SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
Edmond

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Gene Lalonde

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the deletion of Approval of Meeting Minutes –January 2nd.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Gene Lalonde mentioned that several of the senior citizens in town have told him how nice it was to have the sidewalks in the business district cleared of snow.  Johnson is concerned about the snow that is left in the parking lots between the garages at the townhouses.  Bonander informed the Council of the Chamber meeting on January 30th at the Golf Course.  He also distributed a report of recent Chamber accomplishments. Finally, he requested better sanding at the intersections in town.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Set Closed Session for union negotiations for February 6th with union representatives; Set Fire Formula meeting with townships for Tuesday, February 12th at 7:00 p.m.; Authorize Administrator vacation time during week of January 20th; Reappoint Tom Gafkjen to Planning Commission.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $165,976.65.  Motion carried 4-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with a Cash Balance, Revenue, and Expenditure Report for December, 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Review Cost Estimate for 6th Street Project

The Council has been considering whether or not to undertake a street improvement project on Sixth Street. MSA Professional Services provided a construction cost estimate.  Johnson questioned whether there would be funds left in Capital Projects to do any other projects if the Sixth Street improvement project were undertaken.  Griffith responded that there would not be unless the Council decided to use cash from the 401 Capital Projects Fund.  There was a discussion as to whether the Council may want to assess a portion of the project to the affected property owners.   No action was taken at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Fee Schedule for 2008

Annually the Council reviews and approves a fee schedule for City services.  Council members discussed proposed changes.  They also added some new fees, including patio licence for establishments serving liquor, Fire Department security charge, and a pool fill deposit. The fee schedule for 2008 is available at City Hall for the public’s review.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2008-02, Resolution establishing a fee schedule for the City of Sandstone for 2008.  Motion carried 4-0.

Accept Resignation of City Assessor

Last year the City contracted with Mike Dangers to do the property assessments for the City.  Mr. Dangers has sent a letter stating that after the Board of Review meeting he will no longer be able to continue in this capacity.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the resignation of City Assessor Mike Dangers and direct staff to negotiate a contract with Pine County for said services.  Motion carried 4-0.

Approve Pay Equity Report

Every few years the City must complete and submit a Pay Equity Report.  The report lists job class information and salary ranges for all city employees meeting the pay equity report requirements.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the 2008 Pay Equity Report.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Claim for Mailbox Replacement

Alice Becker of 310 Lark Street has submitted a claim for a mailbox and post which she claims was damaged by the City snowplow.  She has submitted a letter and an estimate for replacing the box in the amount of $35.87.  

Mayor Atterbury inspected the mailbox, and is suggesting that the damage was most likely not done by the City, but by a neighbor pushing snow across the street.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to deny Alice Becker’s mailbox replacement claim.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService operations of January 8th.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded Edmond and Atterbury of the Board of Review training on January 24th, as well as the Relief Association annual meeting on January 28th which the Mayor will attend.  He also mentioned that the final pay request on DEED Redevelopment Grant will be submitted; the Chamber meeting on January 30th at the Golf Course Clubhouse; the request to join Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities; and that the City will be purchasing two Minnesota Sesquicentennial flags.  Griffith reminded the Council of the workshops/training in land use and best value contracting.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:04 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.
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