four hours. Motion carried 4-0 with one abstention.

Fire Department-Tanker Replacement

Tanker #2 rolled onto its side on Fleming Logging Road on January 9 during a response to a fire. The frame is twisted and needs to be replaced. The Pine City Fire Department has offered to lend the City an older tanker in the amount of a dollar a month for the next three months while the City is finding a replacement. 

Griffith and Andrews expressed appreciation for Pine City’s offer.   

Motion Atterbury second Kester to authorize Administrator and the Fire Chief to pursue finding a back up tanker for the Department; to authorize them to approve such reasonable repairs as necessary on the tanker or the tank and further authorize them to gather quotes for a replacement frame and/or tank if needed. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, PeopleService operations-January 7, Park and Recreation Commission minutes-January 12, Sandstone Fire and Rescue minutes-December 22, and Rail Station Committee minutes-January 14.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the upcoming Robinson Park Clean-up Day on April 25, and Kettle River Paddle Fest on May 1st-3rd. He also noted the Council workshop with Ehlers on February 18, regarding referendums and debt service, the ECRDC Transportation Forum on February 9 in Braham, and the Business and Work Force Conference on April 29 at the Grand Casino.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to adjourn at 9:03 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Administrator

