SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 1, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members absent:
Johnson

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Stadin, CATV

Others present:
Harold Berg, Tim Franklin, Donna Mars, Deputy Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 86 calls to Sandstone in the month of October.  The Halloween holiday was uneventful.  He stressed the important of locking vehicles.  He also mentioned that there the vandalism at the grocery store construction site is still under investigation.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

There were none.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the regular meeting minutes of October 18, 2006.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve the consent agenda as follows:  Hand checks; Set public hearing on unpaid city services for Wednesday, November 15 at 7:15 p.m.; Authorize Administrator to attend a training seminar on Internal Controls on Wednesday, November 15 – Minneapolis - $60; Approve sale and payment of perpetual care for South ½ of South ½ of Lot 31, Section F, 2nd Addition.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve and pay claims in the amount of $33,657.92.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Radar speed signs – information

Council had previously directed Staff to research the costs of fixed and portable radar speed signs for the City.  Staff provided the Council with said information.  The Council reviewed the various models and costs involved and determined that the practices currently in place to reduce speeding, word of mouth and more intensive police enforcement, are the most practical and cost effective.

City Council & Mayor wages

Staff had been requested to research wages for City Council members and Mayors in the area.  The Council was provided with pay scales for the cities of Hinckley, Askov, Pine City, Moose Lake, and Finlayson.  The pay for Sandstone City Council members and Mayor has not been increased since 1998.  Any increases would not become effective until after the next regular city election.

Edmond pointed out that Council duties have cost him considerable additional time and even required using vacation hours from his regular employment.  

Bonander added that by the time the Council member pays taxes, the pay received does little more than reimbursing out-of-pocket costs.

Motion Edmond, second Gafkjen to amend Section 205 of Sandstone City Code by increasing the Mayor’s annual pay from $1,200 to $1,500 and the Councilor’s annual pay from $900 to $1,200, and increasing the pay for Mayor and Councilors for special meetings from $25 to $50, effective January 1, 2007.  Motion carried 4-0.

Budget information – update

Griffith provided the Council members with an update on the status of the proposed 2007 budget.  Including some recent adjustments, the proposed levy increase stands at 3.22%.  Griffith pointed out a number of items which are included in the budget, but for which the Council will need to make additional funding decisions.  These include personnel, Public Works equipment, carpet for the library, and Park & Recreation expenditures.  He also reminded the Council of certain cash flow items, particularly noting that the timing of the completion of the work on Minnesota Street will determine whether the City fronts the entire cost this year or whether it can be assessed to the property owners in 2007.  

NEW BUSINESS

Canvassing Board

The Council must meet as a Canvassing Board to certify the election results within seven days of the election.

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to set Thursday, November 9th at 6:30 p.m. as a special meeting to enable the Council to act as the Canvassing Board which will certify the City election results.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Veterans Memorial Committee minutes – October 25.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City has received a request for Council members and the Mayor to participate in East Central’s Reading is Fundamental day.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the upcoming general election on November 7th, the safety training on November 2nd in Askov, and the Truth in Taxation hearing on December 6th.  He further reminded Johnson and Edmond of the training in St. Cloud regarding Land Use issues.  Other items to note include:  Robinson Park Community Service cleanup is scheduled for November 8th, the Golf Course manager has been authorized to proceed with security improvements, and the possibility of a special meeting for assessment hearing on the sidewalk and Minnesota Street projects.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to adjourn at 7:38 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

